JOHN WOOLMAN, 
ee, 


IN TWO PARTS, 5 
Ta SECOND EDITION. 
; LONDON: 3 


PRINTED AND SOLD BY h 
JAMES PHILLIPS, 2 
IN GRORGE-YARD, LOMBARD-STREET. * 


> 
M.DCC.LXXV. 


— 
- 
8 
* W . 
4 . 
"EE 
„ 
* 
* = - = pr 
% 
% 
- 
* 
* AP ** _ 
* 
* 1. — * — 
* 
8 - 
if 
, 
. 
— 
1 
* 
* . f 
- 
* 
=y w o 
- * — C 4 * 
OT — * 
— * 9 ; 
* 
* 
. 
ap * ON 
' 
- 
4 4.4) * — 
21 N 4 
- 
| a + eo ＋ 2 
* 8 " ws = & Ts * * 
- 
* o 
* 
4 
* 
C 
- 


SLA 


= — 
„ 
- i% 5 
. ” 1 
* 
* — 


* 


* 
# 
" 
0 
— 
- 
2 ** 
* + 
. 


4 3. At 2A w* 4 1 * 3 En, : 5 F . 
* 
% = a * 
: . . N 7 % 
” „ * . 9 #% — 1 * 9 * 1 A 4% oh 1 * * £ & oh y Elo 
' a | 7 f F A 4 , . : * * i of *. g 3 3.5 — * 1 ff 2 
. * 
a -Y * ' '7 3p 
9 — - * & 4 % -% % F þ A — 
P £ . "42 % ' . 5 
. & — 4 ft : 
" a * 
g 1 1 9 5 * . „ oh , 
* 1 rf 4 . — — g . we" 2 „ # SD * 
| » hgh . 2 . 
+ > "I . a 8 * N 1 * : 
y 8 o : 7 7 9 *. : * 1 
1 - #1 1 4 . 4 IS : —— 
* = = * 
* K 7 - 
61 \ WT | . 1 * 8 : a 
a | | COT LH TRL i 
TO THE 5 : 
— * 


n K.. 4 


HE manuſcript JouRNAL of our late 
friend JOHN WOOL MAN, was 


ended in England; where he alſo finiſhed all! 


his labours. It appears, by a letter which he 
ſent, in his laſt illneſs, to a friend in London, 
that .he did not intend the whole ſhould be 
printed, and that he defired the faid friend to 
reviſe what he had written in this nation, and 
leave out ſuch parts as he ſhould think pro- 
per. It was, notwithſtanding, ſent entire, with- 
out any alteration, to America; where it. was 
ſoon after printed, together with ſeveral Tracts 
which had been publiſhed in his life-time. 
But, as ſome paſſages in the Journal con- 
tain obſetvations which appear to have been 
intended as private memorandums only, and 
others relate to circumſtances which happened 
in his native country, not expedient to be pre- 

ſemed on record in this nation, it is appre- 

hended that the following ABRIDGEMENT of 
1 5 A 2 8 


(* 
it will be acceptable to friends, and may be of 
general ſervice: and, as many weighty argu- 
ments and pertinent advices, relative to fla- 
very and the oppreſſion of the Negroes in the 
Plantations, are contained in the Journal, it 
was therefore apprehended that two ſmall 
Tracts on that ſubject might be omitted in 
this Abridgement. | . 


THE 


TT E 8 ＋ 1 M 0 N 5 


O F | $546 7 * * 


FRIENDS Ti rens 


45 their Quarterly Meeting, beld at. We "os 24th gud 250 
| * third month, 1773» mn 8 


JOHN. WOOLMAN, 


Of Mount-Holly, in the rovince of New-Terſoy, 

of 3 who pri 17 hfe 7 5 
| houſe FA our friend, T homas Prieſtman, 52 
the ſuburbs of this city, the 7th of the tenth 
month, 17 772 „ and was interred in the bury- 


ing-ground of friends, the gth of be me 
aged about 55 N years. * s 


mY 


HIS our valuable Bad; Bait been 

under a religious engagement for ſome 
time to viſit e 8 in this nation, and more 
eſpecially us in the northern parts, under- 
took the ſame in full concurrence and n 
ſympathy with his friends and brethren at home, 
as appeared by certificates from the monthl 
and quarterly meetings to which he 4 
and from the ſpring- meeting of miniſters and 
elders, held at Philadelphia, for Pennſylvania 
and News Jerley. . 
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(Cw) | 
He arrived in the city of London the be- 
© ginning of the laſt yearly- meeting, and, after 
attending that meeting, travelled northward, 
viſiting the quarterly-meetings of Hertford- 
ſhire, Buckinghamſhire, Northamptonſhire, 
Oxfordſhire, and Worceſterſhire, and divers. 
partitulat meetings in his way, © 
He viſited many meetings on the weſt fide 
of this county; alſo ſome in Lancaſhire and 
Weſtmoreland ; from whence he came to our 
uarterly-meeting in the laſt ninth month ; 
254d. though much out of health, yet was 
enabled to attend all the ſittings of that meet- 
ing except the laſt. 
His diſorder, then, which proved the ſmall- 
po, increaſed ſpeedily upon him, and was 
very afflicting; under which he was Tapport- 
ed in much meekneſs, patience, and Chriſ- 
tian fortitude. To thole who attended him 
in His ilineſs his mind appeared to be centered 
in divine love; under the precious influence 
wyhereof, we believe, he finiſhed his courſe, 
| _ .entered into the manſions of everlaſting 
In the early part of his illnefs he requeſted 
a friend'to write, and he broke forth thus : 
- *'O Lord, my God! the amazing Horrors - 
of darkneſs were gathered around me and co 
vered me all over, and I faw no way to go 
forth; 1 felt the miſeries of my feflow-crea- 
tures = robo from the divine harmony, and 
it was heavier than 1 could bear, and I was 
eruſhed down under it: T lifted up my hand, 
and ſtretched out my arm, but there was 
WE - none 


8 me ) 
none to heli) me: I leoked wad about, 
was amazed: In the depths af miſery, 
Lord I remembered that thou art omnipgy 
tent; that I had called thee father; and I felt 
that I loved thee, and I was made quiet in 
thy will, and I waited fer deliverance. from 
thee ; thou hadſt pity upon me hen no map 
could help me: I ſay; that meekneſs under 
ſuffering was ſhewed te us in the mol affet- 
ing example of thy Hon. and thou waſt teach- 
ing me to follow him, and 1 ind, Ty Wil, | 
O Father, be _— 4105 F. 1 | 
Many more of his w ty expxe s mig t 
have been inſerted ers, but it Was deemed h 
vnneceſſary, they bang already publühed in 
int. 
: He was a man coducd with 2 large natural 
capacity; and, being obedient to the mani- 
2. of divine grace, haying in — 
and humility endured many _ 28 yn 
he became thereby ſanctified 
the Lord's work, — WAS — fy 
in his church: dwelling in awful fear and 
watchfulneſs, be Was careful, in his e 
appearances, to feel the putting forth of the 
divine hand, fo that the ſpring of the go 
miniſtry often flowed through him great 
ſweetneſs and purity, as a refreſhing ſtream 
to the weary travellers towards the city of 
God: ſkilful in dividing the Word, he was 
furniſhed by Him, in whom are hid all the 
treaſures * wiſdom — knowledge, to com- 
—— freely to the ſeyeral ſtates of n 
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7 viii ) 
people where his lot was caſt. His conduct at 
other times was ſeaſoned with the like watch- 
ful eircumſpection and attention to the gui- 
dance of divine wiſdom, which rendered his 
whole converſation uniformly edifying. 

He was fully perſuaded that as" the life of 
Chriſt comes to reign in the earth, all abuſe 
and unneceſſary oppreſſion, both of the human 
and brute creation, will come to an end; but, 
Under the ſenſe of a deep revolt and an over- 
flowing ſtream of 1 his life has 
Took often a life of mourning. - ts 

Hle was deeply concerned on account of 
chat inhuman and iniquitous practice of mak- 
ing flaves of the people of Africa, or hold- 
ing them in that ſtate; and, on that account, 
we underſtand he hath not only written ſome 
books, but travelled much on the continent 
of America, in order to make the Negro- 
maſters (eſpecially thoſe in profeſſion with us) 
Kull of the evil of ſuch a practice; and 
though, in his journey to England, he was 
far removed from the outward ſight of their 
ſufferings, yet his deep exerciſe of mind re- 
mained, as appears by a ſhort treatiſe he 
wrote in this journey, and his frequent con- 
cern to open the miſerable ſtate of this deep- 
Iy-injured people. His teſtimony in the laſt 

meeting he attended was on this ſubject ; 
wherein he remarked, that as we, as a ſociety, 
when under outward ſufferings, had often 
found it our concern to lay them before thoſe 
in in authority, and * in the Lord's time, 

a had 
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1 
had obtained relief; ſo he recommended this 


oppreſſed part of the creation to our notice, 


that we may, as way may open, repreſent their 


ſufferings, in an individual, if not adaciaty; 


capacity, to thoſe in-authori 


Deeply ſenſible that the Ka to ade 


people's inclinations in luxury and ſuperflui- 
ties is the w e ground of oppreſſion, 
and the occaſion of many unneceſſary wants, 


he believed it to be his duty to be a pattern 
of great ſelf-denial with reſpect to the things 


of this life, and earneſtly to labour with 


friends, in the meekneſs of wiſdom, to im- 
preſs on their minds the great importance of 


our teſtimony in theſe things, recommending 
to the guidance of the bleſſed truth in this 
and all other concerns, and cautioning ſuch 
as are experienced therein againſt contenting 
themſelves with acting up to the ſtandard of 


others, but to be careful to make the ſtand- 


ard of truth, manifeſted to them, the meaſure 


of their obedience; for, ſaid he, ** that 


rity of life which proceeds from faithfulneſs 
in following the Spirit of Truth, that ſtate 


* where our minds are devoted to ſeven God, 


and all our wants are bounded by his wiſ- 
dom, — this habitation has often been opened 


before me, as a place of retirement for the - 


children of the light, where they may ſtand 
ſeparated from that which diſordereth and 


conſuſeth the affairs of ſociety, and where we 
may have a teſtimony of our innocence in the 


= hearts of thoſe who behold us. 


We 


* 


* 


as2 


„ 
We conclude with fervent deſires ain we, 


people, may thus, by our example, pro- 
mote the Lord's work in the earth ; and, our 


hearts being prepared, may. unite in prayer to 


the great Lord of the harveſt, that as, in his 
infinite idem, he hath greatly ſtripped the 


church, by removing of late divers faithful 
miniſters and elders, jo 


harveſt. id 
Signed in, by order, and an behalf of, 
Thomas ee, Samuel Bri i/coe, 
Fobn 72 oy _— 
5 7 ep bg Eglin, Robin 
Perkinſs n, Thomas Prie _ 2 


| Fofſepb Fre, divers other Friends. 
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e may be pleaſed to ſend 
forth many more * Labourers into _ 
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MONTHLY: MEETING or FRIENDS, 


Held in Burli , the firft day of the eighth ck in endl 
| bur 4 1774 concerning our efteemed friend, 


JOHN WOOLMAN, DECEASED. 


E was hors in Northampton, ii in the 

county of Burlington, and province of 
Weſt-New- Jerſey, in the eighth month, 1720, 
of wig parents, who inſtructed him very 
early in the principles of the Chriſtian rehigi- 
on, as d by "the people called Quakers, 
which — —— a bleſſing to him, even in 
his young years, tending to preſerve him 
from the infection of wicked children; but, 
through the workings of the enemy, and le- 
vity rye to a he frequently deviated 
from thoſe parental precepts, by which he 
laid a renewed foundation for repentance, 
that was finally ſucceeded by a godly ſorrow 
not to be repented of, and ſo became ac- 
quainted with that ſanRifying power which 
qualifies for true goſpel miniſtry, into which 
he was called about the twenty- ſecond year 
of his age; and, by a faithful uſe of the ta- 
lents committed to him, he experienced an 


Increaſe, until he arrived at the ſtate of a fa- 
ther, 
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Ec RES 
ther, capable of dividing the word aright tolf 
the different ſtates he miniſtered unto; diſ. 
penſing milk to babes, and meat to thoſe o 
riper years. Thus he found the efficacy of 
that power to ariſe, which, in his own ex- 
preflions, ** prepares the creature to ſtand 
like atrumpet through which the Lord ſpeaks 
to his people. —He was a loving huſband, ai 
tender father, and very humane to every. 
part of the creation under his care. 
His concern for the poor and thoſe in af. 
fliction was evident by his viſits to them; 
whom he frequently relieved by his aſſiſtance 
and charity. He was for many years deeply 
exerciſed on account of the poor enſlaved A- 
fricans, 'whoſe cauſe, as he ſometimes men- 
| tioned, lay almoſt continually upon him, 
and, to obtain liberty to thoſe captives, he la- 
bowel both in public and private; and was 
favoured to ſee his endeavours crowned with 
conſiderable ſucceſs. He was particularly 
defirous that friends ſhould not be inſtru- 
mental to lay burthens on this oppreſſed peo- 
ple, but remember the days of ſuffering from 
which they had been providentially delivered; 
that, if times of trouble ſhould return, no in- 
Juſtice dealt to thoſe in ſlavery might riſe in 
judgment againſt us; but, being clear, we 
might on ſuch occaſions addreſs the Almigh- 
ty with a degree of confidence, for his inter- 
poſition and relief; being particularly care- 
ful, as to himſelf, not to countenance ſlavery 
even by the uſe of thoſe conveniences of life 
which were furniſhed by their labour. 


N — 
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He was defirous to have his own,” and the 


ninds of others, redeemed from the pleafures 1 
ond immoderate profits of this world, and to 
ax them on thoſe joys which fade not away; 


his principal care being after a life of purity, 
-ndeavouring to avoid not only the groſſer 
pollutions, but thoſe alſo which, appearing 
bn a more refined dreſs, are not ſufficiently 
puarded _ by ſome well-diſpoſed peo- 
ple. In the latter part of his life he was re- 
arkable for the plainneſs and fimplicity of 
his dreſs, and, as much as poſſible, avoided 
he uſe of plate, coſtly furniture, and feaſting; 
thereby endeavouring to become an example 
of temperance and ſelf-denial, which he be- 
lieved himſelf called unto, and was favoured 
ith peace therein, although it carried the 
appearance of great auſterity in the view of 
ſome: He was very moderate in his charges 
In the way of buſineſs, and in his defires af- 
er gain; and, though a man of induſtry, avoid- 
d and ſtrove much to lead others out of ex- 
reme labour and anxiouſneſs after periſhable 
hings; being deſirous that the ſtrength of 
dur bodies might not be ſpent in procuring | 
hings unprofitable, and that we might aſs 
oderation and kindneſs to the brute animals 
nder our care, to prize the uſe of them as 
a great favour, and by no means abuſe them; 
hat the gifts of Providence ſhould be thank- 
fully received and applied to the uſes they 

rere deſigned for. ee e eee 
He ſeveral times opened a ſchool at Mount- 
Holly, for the inſtruction of poor friends 
10 5 children 
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, children and others, being concerned for thei 
help and improvement therein: his love an 
cate for the riſing youth among us 3 truh 
great, recommending to parents a a 
who have the charge — . to chooſe con 
ſcientious and pious tutors, ſaying, ** It- is 
Iovely fight to behold innocent "childeen,” ani 
. that * to labour for their help, againſt tha 
which would mar the beauty of their minds 
is a debt we owe them.” 

His miniſtry was ſound, very deep and pe 
rrating, ſometimes pointing out the — 
fitnation which indulgence and cuſtom lea 
into; frequently exhorting others, eſpeciall 
. the youth, not to be diſcouraged at the diffi 
culties which occur, but preſs after purity 
He often expreſſed an carneſt engagement thy 
ure wiſdom ſhould be attended to, whici 
would lead into lowlineſs of mind and reſign; 
tion to the divine will, in which fate 5 
* here would be ſufficicnt. 
In tranſacting the affairs of diſcipline, hi 
| judgement wa found and clear, and he wa 
very uſeful in treating with thoſe who ha 
done amiſs ; he viſited ſuch in a wy 7 
way in that plainnefs which truth c 
'ſhewing great tenderneſs and Chriſtian ; 
bearance. He was a conſtant attender of ov 

_- yearly meeting, in which he was a good e 

- ample, and particularly uſchaul ; aliſting 5 
ereof with great weight and 8 
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the builinefs 
tention. He ſeveral times viſi ted maſt of t 
meetings of friends in this and the nrigb 
3 Provimcns, with the \concurrence { 
£1 t 


the monthly- meeting to which he belonged 
and, we have reaſon to believe, had good ſer- 
vice therein, generally or always expreſſing, 
at his return, how it had fared with him, and 
the evidence of peace in his mind for thus 
performing his duty. He was often concern 
ed with other friends in the important ſervice 
of viſiting families, which he was enabled to 
go through to ſatisfaction. + le 
In the minutes of the meeting of miniſters 
and elders for this quarter, at the foot of 2 
liſt of the members of that meeting, made 
about five years before his death, we find in 
his hand writing the following obſervations 
and reffections. As looking over the mi- 
nutes, made by perſons who have put off this 
body, hath A in me a 
how ages paſs away; ſo this liſt may proba- 
bly revive a like thought in ſome, when I and 
the reſt of the perſons above- named are 'cen- 
tered in another ſtate of being. The Lord, 
who was the guide of my youth, hath in ten- 
der mercies helped me hitherto; he hath. 
healed me of wounds, he hath helped me out 
of grievous: lements ; he remains to be 
the ſtrength of my life; to whom i deſire to 
devote myſelf in time, and in eternity.” — 
Signed, John Woolm an. 
In the twelfth month, 1771 he acquaint- 
ed this meeting that he found his mind drawn 
towards a religious -vifit to friends in fome 
. 'of England, particularly in Vorkſhire. 
n the firſt month, 1772, he obtained our cer- 
tihicate,. which was approved and endorſed by 
SITU rie our 


/ 


M7 | 
our quarterly meeting, and by the half year's 
meeting of miniſters and elders at Philadel- 
phia. He embarked on his voyage on the 
fifth, and arrived in London in the ſixth 
month following, at the time of their annual 
meeting in that city. During his ſhort viſit 
to friends in that kingdom, we are informed 
that his ſervices were acceptable and edifying. 
In his laſt illneſs he uttered many lively and 
comfortable expreflions, being perfectly re- 
figned, having no will either to live or die, 
as appears by the teſtimony of friends at Vork 
in Great-Britain; in the ſuburbs whereof, at 
the houſe of our friend, Thomas Prieſtman, he 
died of the ſmall-pox, on the ſeventh day of 
the tenth month, 1772, and was buried in 
friends burying-ground in that city, on the 
ninth; of the ſame, after a large and ſolid 
meeting held on the occaſion at their great 
meeting-houſe, aged near fifty-two years; a 
- miniſter upwards of thirty years, during 
which time he' belonged to Mount-Holly 
particular meeting, which he diligently at- 
tended when at home and in health of body, 
and his labours of love, and pious care for ho 
2 of friends in the bleſſed truth, we 
hope may not be forgotten, but that his 
works may be remembered to edification. 
2. 2 © Signed in, and by order of, the ſaid muting, by 
mts Haien SAMUEL ALLENSON, Clerk. 
Read and approved at our quarterly-meet- 
ing, held at Burlington the 29th of the 8th 
XA Dario. Signed, by order of ſaid metting, 
Wy * DANIEL SMITH, Clerk, 
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LIFE, GOSPEL-LABOURS, 
e „ 5 
CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCES, 

oF THAT 
FAITHEUL MINISTER 
Y oF 

JESU s CHR r 

JOHN WOOLMAN; 


Late of MounT-HoLLy, in the Province of 
NEzw-JERSEY. 


IS AILIAH XXXIL. 17. | 


< The work of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace; and the effect of 
righteouſneſs, quietneſs and aſſurance for ever.” 
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o WOOLMAN, 


Ix THE SenvICE OF 'THE Gosr Er. 


cones, Dh "0 H A P. 1. 


4 3 His fuk a ee in the ne 
erations, while Y0u7gy 


en the beeping of Alaves. 7 3 0621 4 * 
[ HA VE often felt a motion of lone 
: 


to leave ſome hints in writing of my ex- 
perience of the goodneſs of God; 2 
now, in the chirty-Gxth year of my age, 1 5 
begin this work. 
I was born in Northampton, in Burlings 
ton county, Weſt-Jerſey, in the year 1720 ; 
and before I was ſeven years old 1 began to 
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4 Tax LIFE any TRAVELS _ 
be acquainted with the operations of divine 
love. Through the care of my parents, I was 
taught to read nearly as ſoon as I was capable 
of it ; and, as I went from ſchool one ſeventh 
day, I remember, while my companions went 
to-play-by the way, I went forward out of 
ſight, and, fitting down, I read the 22d chap- 
ter of the Reveldrhohs. He ſhewed me a 
« pure river of water of life, clear as chryſ- 
« tal, proceeding out of the throne of God 
« and of the Lamb, Cc. and, in reading 
it, my mind was drawn to ſeek after that 
— abitation, which, I then believed, God 

ad prepared for his ſervants. The place 
where I fat, and the ſweetneſs that attended 
my mind, remain freſh in my memory. 
This, and the like gracious viſitations, had 
that effect upon me, that when boys uſed ill 
language it troubled me ; and, through the 
continued mercies of God, I was preſerved 
from it. 3 . : 
The pious inſtructions of my parents were 
often freſh in my mind when I happened to be 
among wicked children, and were of uſe to me. 
My parents, having a large family of children, 
uſed frequently, on firſt days after meeting, 
to put us to read in the holy ſcriptures, or 
| ſome religious books, one after another, the 
reſt fitting by without much converſation 
which, I have fince often thought, was a good 
practice. From what I had read and heard, 

4 believed there had been, in paſt ages, peo- 

ple who walked in uprightneſs before God, 

in a degree exceeding any that I knew, ot 
| 5 heard 
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heard of, now living; and the apprehenſion 
of there being leſs ſteadineſs and firmneſs, 
amongſt people in this age than in paſt ages, 
often troubled me while I was a chilcc. 
A thing remarkable in my childhood was, 
that once, going to a neighbour's houſe, 
TI faw, on the way, a robin fitting on her 
neſt, and as I came near ſhe went off, but, 
having young ones, flew about, and, with 
many cries, expreſſed her concern for them ; 
I ſtood and threw ſtones at her, till, one ſtrik-, 
ing her, ſhe fell down dead: at firſt I was 
pleaſed with the exploit, but after a few mi- 
nutes was ſeized with horror, as having, in 
a ſportive way, killed an innocent creature 
while ſhe was careful for her young: I be- 
held her lying dead, and thought thoſe young 
ones, for which ſhe was ſo careful, muſt now 
periſh for want of their dam to nouriſh them; 
and, after ſome painful conſiderations on the 


ſubject, I climbed up the tree, took all the 


young birds, and killed them ; ſuppoſing that 
better than to leave them to pine away and 
die miſerably : and believed, in this caſe, 
that ſcripture-proverb was fulfilled, © Thie 
tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.” ''T 
then went on my errand, but, for ſome 
hours; could think of little elſe but the cru- 
elties I had committed, and was much trou- 
bled. Thus He, whoſe tender mercies are 
over all his works, hath placed a principle 
in the human mind, which incites to exer- 
ciſe goodneſs towards every living creature z 
and this being ſingly attended to, people 

; B 3 5 become 
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become tender-hearted and ſympathifing ; 
but being frequently and totally; rejected, the 
mind becomes ſhut up in a contrary diſpoſi- 
TT. THEM eon 
About the twelfth year of my age, my 
father being abroad, my mother reproved 
me for ſome miſconduct, to which 1 made 
an undutiful reply; and, the fiext firſt. day, 
as I was with my father returning from 
meeting, he told me he underſtood, I had 
behaved amiſs.to my mother, and adviſed 
me to be more careful in future. I knew 
myſelf blameable, and in ſhame and confu- 
ſion remained ſilent. Being thus awakened 
to a ſenſe of my wickedneſs, I felt remorſe 
in my mind, and, getting home, I retired and 
prayed to the Lord to forgive me; and do 
not remember that I ever, after that, ſpoke 
unhandſomely to either of my parents, how- 
ever fooliſh in ſome other things. 
- Having attained the age bf ſixteen years, 
I began to love wanton company; and though 


I was preſerved from profane language; or 


ſcandalous conduct, ſtill I perceived a plant in 
me which produced much wild grapes; yet my 
merciful Father forſook me not utterly, but, 
at times, through his grace, I was brought 
ſeriouſly to conſider my ways; and the fight 
of my backſlidings affected me with forrow ; 
but, for want of rightly attending to the re- 
proofs of inſtruction, vanity was added to 
vanity, and repentance to repentance: upon 
the whole, my mind was more and more ali- 

enated from the truth, and I haſtened — 

N | 98 War 
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ward deſtruction. While I meditate on the 
gulph towards which I travelled, and reflect 
on my youthful diſobedience, for theſe things 
I weep, mine eyes run down with Water, 


y BY Advancing in age, the number of my ac- 
d quaintances increaſed, and thereby my way 
grew more difficult: though I had found 
„comfort in reading the holy ſcriptures, and 


thinking On heavenly things, 1 as now 
eſtranged therefrom: I knew I was going 
from the flock of Chriſt, and had no reſolu- 
tion to return; hence ſerious reflections were 
uneaſy to me, and youthful vanities and di- 
verſions my greateſt pleaſure. Running in 
this road I found many like myſelf; and we 
| aſſociated in that which is the reyerſe of true 

friendſhip, obs > J bet rind 7 
But in this ſwift race it pleaſed God to vi- 
fit me with ſickneſs, ſo that I doubted of 
recovering; and then did darkneſs, horror, 
and amazement, with full force, ſeize me, 
even when my pain and diſtreſs of, body was 
very great. I thought it would have been 
better for-me never to have had a being, than 
to ſee the day which I now ſaw. - I was filled 
with confuſion ; and in great affliction, both 
of mind and body, I lay and bewailed my- 
ſelf. I had not confidence to lift up my cries 
to God, whom I had thus offended; but, in 
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bled before him : and, at length, that Word. 
which is as a fire and a hammer, broke and 
diſſolyed my rebellious heart, and then my 

cries were put up in contrition; and in the 


a deep ſenſe of my great folly, I was hum- 
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multitude of his mercies I found inward” re- 
lief, and felt a cloſe engagement, that, if he 
was pleaſed to reſtore my health, I might 
walk humbly before him. iſt 1 

After my recovery, this exerciſe remained 
with me a conſiderable time; but, by de- 
grees, giving way to youthful vanities, they 
gained ſtrength, and, getting with ' wanton 
young people, I loſt ground. The Lord had 
been very gracious, and ſpoke peace to me 
in the time of my diſtreſs ; and I now moſt 
ungratefully turned again to folly; on which 


account, at times, I felt ſharp reproof. I 


was not ſo hardy as to commit things ſcan- 
dalous ; but to exceed in vanity, and pro- 
mote mirth, was my chief ſtudy. Still I re- 

tained a love for pious people, and their com- 
pany brought an awe upon me. My dear 
parents, ſeveral times, admoniſhed me in the 
fear of the Lord, and their. admonition enter- 


ed into my heart, and had a good effect for a 


ſeaſon; but, not getting deep enough to pray 
rightly, the tempter, when he came, found 
entrance, I remember once, having ſpent 
a part of the day in wantonneſs, as I went to 
bed at night, there lay'in a window, near my 
bed, a bible, which I opened, and firſt caſt 
my eye on this text, we lie down in our 
„ ſhame,*and our confuſion covers us; this 
IT knew to be my caſe: and, meeting with ſo 
unexpected a reproof, I was ſomewhat affect- 
ed with it, and went to bed under remorſe of 
. conſcience z which I ſoon caſt off again, 


Thus 
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Thus time paſſed on: my heart was reple- 
niſhed with mirth and wantonneſs, and 
pleaſing ſcenes of vanity were preſented to 
my imagination, till I attained the age of 


eighteen years; near which time I felt the 


judgments. of God, in my ſoul, like a con- 
ſuming fire ? and, looking over my life, 
the proſpect was moving, — I was often ſad, 
and longed to be delivered from thoſe vani- 
ties; then again my heart was ſtrongly in- 
clined to them, and there was in me a ſore 
conflict: at times I turned to folly, and then 
again, ſorrow and confuſion took hold of 
me. In a while I reſolved totally to leave off 

ſome of my vanities ; but there was a ſecret 
reſerve, in my heart, of the more refined part 
of them, and I was not low enough to find 
true peace. Thus, for ſome months, I had 
great troubles ; there remaining in me an un- 
ſubjected will, which rendered my labours 
fruitleſs, till at length, through the merciful 
continuance of heavenly viſitations, I was 
made to bow down in ſpirit before the Lord. 
I remember one evening I had ſpent ſome 
time in reading a pious author ; and walking 
out alone, I humbly prayed to the Lord for 
his help, that I might. be delivered from all 
thoſe vanities which ſo enſnared me. Thus, 
being brought low, he helped me; and, as I 
learned to bear the croſs, I felt refreſhment to 
come from his preſence ; but, not keeping in 
that ſtrength which gave victory, I loſt ground 
again; the ſenſe of which greatly affected 
me; and I fought deſarts and lonely poo 

an 
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and there, with tears, did confeſs my ſins to 
God, and humbly craved help of him. And, 
I may ſay with reverence, he was near to me 
in my troubles, and in thoſe times of humi- 
liation opened my ear to diſcipline. I was 
now led to look ſeriouſly at the means by 
which I was drawn from the pure truth, and 
learned this, that, if I would live in the life 
which the faithful ſervants of God lived in, 
I muſt not go into company as heretofore in 
my own will; but all the cravings of ſenſe 
muſt be governed by a divine principle In 
times of ſorrow and abaſement theſe inſtruc- 
tions were ſealed upon me, and I felt the 
power of Chriſt prevail over ſelfiſh deſires, fo 
that I was preſerved in a good degree of ſtea- 
dineſs; nl being young, and believing at 
that time that a ſingle life was beſt for me, | 
was ſtrengthened to keep from ſuch company 

as had often been a ſnare to me. 

I kept ſteadily to meetings; ſpent firſt day- 
afternoons chiefly in reading the ſcriptures and 
other good books ; and was early convinced 
in my mind, that true religion conſiſted in an 

inward life, wherein the heart doth love and 
reverence God the Creator, and learns to ex- 

erciſe true juſtice and goodneſs, not only to- 

ward all men, but alſo toward the brute crea- 

tures.— That, as the mind was moved, by an 

inward principle, to love God as an inviſible 
incomprehenſible Being, by the ſame princi- 

ple it was moved to love him in all his mani- 

_ feſtations in the viſible world. — That, as by 
1 his breath the flame of life was kindled in 


love Go 


mas 
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all animal ſenſible creatures, to ſay we love 


| God, and, at the ſame time, exerciſe cruelty... 


towards the leaſt creature, is a contradiction 


in itſelf. 3 * 


1 found no narroneſs eee ſeas and , 
opinions ; but believed, that ſincere upright- 8 ; * 
hearted un: in every ſociety, ,who waly 
were accepted of him 

As I lived under the croſs, and. ſimply fol⸗ i 
lowed the openings of truth, my mind, from 8 


day to day, was more enlightened; e 


mer acquaintance were leſt to judge of me as 
they would, for I found it ſafeſt for me to oF, 
live in private, and keep theſe things ſealed + . 

up in wy own breaſt. While I filently pon- 

der on that change wrought i in me, I find no 
language equal to it, nor any means to con- 

vey to another a clear idea of it. I looked 

upon the works of God in this viſible crea- 

tion, and an awfulneſs covered me; my heart 

was tender and often contrite, and univerſal 

love to my fellow- creatures increaſed in me: 

this will be underſtood: by ſuch as have 
trodden the ſame path. Some glances of real 
beauty may be ſeen in their faces, who dwell 
in true meekneſs. There is a harmony in 

the ſound of that voice to which divine love 

gives utterance, and ſome appearance of right 

order in their temper and conduct, whoſe 
paſſions are, regulated ; yet. all theſe do not 

fully ſhew forth that inward life to ſuch as 

have not felt it: but this white ſtone, and 

new name is known rightly | to. ſuch only as 


have it. 
Though 
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Though I had been thus ſtrengthened to 


bear the croſs, I ſtill found myſelf in great 


danger, having many weaknefles attending 
me, and ſtrong temptations to wreſtle with; 
in the feeling whereof I frequently withdrew 
into private places, and often with tears be- 
ſought the Lord to help me, whoſe gracious 


car was open to my cry. 


All this time I lived with my parents, and 


© wrought on the plantation; and, having had 


_ ſchooling pretty well for a planter, I uſed to 
improve it in winter evenings, and other lei- 


- ſure times; and, being now in the twenty- 


+ firſt year of my age, a man, in much buſi- 
neſs at ſhop-keeping and baking, aſked me, 
if I would hire with him to tend ſhop and 
keep books. I acquainted my father with 
the propoſal ; and, after ſome deliberation, it 
was agreed for me to go. ; | 

Alt home I had lived retired ; and now, ha- 
- ving a proſpect of being much in the way of 
company, I felt frequent and fervent cries in | 
my — to God, the father of mercies, that 
he would preſerve me from all corruption; 
that, in this more public employment, I 
might ſerve him, my gracious Redeemer, in 
that humility and ſelf-denial, with which I 
had been, in a ſmall degree, exerciſed in a 
more private life. The man, who employed 
me, furniſhed a ſhop in Mount-Holly, about 
five miles from my father's houſe, and fix 
from his own; and there I lived alone, and 
tended his ſhop. . Shortly after my ſettlement 
here I was viſited by ſeveral young people, 
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my former acquaintance, who knew not but 


vanities would be as agreeable to me now as 
ever; and, at theſe times, I cried to the 


Lord in ſecret, for wiſdom and ſtrength; for | 


I felt myſelf encompaſſed. with difficulties, 
and had freſh occafion to bewail the follies of 
time paſt, in contracting a familiarity with 
libertine people: and, as I had now left my 
father's houſe outwardly, I found my heaven- 
ly Father to be merciful to me beyong t | 
I can expreſs. - 

By day I was much ed people, od 
had many trials to go through; but, in the 
evenings, I was moſt ly alone, and may with 
thankfulneſs acknowledge, that, in thoſe 
times, the ſpirit of ſupplication was often 
poured upon me; under which I was fre- 
quentiy exeiiciſed, and felt ay RrEngen: ar 
newed. | 

In a four nde tene 1 came here, my | 
maſter bought ſeveral Scotchmen, ſervants, 
from on-board a veſſel, and brought them to 
Mount-Holly to ſell ; one of which Was ta- 
ken fick, and die. 

In the latter part of his Geknoſ he, beings. 
delirious, uſed to curſe and ſwear moſt ſor- 
rowfully ; and, the next night after his buri- 
al, I was left to ſleep alone in the ſame cham- 
ber where he died; I perceived in me a timo- 


rouſneſs ; I knew, however, I had not injured 


the man, but aſſiſted in taking care of him 


| according to my capacity; and was not free 
to aſk any one, on that occaſion, to ſleep with 
me: nature was feeble; but every trial was 


a freſh 


* 


EH 
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a freſh incitement to give myſelf up wholly 
to the ſervice of God, for I found no helper 

like him in times of troubbe. 

After a while, my former acquaintance gave 
over expecting me as one of their company; 
and I began to be known to ſome whoſe con- 
verſation was helpful to mie: and now, as 1 
had experienced the love of God, through 
| 8 hriſt, to redeem me from many pol 
lutions, and to be a ſuccour to me through 
a ſea of conflicts, with which no perſon was 
fully acquainted; and, as my heart was often 
enlarged in this heavenly principle, I felt a 
tender compaſſion” for the youth, who re- 
mained entangled in ſnares, like thoſe which 
had entangled me from one time to another: 
this love and tenderneſs increaſed; and my 


mind was mote ſtrongly engaged for the good 


of my fellow- creatures. I went to meetings 
in an awful frame of mind, and endeavoured to 
be inwardly acquainted with the language of 

the true Shepherd; and, one day, being un- 
der à ſtrong exereiſe of ſpirit, I ſtood up, and 
faid ſome words in a meeting; but, not keep- 
Ing cloſe to the divine opening, I ſaid more 
than was required of me; and being ſoon ſen- 
fible of my error, I was afflicted in mind ſome 
weeks, without any light or comfort, even 
to that degree that I could not take ſatisfac- 
tion in any thing: I remembered God, and 
was troubled: and, in the depth of my diſ- 
treſs, he had pity upon me, and ſent the 
Comforter : I then felt forgiveneſs for my of- 
fence; and my mind became calm and quiet, 
* being 


hs co A ͤͤ aw £AA\ am. cw WM” Xo . „ wud 


„ mw A, wh ©” Þ tt I hos OY fy 


—_ - 5 - © ©5 


— 


' 


or JOHN WOOLM AN. rg 
being truly thankful to my dious Re- 
* for his mercies; and, y_ pri this, feel- 
ing the ſpring of divine love opened, and a 
concern to ſpeak, I ſaid a few words in a 
meeting, in which I found peace; chis, 1 
believe was about ſix weeks from the firſt 
time: and, as I was thus humbled and dif- 
ciplined under the croſs,, my underſtanding 
became mote ſtrengthened to diſtinguiſh the 
pute ſpirit which 1nwardly moves upon the 
heart, and taught me to wait in filence ſome- 
times many weeks together, until I felt chat 
riſe which prepares the creature. 

From an inward purifying, and ſtedfaſt 
abiding under it, ſprings a lively operative 
defire for the good of others: all the faith- 
ful are not called to the public miniſtry; but 
whoever are, are called to miniſter of that 
which they have taſted and handled ſpiritu- 
ally. The outward modes of worſhip are va- 
rious ; but, wherever any are true miniſters 
of Jeſus Chriſt, it is from the operation of 
his ſpitit upon their hearts, firſt purifying 
them, and this ' giving them a n. ſenlo of 
the conditions of others. 3s 
This truth was early fixed in my mind | 
and I was taught to watch the pure 
and to take heed, leſt, while I was ting 
to ſpeak, my own will ſhould get uppermoſt, 
and -cauſe me to utter words from worldly 
wiſdom, and depart from the channel of the 
true goſpel-mini 

In 2 — of wy: outward affairs, 
I may fay, with thankfulneſs, I found truth 
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to be my ſupport; and I was reſpected in my 
maſter's family, who came to live in Mount- 
Holly within two years after my going there, 
About the twenty-third year o my age, 1 
had many freſh and heayenly openings, in 
reſpect to the care and providence of 58 Al- 
mighty over his creatures in general, and 
over man as the moſt noble amongſt thoſe 
which are viſible. And being clearly con- 
vinced in my judgment, that to place my 
whole truſt in God was beſt for me, I felt re- 
newed engagements, that in all things I might 
act on an inward principle of virtue, and 
purſue worldly buſineſs no farther, than as 
truth opened my way therein. * 
About the time called Chriſtmas, I obſerv- 


- 


3 ed many people from the country, and dwell -- 


ers in town, who, reſorting to public-houſes, 
ſpent their time in drinking and vain ſports, 
tending to corrupt one another; on which 
account I was much troubled. At one houſe, 
in particular, there was much diſorder; and 1 
believed it was a duty incumbent on me to go 

and ſpeak to the maſter of that houſe. I con- 
ſidered I was young, and that ſeveral elderly 
friends in town had opportunity to ſee theſe 
things; but though I would gladly have been 


excuſed, yet I could not feel my mind clear. 
The exerciſe was heavy: and, as I was read - 


ing what the Almighty ſaid to Ezekiel, re- 
ſpecting his duty as a watchman, the matter 
was ſet home more clearly; and then, with 
2 and tears, I beſought the Lord for 
his aſſiſtance, Who, in loving-kindneſs, gave 
00 | | me 
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me a reſigned heart: then, at a ſuitable op- 
portunity, I went to the publig-houſe ; and, - 
ſeeing the man amongſt much company, 1 
went to him, and told him, I wanted to fpeak 
with him; ſo we went aſide, and there; in 
the fear of the Almighty, I expreſſed to him 
what reſted on my mind; Which he took 
kindly, and afterward: ſhewed more regard 
to me than before. In a few years after- 
wards” he died, middle- aged; and I often 
thought that, had I neglected my duty in 
that caſe, it would have given me great 
trouble; and I was humbly thankful to my 
gracious Father, who had ſupported me here- 
in. | 

My employer having a negro woman, ſold 
her, and defired me to write a bill of ſale, 
the man being waiting who bought her: the 
thing was ſudden ; and, though the thoughts 
of writing an inſtrument of ſlavery for one 
of my fellow-creatures felt uneaſy, yet I re- 
membered, I was hired by the year, that it 
was my maſter who directed me to do it, and 
that it was an elderly man, a member of our 
ſociety, who bought her ; ſo, through weak- 
neſs, I. gave way, and wrote; but, at the 
executing it, I was ſo afflicted in my mind, 
that I ſaid, before my maſter and the friend, 
that I believed flave-keeping to be a practice 
inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian religion: this 
in ſome degree abated my uneaſineſs; yet, as 
often as I reflected ſeriouſly upon it, I thought 
I ſhould have been clearer, if I had defired to 
have been excuſed from it, as a thing againſt 


my 
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my conſcience ; for ſuch it was. And, ſome 
time after this, a young man, of our fociety, 
ſpoke to me to write a conveyance of a flaye 
to him, he having lately taken a negro into 
his houſe : I told him I was not eaſy to write 
it; for though many of our meeting, and in 
other places, kept s, 1 ſtill believed the 
practice was not right, and de red to be ex. 
caſed from the writing. I fpoke to him in 
good-will; and he told me that keeping ſtave: 
was not altogether agrecable to his mind 
but that the ſhave deing a gift to 179 wife he 
had accepted of her. 


WW 5 
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His frft journey, on a Foligious vifit, into Ef- 
erfey, in company with Abraham Farring- 
tan — His thoughts on merchandizing, and 5 
learning a trade Hir ſecond Journeys with 
Jade Andres, into ennfyFoaniay Marys 
| land, Virginia, and North-Carolng.'— His 
third journey, with Peter Andrews, through 
part of 2 and Eaſt Ferſe — Sams account 
of his fiſter Elizabeth, and her death — Hit 
fourth journey, with Pater Andrews, through 
| Mews. ork and Long- Hand, to Mut Eng- 
land — And his fifth, journey, with 500 
Sykes, to the eaſtern ſbore of Maryland, and 
le lower counties on Delaware. 


AY eſteemed friend, Abraham Farring- 
4 ton, being about to make a viſit to 
riends on the eaſtern ſide of this province, 
and having, no companion, he propoſed to 
me to go with Bim; and, after a conference 
with Ene elderly friends, I agreed to go: 
we ſet out the fifth day of the ninth month, 
in the year 1743; had an evening-mecting at 
a tavern in Brunſwick, a town in which none 
of our ſociety dwelt-z the room was full, 
and the people quiet. Thence to Amboy, and 
had an evening- meeting in the court-houſe ; 
fo which many people came, among, whom 
were ſeveral members of the aſſembly, they 
being. in town on public affairs of the pro- 
. C 2 vince : 


,” 
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vince : in both theſe meetings my ancient 
companion was enlarged to preach, in the 
love of the goſpel. Thence we went to Wood- 
bridge, Raway, and Plainfield; and had fix 
or ſeven meetings in places where en 
of friends are not uſually held, being made 
up chiefly of Preſbyterians; and my beloved 
companion was frequently ſtrengthened to 
ubliſh the word of life amongſt them: as 
for me, I was often filent; and, when I ſpake, 
it was with much care, that I might ſpeak 
only what truth opened: and I learned ſome 
profitable leſſons. — We were out about two 
e 
Near this time, being on ſome outward bu- 
ſineſs in Which ſeveral families were concern- 
ed, and which was attended with difficulties, 
ſome things relating thereto not being clearly 
ſtated, nor rightly underſtood by all, there 
aroſe ſome heat in the minds of the parties, 
and one valuable friend; got off his watch; 
I had a great regard for him, and felt a ſtron 
inclination, after matters were ſettled, to ſeal 
to him concerning his conduct in that caſe : 
but I being a youth, and he far advanced in 
age and experience, my way appeared difh- 
cult; but, after ſome 7 deliberation, and 
inward ſeeking to the Lord for affiſtance, I 
was made ſubſect; ſo that I expreſſed what lay 
upon me in a way which became my youth 
and his years: and, though it was a hard taſk 
to me, it was well taken, and, I believe, was 
uſeful to us both. _ N 


Having 
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| Having now been ſeveral years with my 
emplo er, and he doing leſs at merchandize 
than ee I was thoughtful of ſome 
other way of buſineſs ; perceiving 3 
dize to be attended with much cumber, 
the way of trading 1 in theſe. pate. 

My mind, through the power of truth, was 
in a good degree weaned from the deſire of 
outward greatneſs, and I was learning to be 
content with real conveniencies, that were 
not coſtly; ſo that a way of life, free from 
much entanglement, appeared beſt for me, 
though the income might be ſmall. I had ſe- 
veral offers of buſineſs that appeared profita- 
ble, but did not ſee my wa y clear to accept 
of them; as believing the buſineſs propoſed 
would be attended Wich more outward care 
than was required of me to engage in. 

I faw that a humble man, with the bleſſing 
of the Lord, might live on a little: and that 
where the heart was ſet on in ſucceſs 


in buſineſs did not ſatisfy the craving; but 


that commonly, with an increaſe of wealth, 
the defire of wealth increaſed. There was a 
care on my mind fo to paſs my time, that 
nothing might hinder me from the _ moſt 
ot attention to the voice * che true Shep- 
erd. | 

My employer, though now. a retailer of 
goods, was. by trade a, taylor, and kept a 
fervant-marr at that buſineſs ; and 1 began 


to think about learning the trade, expecting 
that, if ſhould ſettle, I might, by this trade 
and a little retailing of goods, get 4 r 
TOMS „„ © 5s 
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in a plain way, without the load of great 
buſineſs; I mentioned it to my N N 
and we ſoon. agreed on terms ; and then, 
when I had leiſure from the affairs of mer- 
chandize, I worked with his man. I believed 
the hand of Providence pointed out this bu- 
ſineſs for, me; and was taught to be content 
with it, though I felt, at times, a diſpoſitigg 
that would haye fought for ſomething great- 
ter; but, through the revelation, of Jeſus 
Chriſt, IL had ſeen the happineſs of humility, 
and there was an earneſt defire in me to en- 
ter deep into it; and, at times, this deſire 
aroſe to a degree of fervent ſupplication, 
wherein my foul was ſo environed with hea: 


venly light and conſalation, that things were 
made ealy to me which had been otherwiſe, 
After ſome time, my employer's wife died; 
ſhe was a virtuous woman, and generally be- 
loyed of her neighbours : and, ſoon after this, 
he left ſhopkeeping, and we parted, I then 
wrought at my trade, as a taylor ; carefully 
attended meetings for worſhip and diſcipline; 
and found an enlargement of goſpel-love in 
my mind, and therein a concern to viſit 
friends in ſome of the back- ſettlements af 
Pennſylvania and Virginia; and, being thought - 
ful about a companion, I expreſſed it to m 

heloyed friend, Iſaac Andrews, who then to 
me that he had drawings to the ſame plages ; 
alſo to go through Maryland, Virginia, and 
Carolina. After conſiderable time paſt, and 
ſeveral canferences with him, i] felt ealy 40 
accompany him, throughout, if way, opened 
2 fo 


for 
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for it. I opened the caſe in our monthly 7 
meeting; and, friends expreſſing their unity 
therewith, we obtained certificates to trayel 
as companions ; his from Haddonfield, and 
mine from Burlin 
We left our province on the twelfth. 15 
of the third month, in the year 1746, and 
had ſeveral meetings in the upper part of 
Cheſter county, and near Lancaſter; in ſome 
of which, the love of Chriſt prevailed, uni- 
ting us together in his ſervice. Then we 
croſſed the river Suſquehannah, and had ſe- 
veral meetings in a new ſettlement, called 
the Red-Lands ; the oldeſt of which, as I 
was informed, did not exceed ten years, It 
is the poorer ſort of people that commonly 
in to improve remote defarts: with a 
ſmall ſtock they have houſes to build, lands 
to clear and . corn to raiſe, clothes to 
provide, and children to educate ; that friends, 
who vifit ſuch, may well ſympathiſe with 
them in their hardſhips in the wilderneſs; 
and though the beſt entertainment ſuch. can 
give may ſeem coarſe to ſome ho are uſed 
to cities, or old ſettled places, it becomes the 
diſciples of Chriſt to be content with it. Our 
hearts were ſometimes enlarged in the love 
of our heavenly Father amongſt theſe people 
and the- — influence of his ſpirit ſup- 
Lhe us gh ſome Jidfculdes.; to him 
prai 

aſſed on to Manoquacy, Fairfax, 
hats y and Shanando, and had meet- 
ings 5 ſome of which were comfortable and 

C4 edifying 
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edifying. From Shanando we ſet off in the 
afternoon for the old ſettlements of friends in 
Virginia; and, the firſt night, we, with our 
pilot, lodged in the woods, our horſes feed- 
ing near us; but he being poorly provided 
with a horſe, and we young and having good 
horſes, were free the next day to part with 
him; and did ſo. In two days after, we 
reached to our friend John Cheagle's, in Vir. 
ginia: ſo we took the meetings in our way 
through Virginia; were, in ſome degree, 
baptized into a feeling ſenſe of the condi- 
tions of the people; and our exerciſe in ge- 
neral was more painful in theſe old ſettle- 
ments, than it had been amongſt the back 
inhabitants: but, through the goodneſs of 
our heavenly Father, the well of living- wa- 
ters was, at times, opened to our encou- 
ragement and the refreſhment of the ſincere- 
hearted.” We went on to Perquimons, in 
N orth- Carolina; had ſeveral meetings, which 
were large ; $3: and found ſome openneſs in 
thoſe parts, and a Hopeful appearance amongſt 
the young people. So we turned again to 
Virginia, and attended moſt of the meetings 
which we had not been at before, labouring 
amongſt friends in the love of Jeſus Chriſt, 
as ability was given: and thence went to the 
mountains, up James-River, to a new ſettle- 
ment; and had ſeveral meetings amongſt the 
people, ſome of whom had ng nee in 
memberſhip with our ſociety, 
In our journeying to and fro, we Hopi 
ſome honeſt-hearted- Toons; who * 


ebe 
1 f 
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to be concerned for the cauſe of ee 3 


a backſliding people. | 
From Virginia, we orbſfod⸗ over 0 river 


Patowmac, at Hoe's ferry, and made a gene- 


ral viſit to the meetings of friends on the 
weſtern ſhore of Maryland; and were at 
their quarterly meeting. We had ſome hard 


labour amongſt them, endeavouring to diſ—- 


charge our duty honeſtly as way opened, in 
the love of — kn ſundry 
meetings in our way, we paſſed homeward ; 
where, through the favour of divine Provi- 
dence, we reached the ſixteenth day of the 
ſixth month, in the year 1746; 4 I: may 
fay that, through the aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Spirit, my companion and J travelled in — 
— * and parted in the ee en bur 
bro erly love. al 

Two things were debe to me in this 
journey: firſt, in regard to my entertain- 
ment: when I ate, drank, and lodged, at free- 
coſt, with people who lived in eaſe on the 
hard labour of their ſlaves, I felt uneaſy; 
and, as my mind was inward to the Lord, I 
found, from place to place, this uneaſineſs 


return upon me, at times, through the whole 


viſit. Where the maſters bore a good ſhare 
of the burthen, and lived frugally, ſo that 
their ſervants were well provided for, and 
their labour moderate, I felt more eaſy; but 
where they lived in a coſtly way, and laid 
heavy burthens on their ſlaves, my exerciſe 
was often great, aud 'I frequently had con- 
e with 3 in private, concerning 

0 15 it. 
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it. Secondly :- this trade of importing faves 
from their native country being much en. 
couraged amongſt them, and the White peo- 
ple and their children ſo generally living 
without much labour, was frequently the 
ſubject of my ſerious thoughts: — 145 in 
theſe ſouthern provinces ſo many vices and 
corruptions, increaſed by this trade and this 
way of life, that it appeared to me 28 a 
gloom over the land; and though now 
many willingly run into it, yet, in future, 
the conſequence will be —— to poſte · 
rity: I expreſs it as it ha 

Bot at once, nor twice, but as a matter ixe 


on my mind. 

Soon after my return hogs T aol in- 
ereaſing concern for friends on our ſea-coaſt ; 
and, on the eighth day of the eighth month, 
in the year 1746, with the unity of friends, 
and in company with my beloved friend and 
neighbour, Peter Andrews, brother to. my 

before-mentioned, we ſet for- 


ward, and viſited meetings generally about 


| Balem, Cape May, Great and Little Egg- 


Harbour; and had meetings at Barnagat, 
Mannahockin, and Mane- Squan and ſo to the | 
yearly meeting at Shrewſbury. Through the 
goodneſs of the Lord way was opened, and 
the ſtrength of divine love was ſometimes 
felt in our aſſemblies, to the comfort and 
help of thoſe who were rightly concerned be- 
fore him, We were out twenty-two days, 
and rode, utation, three hundred 


by 
* forty miles. At * yearly- meets 
ing, 


or JOHN WOOLMAN:” 7 
ing, we met with our dear friends, Michael 
Lightfoot and Abraham Farrington, who had 
good ſervice there. b. r 


The winter following my eldeſt ſiſter, Kli- 
zabeth Woolman, jun. died of the ſmall-pox, 
aged thirty-one years. She was, from her 
youth, of a thoughtful diſpokition ; and very }. . 
compaſſionate to her acquaintance in the 
ſickneſs or diſtreſs, being ready to help as 
far as (he could, She was dutiful to her 

rents; ang inſtance whereof follows jt 


ing then near the eſtate of young women, 
had an inclination, one firſt- day after meet» - 
ing, to go on à viſit to ſome other young 
women at ſome diſtance off; whole compa ; 
ny, I believe, would have done them no 
good. They expreſſed their deſire to out pa- 
rents; who were diflatisfied with the prope» 
fal, and topped them. The dame day; as 
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appened that ſhe, and two of her lifters, be» © 
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ei o - Haddonkeld, i . 11th month "194% 


Beloved brother, John rb iy Th 


In that love which deſires de Welfire of 
all men, I write unto thee : I received thine, 
dated ſecond day of the tenth month laſt, 
with which I was comforted. My ſpirit is 
 bowed' with thankfulneſs that I ſhould be 
remembered; "who am unworthy ; but the 
Lord is full of mercy, and his goodneſs is 
extended to the meaneſt of his creation; 
therefore, in his infinite love, he hath pi- 
tied, and ſpared; and ſhewed mercy, that 1 
have not been cut off nor quite loſt; but, at 
| _ Jam refreſhed and comforted as with 
. pſe of his preſence, which is more, 
to the immortal part, than all which this 
world can afford: ſo, with deſires for wy 
5 with my own, I remain 


fg affeftion ate  fſter, 
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In the fore part of her illneſs . was in 
great ſadneſs and dejection of mind, of 
which ſhe told one of her intimate friends 
and ſaid, when I was a young girl I was 
wantof and airy, but I thought I had tho- 
- ;hly re nted of it; and added, I have 

ebe great ſatisfaction in meetings.” 
Though ths Wi was thus diſconſolate, ſtill ſhe 
retained a hope, which was as an anchor to 
her: and ſometime after, the ſame friend 
came 
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came again to ſee her, to whom ſhe men- : 
tioned.her former expreſſions, and ſaid, it is 
otherwiſe now,, for the Lord hath — | 
me ſeven- fold; and I am unable to expreſs 
the greatneſs of his love manifeſted to me. 
Her diſorder Appearing | dangerous, and un 
mother being ſorrowful, ſhe took notice 4 | 
it, and ſaid, © dear mother, weep not for mes 
I go to my. God: and, many times, with an 
audible voice, uttered praiſe to her Re- 
deemer... of. it tied owt de tial & 

A friend, coming ſome miles to ſee her the | 
morning before ſhe died, aſked her, how ſhe 
did ? <= anſwered, <* I have had a hard night, 
but ſhall not —— another ſuch, for I thall | 
die, and it will be well; with my foul, and i 
deco rdin ly died the next evening 

The following ejaculations were found | 
amongſt her W ; lan, „I believe, * 
four times: 311 ing A 

I. Oh!. that of my head an . a8 Waters, and 


mine eyes as a fountain of tears, that I might Ea 


weep Fs a and Nicht-, a eee un 
my. Go | 2 

II. O Lord, that 1 may enjoy thy. _ 
ſence !-or elſe time. is. loſt, and my: life 5 
55 til, Ee 
III. O Lord, chat 1 may receive bread 
from thy. table, and that OF grace. my 5 
abound i in e 

IV. O Lord, that I may be r 
with thy p reſence, that I may be ſeaſoned 
with Jos alt, tien Re th MAY hana 25 


me 1, | 
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Of late I found drawings in my mind to 
viſit friends in 1 and, fravin 
am opprturity 7 in company wit 
my beloved ee e lM Ra- 
ving obtained certificites from ort monthly 
meeting, ſet forward o the fxteenth day of 
the third month; in the year” 1747, and 
teuehec the yecarly meeting at Long-Ifland; 
# which were or friertds, Satrruel Notting- 
ham from Engfand, fohn Griffith, fane 
Hoſkins, and Elizabeth Hudſon from Penn- 
fylvania, and Facob Andrews from Cheffer- 
field: Several of whom were” fivoured in 
their publie exercife ; ard, through the 
goedneſs of chte Lord, we Had ſome edifying 
meetings. After this, my compariort and 
viſited friends orr Eong-I &; and, throwgh 
the mereies of God, we were Helped in the 
Work. s $143 THT, © SVULIDDTY en 8 LIED 
Beſides going to the "ſettled meetings of 
friends; we were at à general meeting at Se- 
tacltet, chiefly made up of other ſocteties * 
aid” had à meetirg at Oyfter - Bay, in 4 
dwelling-houſe, at which were many people: 
_ at the ffrſt of whick there was not mach faid 
by way of teſtirtony; but it was, I believe, 4 
good meeting: at the latter, thronght the 
ſpringing ap of Hving waters, it was a day 
10 bc ully rerttembered. Having viſited 
the iſland, we went over to the main, taking 
meetings in our way, to Oblong, Nine-Part- 
ners, and New-Milford.— I theſe back - ſet- 
tlements we met with ſeveral people, who, 
through the immediate workings of the ſpi- 
: rit 
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ciety, uſed toi fpridk 


1 — ſouls. 1 
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rit of Chriſi on their minds, 1 
the vanities: of the world, to an inward ac- 


quaintance with him : they were educated in 


the way of the Preſbyterians. A conſiderabſe 
number of the youth, members of that ſo- 
their time often together 
in merriment; but ſome of the principal young 
men of that ny being viſited by the 
ever workings of the fpirit of Chriſt, and, 

thereby led humbhy to take up his croſs. 
could no longer join in thoſe vanities; and 


as theſe ſtood ſtedfaſt to that inwards con- 


rincement, they were made a bbeſſing to ſome 
of their former companions; fo that, through 
3 of truth, teveral were into 

ſe exercife concermm eternal well. 


young people 
continued: for a time to frequent their pub- 


lic worfhup; and, betides that, had: meetings 
of their own. ; „ whickt meetings were aowhile 
allowed by their prea cher;. who, fometimes, 
met with them: pray in time, therr judg- 
ment, in matters of religion n, diſagreeing with 
ſome of the articles: of the Preſb 
their meetings were diſapproved by that ſo- 
ciety'; and fuch of them a4 ftood firm to 
their duty; as it was inwardly 3 
had many diffrenlties 3 through : and 


their meetings wert im a: whale dropped; fome 
of then returning to the errans and 
others. of them, aſter a dime, Joined our: reli 


gious ſorirty. 
F had . Hitcbes 


ral 
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ral of them are acquainted with the nature of 
that worſhip which is performed in ſpirit and 
in truth. From hence, accompanied by Amos 
Powel, a friend from Long-Ifland, we rode 
through Connecticut, chieffy inhabited by Preſ- 
byterians, who were generally civil to us; and, 
after three days riding, we came amongſt 
friends in the colony of Rhode-Iſland. We 
viſited friends in and about Newport, and 
Dartmouth, and generally in thoſe parts; and 
then to Boſton ; and proceeded eaſtward: as 
far as Dover: and then returned to New- 
port; and, not far from thence, we met our 
friend, Thomas Gawthrop, from England, who 
was then on a viſit to theſe provinces. From 
Newport we ſailed to Nantucket; were there 
near a week; and from thence came over to 
Dartmouth: and, having finiſhed our viſit in 
theſe parts, we croſſed the ſound from New- 
2 to Long-Iſland; and, taking ſome 
meetings on the iſland, proceeded homeward ; 
where we reached the. thirteenth day of the 
ſeventh; month, in the year 1747, having rode 


about fifteen hundred miles, and failed about 


oy ey 1 nee 

In this journey, 1 may ay, i in — we 
were ſometimes in much weakneſs, and la- 

boured under diſcouragements; and at other 
times, through the renewed manifeſtations of 
divine love, we had ſeaſons of r 
wherein the power of truth prevailed. 

Me were taught, by renewed experience, 
to labour for an inward ſtillneſs; at no time 
to ſeek for words, but to live in the ſpirit uf 

tru 
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truth, and utter that to the people which truth 
opened in us. My beloved companion and I 
belonged to one meetings came forth in the mi- 
niſtry near the ſame time, and were inwardly 
united in the work; he was about thirteen 
years older, than I, bore the heavieſt burthen, 
and was an inſtrument of the greateſt uſe,”".- 
Finding a concern to viſit friends in the 
lower counties on Delaware, and on the eaſ- 
tern ſhore of Maryland, and having an oppor- 
tunity to join with my well-beloved ancient 
friend, John Sykes, we obtained certificates, 
and ſet off the ſeventh day of the eighth 
month, in the year 1748; were at the meet 
ings of friends in the lower counties, attended 
the yearly meeting at Little - Creek, and made 
a viſit to the chief of the meetings on the 
Jeaſtern ſhore; and fo home by the' way of 
Nottingham: were abroad about ſix Weeks, 
and rode, by computation, about five hun- 
dred 400, fifty mies.. e 
Our exerciſe, at times, was heavy; but, 
through the goodneſs of the Lord, we were 
often refreſhed: and I may ſay, by experi- 
ence, „He is a ſtrong hold in the day of 
trouble. Though our ſociety, in theſe parts, 
appeared to me to be in a declining condition; 
yet, I believe, the Lord hath a' people a- 
mongſt them, who labour to ſerve him up- 
rightly, but have many difficulties to en- 
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_ His dat he as of his abb 
Journies into the upper part f New- Ferig 
and afterwards into F on 
. rations on keeping ſlaves, and his viſits to th 
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A but this time, believing it, good fa 
me to ſettle, and 8 ga b 
out 2 companion, my heart was turned 2 
Lord with deſires that he would give me w 
dom to proceed therein agreeable to bis Wy 
and he was pleaſed to giye me a well-inclind 
damſel, Sarah Ellis; to whom I was marie 
the eighteenth day of 1 month} in tht 
year 1749. 
In che fall af the year 1750 died my 185 
e Woolman, with. a fever, 308, 
xt hy | 
"Th + 9 he manifelted m Much can 
for us his children, that in dur outh we 
might learn to fear the Lord; Cent endes 
vouring to imprint in our minds cke true prit- 
Ciples of virtue, and particularly to cheriſh u 
us a ſpirit of tenderneſs, not only towards pod 
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people, but alſo wx: mY andre which - 
wehad ad the command. |” Abi c 
After my return from Carolina in — 
2746. made ſome obſetvations on kerping 
flaves, which ſome time before his deceaſe 1 
ſnewed him; and he peruſed the manuſcript, 
ropoſed a few alterations, and appeared well 

ſatisfied that I found a concern on that ac-- 
count: and in his laſt ſickneſs, as I Was 

watching with him one night, he being ſo far 
ſpent ing there was no expectation of his reco- 
very, but having the 3 uſe of his under- 
ſtanding, he aſked me the manu 
ſeript, whether I ſoon to ptoceed to 
take the advice of — in publiſhing it ? 
and, after ſome converſation thereon, ſaid, 1 
have all along been deeply affected with the 
2 the poor nogroes and now, at 

my concern for them is as great as ever. 

By his direction, I had —— his will in a 
time of health, and that night he deſired me 
to read it to him, which I did; and he ſaid 
it was agreeable to his mind. He khen made 
mention of his end, which he believed was 
near; and fignified, that, though he was 
ſenſible of many imperfections in the courſe 
of his life, yet his experience of the power 
of truth, and of the love and els: of 
God from time to time, even till now, Was 
ſuch, that he had no doubt but that, in lea- 
ving ons ow he ſhould enter into one react 


The next day his iter Elizabeth came to 
lee him, and told him of the deceaſe of their 
D 2 ſiſter 
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fſiſter Ann, who died a few days before: he 
then ſaid, I reckon ſiſter 4 Was free to 
leave this world? Elizabeth ſaid, ſhe was: 
he then ſaid, I alſo am free tei leave it; and, 
being ih great weak neſs of body ſaid, I hope 
I ſhall:ſhortly! go to reſt.” He continued in 
a weighty frame . e and was en 
near the laſt. J em 15021 
On the oy Hay! of the ninth ce in 
the year 1751, feeling drawings in my mind 
to viſit friends at the Great- Meadows. in the 
upper part of Weſt- Jerſey, with the unity of 
4 „ 3 y- meeting, I went there; AD 
ſome — — laborious exerciſe amongſt 
friends in theſe: 6 ns PR found van as 
therein. 1 1602 
In the dan moth: We? the - yeat 175 3, 
company with my vell· eſteemed friend, John 
Sykes, and . the unity of friends, t 
travelled about two weeks, viſiting friends 
in Bucks - county. We laboured in the love 
af the gaſpel, according to ſthe meaſure re- 
ceived ; and, through the mercies of him, 
who is ſtrength to the poor who! truſt in him, 
we found ſatisfaction in our viſit: and, in the 
next winter, way opening to viſit friends fi- 
milies within the compais of our monthly- 
meeting, partly by the labours of two friends 
from Pennſylvania, I joined in ſome part of 
the work; having had a deſire are 
it might go forward amongſt us. 
About this time, a perſon at ſome diſkance 
Jying ſick, his brother came to me to Write 
. will: I knew he had ſlaves; and, aſking 


E his 
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his. brother; Was told he intended to leave 
them as ſlaves to his children. As writing 
is a profitable employ, and as offending ſober 
people was diſagreeable to my inelination, 1 
was ſtraitened in my mind ; but, as I looked 
o dea he inclined my heart to his teſ- 
timony: and I told the man, that I — 
the practice of continuing fla very to this 
people Was not right; and had a ſeruple in 
my mind againſt doing writings” that? 
kind: that, though many in our ſocietydtept 
them as ſlaves, ſtill I Was not eaſy to he Con 
cerned in ĩt; and deſired to be excuſed from 
going to write the will. I ſpake to him in 
the tic nu the Lord; andthe made nel reply”! 
to what I ſaidʒ but Went abray: he, ale had 
ſome concerns in the practioe; and I thought 
he was diſpleaſed with me. In this eaſe 15 
had a freſh) confirmation, that acting contrary 
to preſent out ward intereſt;\ from a motive of 
divine love, and in regard to truth and riphte- 
ouſneſs, opens the Way to a treaſure hetter than 
ſilver, and to a friendſhip ein the friend- 
ſhip of men. irt 25 5% 0 SOT arc ro a 1 
The manuſeript beforb· mentioned having 
lain by me ſeveral years; the publication of 
it reſted weightily upon me; and this year 1 
offered it to the reviſal of friends, WhO, ha- 
ving examined and made ſome ſmall altera- 
tions in it, directed a number of copies there- 
of to be beef ena unt e amongſt 
friends. nage nenn 
In the year 1754. 1 Found! my mind drawn 
to Join in a viſit to friends families belonging 
f 95 D 3 to 
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_ — monthl ting; and has 
probation of our on, I went to 
— hee real. ly-mecting in order to confer: 
with friends, and ſee if way opened for it: 
IJ had conference with ſome of their mem- 
bers; the propoſal having been opened before 
in their meeting, and one friend agreed to 
join with me as a companion for à begin- 
ning; but, when meeting was ended, I felt 
great diſtreſs of mind, and doubted what 
way to take, or whather- to go home and wait 
for greater clearneſs: I kept my diſtreſs ſe- 
cret; and, going with a friend to his: houſe, 
my deſires were to the great Shepherd for his 
heavenly inſtruction; and in the morning I 
felt eaſy to proceed: on the viſit, being very 
low in my mind: and as mine eye was turn- 
ed to the Lord, waiting in families in deep 
reverence before him, he was pleaſed graci- 
ouſly to afford help; ſo that we had — 
comfortable opportunities, and it appeared as 
a freſh viſitation to ſome young . 10 
ſpent ſeveral weeks this winter in a 
part of which time was employed near home. 
And again, in the following winter, I was ſe- 
veral Weeks in the ſame ſervice; ſome part of 
the time at Shrew in company with m uy | 
beloved friend, John Sykes; and — cau 
humbly to acknowledge, that, through the 
— of the Lord, our hearts were, at 
times, enlarged in his love; and ſtrength was 
given to go 7 the trials Which, in the 
. our n. ne . N 0 


From 


e JOHN WOOLMAN: *: = 
10 4 diſigreenienit between the powers 
of England and France, it was now a tune of - 
trouble on this Continent ; and an epiſtle to 
friends Went Fore from Sur eneral ſpring-- 
meeting, which Lech E EY AR: al to give: a . 


in Lg Journal.” * 2 
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AH 1D: avifiubort $93 ob tiod cities. 
as EPISFLE-from our NE Feat a | 
ing of miniſters and elders for Pennſylva- 
nia and New-Jerſey, held at Philadelphia, 
from the twenty ninth of the third month, 
to the firſt ot: the fourth month, incluſiue, 
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N an humble ſenſe of Mine gbd, . 
the gracious continuation of God's love to 
his people, we tenderly ſalute you: and are 
at this me therein engaged in mind, that all 
of us who' profeſs the Nerz, as held forth 
and publiſhed by our worthy predeceſſors in 
this 5 age of the world, may keep near 
to that life which is the light of men, and be 
ſtrengthened to hold faſt the profeſſion of our 
faith without wavering, that our truſt may 
not be in man, but in the Lord alone, who 
ruleth in the army of Heaven, and in the king- 
doms of men, before whom the earth is as- 
* the duſt of the balance; and her inhabi- 


tants as nan Ifa. xl. 22. © 
D 4 We 
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.We * copyinced that the gracious de- 
ſign of the Almighty in | ſending 155 Son. in 
to the world, Was to. pf 2 the MT N | 

by. diſobedience, to finith ſin and 8 
ſion, that his kingdom might come, and. his 
will be done on earth as it 18 in heaven) have 
found it. to be our duty to ceaſe from thoſe 
national conteſts productive of miſery and 
bloodſhed; and ſubmit our (cauſe to him; 
the Moſt High, whoſe tender love to his chil- 
dren'exceeds the moſt warm affections of na- 
tural parents, and who hath promiſed to his 
ſerd throughout the earth, as to one indivi- 
dual, 1 wil never leave thee, nor farſake 
3 Heb. xiii. 5. y 55 as we, through 
t ious dealings of r God, 
have eg —— of hw . 2 5 þ 
carried on, not by earthly might, n 

« power, but by my Spirit, Hith the EY 


of hoſts: Zech. iy. G. by. which ope 
tion, chat ſpiritual kin dom is ſet up, hel 
is. to ſubdue and break in pieces all' king- 
doms that, o it, and ſhall ſtand for ever; 
in a degp ſenſe thereof, and of, the ſakety, 
ſtability, and peace, there is. in it, We are de- 
firous that all who rofeſs. the truth, may be 
inwardly 8 ith it, and thereby, be 
qualified to conduct ourſelves i in all Parts 'of 
our life as becomes our peaccable profeſſion: 
and we truſt, as there is a faithful continuance 
to depend wholly upon: the, Almighty arm, 
from one generation to another, the peacea- 
ble kingdom will gradually be extended 
46 from ſca to ſea, and T1 the. river to 1 

| ends 
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1 es nation {ball not 


oi to fulfil then, let us conſtant] . 


our judgments, | or turn us 
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ends of the earth. Zech. br. 10. t 
pletion of thoſe e 1 


ift up a wor 


«nation, nor learn, war. any 4 more, 1 . * 
Mic iv 3 e d 
And, dei b beloved friendz. * ive, 


eſe promiles,-a and believe that God is 1 8 7 


* * * 


0 habe our” minds ſufficiently diſcritan 15 
1275 the ſaxfeiting cares "of this fe,” 
deemed from the! ove of the worl My 1 No 
eatthly ' pofſefligns, nor enjo Wi! 95 biz 
= f p fe 15 om that 6 92 
tion, and entire, tru in God, to 1 Kick” 4 
blefing is- moſt ſurely anne ge ot 3 Mee * 
we fay, e Our Redeemer is 
* plead our cauſe for us. Jer. 11 
for the farther promoting his 
purpoſes in the earth, he l 0 
tte of that bitter cup ee fa fa c — | 
have San partaken. * O that wre 0 
rightly prepared to receive it 5 
And now, dear friends, With reſpect. 15 1 
commotiohs and ſtirtings of the e 'of 
the earth. ät this time near us, We! aL Nef 
rous that none” of us may Beloved 115 
gut "repoſe 'ourſelves. in the munition“ 
„that ' rock; that alt dere ſhalt fo 
2 "niove, even in the knowled d Feelin; 
* of the eternal power of OY, keeping 
ſub; jectly given up up to his avetily wilt” 75 
1 feel it daily to mortify that Rh remains: 
in I of us WP 25 | this ng ; te 
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it; "and 7 many as do 1 of it, 55 
many will be ſtraitened and perplexed with 
it: but they. who are ſingle to the truth, 
waiting daily to feel the life and virtue ,0 of 
4 it in their hearts, theſe ſhall | rejoice. in the 
midſt of adyerfity, and have to experience, 
with the pro et, That ec Although the fig-, 
«< tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither all Fruit 
40 be in the vines; the labour of the olive 
r ſhall fail, and FL fields ſhall. yield. 90 
4 meat; the flock Hall be cut off from the 
4 fold, "and there ſhall be no herd in the 
| of Kale; N will bey rejoice in, the Lord, and 
2 in the God of cheir falvation.” Hab. ili. 


ie contrary pe this, we 8 the truth, 
and not living under the N and infſu- 
enge of - it, are producing fruits diſa grecable 
the puri ty thereof, and truſt to the engen 
man to ſupport ourſelves, therein our con- 
dence will N vain, For he, WhO removed 
the hedge from his vineyard, and gave it to 
be trodden under foot, by reaſon of the wild 
grape pes it produced, (Ifa. v. 5.) remains un- 
angeable : and if, for the chaſtiſement of 
3 and the farther promoting his 
own 
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own: glory, he:doth/ arise, even to Halte ter- 
ribly the earth, who then 1 57 e Him, 
and proſper! Nee 52742 20 2 
"We remain in da love of the goſ l, Jour 
ae and brethren.” „ n Nen 
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Signed by fourteen Felungs n USSR 
* Air 74 nter bit ys bd 4 
Seer to do writings relative to KS ep. 
ing ſlaves, having been a' means 6f fun fy - 
ſmall trials to me, in which I have ſo ei- 
dently felt my own will ſet aſide, I think” 
it good to mention a few of them, Trade" 

men and retailers of goods, WhO depend on 
their buſineſs for a living, are naturally in- 
clined to keep the good will of their euſtem- 
ers; nor is it a pleaſant thing for young 
men to be under any neceſſity to o queſtion the ; 
judgment or honeſty of elderly men, ; ah" 
more eſpecially of ſuch as have a fair 'tepu- 
tation. Deep rooted cuſtoms, though wrong, 
are not cafily altered; but it is the duty of 
every one to be firm in that which they cer- 
tainſy know is right for them. A charitable 
benevolent man, well acquainted with a ne- 
gro, may, I believe, under ſome cireuin-' fl 
ſtances, keep him in his family as" ſervant, 
from no other motives than the'negro's good; | 
but man, as man, knows not what ſhall cab. 0 
ter him, nor hath aſſurance that his children Ec 
will attain to that perfection in wiſdom. and” 
goodneſs neceſſaryrightly to exerciſe ſuchpow- 
er: it is clear to me, that 1 ought not to be 
the ſeribe where wills are drawn, in 3 
ome 
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ſome children are made abſolute maſters over 
others during life nm ol view 
About this time, an ancient man, of god 
eſteem in the neighbourhood, came to my 
houſe to get his will written ; he had young 
negroes; and I aſked him privately, how he 
1 to diſpoſe of them? he told me: 
then ſaid, I cannot write thy will without 
breaking my own peace; and reſpectfully 

gave him my reaſons for it: he ſignified that 
he had à choice that I ſhould have written it; 
but as FE could not, conſiſtent with my con- 
ſcience, he did not deſire it: and fo he got 
it Written by ſome other perſon. And, a ne 
N after, there being great alterations in 
is family, he came again to get me to write 
his will: his negroes were yet young; and 
his ſon, to whom he intended to give them 
Was, fince he firſt ſpoke to me, from a liber- 
tine, become a ſober voung man; ind he 
ſuppoſed,” that I would have been free, on 
that account, to write it. We had much 
friendly talk on the ſubject, and then de- 
ferred it: a few, days after, he came again, 
his will. — 01 1 12 710 ts [ an ee 
Near the time the laſt- mentioned friend 
fir ſt ſpoke to me, a neighbour. received a bad 
bruiſe in his body, and ſent for me to bleed 
him; which being done, he deſired me to 
write his will: I took notes; and, amongſt 
other things, he told me to Which of his 
children he gave his young negro: I conſi- 
dered the pain and diſtreſs he Was * 
erte | ew 


knew: r nö it all e ſo T Wrote His 
will, ſave only that part concerning his flaye, 
and, carrying it to his hedaſide, read it to him; 
and then told him, in a friendly Way, that 1 
could not write any kteulmentz by Whieh my 
fellow ereatures were made ſlaves, without 
bringing trouble on w_ o mind: I let Him 
know that I charged nothing for what I Had 
done; and deſired to be exduſed from deing 
the other part in the way he propoſed: we then 
had a ſerious conference on the ſubject; at 
length he agreeing to ſet her free 1 fined 

his will. 0ST TH ow 36 $355 3 8 209. 
Having found drawings in my mind to viſit 
friends on Long. Iſland, after obtaining a certi- 
ficate from our monthly-meeting, I ſet eff en 
the twelfth day of the fifth month, in the 
17 5. Whets L. reached the iſland; >Hlodged 
the firſt night at the houſe of my dear friend, 


Richard Hallet: the next day, being theft 


of the weck, I —— New- 
town ; in Which we experĩenced tlie fenewed 
manifeſtations of the love of [Jeſus'Chrilt}'to 
the comfort of the honoſt-Hearted. I'went 
that night to Fluſhing; and the next day, in 
EN with my beloved friend Matthew 
Franklin, ve eroſſed the ferty at White. Stone; 
were at three meetings on the main „and then 
returned to the iſland; Where I ſpent the re- 
mainder. of the week in viſiting meetings. The 
Lord, I believe, hath a people in thoſe parts 

who are honeſtly inclined, to ſerve Him- but 
many, I fear, are too much clogged with the 
1280 of this life, and do not come forward 


bearing 
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bearing the pan. in woch faighfvlacls es Ye 
calls for... 

My. mind was deeply and. in his oY 
both in public and private; and, at ſeveral 
places, obſerving that they had ſlaves, I found 
myſelf under a neceſſity, in a friendly way, to 
labour with them on that ſubject; expreſſ- 
ing, as way opened, the dent Aang of that 

ractice with the purity. of the Chriſtian re- 

jon, and the il effect of ene 
amongſt Wi: e 
The latter end 8 5 8 "their 3 
meeting began; at which were our friends 
John Scarbrough; Jane Hoſkins, and Suſan- 
nah Brown, from Pennſylvania: the public 
meetings were large, and EN WN 
with divine goodneſs. 
Ne exerciſe of my mind, at this Sos 

was chiefly on account of thoſe who were 
conſidered as the foremoſt rank in the ſoci- 
ety : and, in a meeting of miniſters and el- 
ders, way opened, that I expreſſed in ſome 
meaſure what lay upon me ; and, at a time 
when friends were met for tranſacting the 
affairs of the church, having ſet a while ſi- 


_ dent, I felt a weight on my mind, and ſtood 
ups and, through the gracious regard of our 
was 


heavenly Father, ſtre given fully to 
clear myſelf of a burthen a” mbch; for ſome 
Aae, had been increaſing upon me. n 
Through the humbling difatafatiohs df | 
vine eee _ are ſometimes fitted 
$:1ervice.' . The meſſages of the prophet 

he 4 were ſo 66— to the 'prople 


and 


and ſo reverle to the ſpirit they lived: i in, tha 
he became the object of their reproach; and, 
in the weakneſs of nature, i of; deſiſt- 
ing from his prophetic office; but, faith he, 
His werd Was in my heart as a. burning 
: « fire ſhut up in my bones; and I was weary 
% with forbearing, and could not ſtay. I 
ſaw at this time, 1 if 1 Was honeſt i in de- 
claring that which truth opened in me, I 
e not pleaſe all men; and labonred, to 
be content in the way of my duty, however 
diſagrecable to my own. inclination. After 
this 1 went home ward, taking Woodbridge | 
and Plainfield. in my way ; in both Which 
meetings, the pure influence of divine love 
was manifeſted ; in an humbling ſenſe Where 
of I went home; having been out about twen- 
ty-four days, and rode t three hundred 
and ſixteen. miles. 5 Bank” 
-_ While I was out on this journey, my zeart 
was much affected with a ſenſe of the ſtate 
of the churches in our ſouthern provinces: 
and, believing the Lord was calling me to 
ſome farther labour ;amongſt them, I was: 
bowed in reverence before him, - witt feryent 


defires that I 4 find, ſtrength. to; reign 


myſelf ! 995 b venl y will. Aale n aotty.* 
Unti 32 115 6 8 continued to re- 
tall — bes lowing my trade as a 


lar abqut hic time I grew) uneaſy 
on account of | buſneſs growing 100 cum- 
berſome. IL. ha begun with ſelling trim- 
mings for garments, and from thence. 


had to {ell ;6loths, and linens 3 4 


at 
length, 
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: length, Having got a (conſiderable op of goods, 

*my- trade" increafed every year, and the road to 

wor. buſineſs appeared OPT 9 felt a ſtop 
ind. 

bag ane erde öf- le Alrtighty, 

Had, in a good degree, lere to be content 

With 4 Plain way of living: T had bu ta ſmall 
family; and, on ſerigus co! nder on I belie- 
ved ruth did not require me to engage in 

much cumberin affairs : it Had been my ge- 
"neral? ractice 2 75 and fell wi really uſe- 

Ful* things that Wed chiefly to pleaſe thevalh. 
mind in peop le, 1 was not eaſy to trade in; 
ſeldom did it; and, whenever 1 did, 1 found 
it weaken me as a ChHAtan).,? 

" mM The increaſe of buſineſs halle 457 bar, 
"then ; for, though my natural meligatton Was 
toward merchandize, yet I believed truth re- 

quired me to live more free fro outward 
bers; and there was now 4 ſtrife in m 
eden the two, and in this exereiſe 
rayers' were put up to the Lord, who 
75 ouſly heard me; and gave me à heart re- 
gned to his holy will : then I leſſened 1 
outward buſineſs; and, 45 J 'T had opportuni- 
„told my cuſtomers of 'm weber, that 
the might conſider. what Fe ev to': 
and, in A while, wholly wy wn' merchan- 
| ige, following: my tale, as a taylor, myſelf 
| only 24 having no appfentice. I alſo had 2 
au fy of ap Pie tree“; in 2 1 employeß 
"ſome of 51 time in hoeing, grafting, h 
ming, and inoculating. i fear it 

MM the caſtom, where T lived, to fell chiefly 


On 
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on adi and poor people often get in n, 3 
and when payment is expected, not having 
wherewith to pay, their creditors often ſue 
for it at law. Having often obſerved occur- 
rences of this kind, I found it good for me 
to adviſe poor people to take ſuch goods as 
were moſt uſeful and not coſtly. F 
In the time of trading, I had an opportu- 
nity of ſeeing, that the too liberal uſe of ſpi- 
rituous liquors, and the cuſtom of wearing 
too coſtly apparel, led ſome people into great 
inconveniencies; and theſe two things appear 
to be often connected; for, by not attending 
to that uſe of things which is conſiſtent 
with univerſal righteouſneſs, there is an in- 
creaſe of labour which extends beyond what 
our heavenly Father intends for us: and 
by great labour, and often by much ſweat- 
ing, there is, even among ſuch as are 
not drunkards, a craving of ſome liquors to 
revive the ſpirits : that, partly by the luxuri- 
ous drinking of ſome, and partly by the 
drinking of others, (led to it through immo- 
derate labour,) very great quantities of rum 
are every year expended in our colonies ; the 
greater part of which we ſhould have no need 
of, did we. ſteadily attend to pure wiſdom... 
Where men take pleaſure in feeling their 
minds elevated with ſtrong drink, and fo in- 
dulge their appetite as to diſorder their un- 
derſtandings, neglect their duty as members 
in a family or civil ſociety, and caſt off all 
regard to religion, their caſe is much to be 


pitied; and where ſuch, whoſe lives are 5 
Ty | _ 
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the moſt part regular, and whoſe examples 
have 'a ſtrong influence on the minds of 
others, adhere to ſome cuſtoms which power- 
fully draw to the uſe of, more ſtrong liquor 
than pure wiſdom allows; this alſo, as it 
Hinders the ſpreading of the ſpirit of meek- 
neſs, and ſtrengthens. the hands of the more 
exceſſive drinkers, is a caſe to be lamented. 

As every degree of luxury hath ſome con- 
nexion with evil, thoſe who profeſs to be 
diſciples of Chriſt, and are looked upon as 
leaders of the people, ſhould have that mind in 
them which was alſo in Chriſt, and ſo ſtand 
ſeparate from every wrong way, as a means 
of help to the weaker. . As I have ſometimes 
been much ſpent in the heat, and taken ſpi - 
rits to revive me, I have found, by experi- 
ence, that in ſuch circumſtances the mind is 
not ſo calm, nor ſo fitly diſpoſed for divine 
meditation, as when all ſuch extremes are 
avoided ; and I have felt an increaſing care 
to attend to that holy Spirit which ſets 
bounds to our deſires, and leads thoſe, who 
faithfully follow it, to apply all the gifts of 
divine Providence to the purpoſes for which 
they were intended. Did ſuch as have the 
care of great eſtates, attend with fingleneſs 
of heart to this heavenly Inſtructor, which 
fo opens and enlarges the mind, that men 
love their neighbours as themſelves, they 
would have wiſdom given them to manage, 
without finding occaſion to employ ſome peo- 
ple in the luxuries of life, or to make it ne- 
ceſſary for others to labour too hard; but, for 
want 
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want of ſteadily regarding this principle of 
divine love, a ſelfiſh ſpirit takes place in the 


darkneſs and "manifold confuſion | in the 
world. 


neſt employ; yet, through the great number 
of ſuperfluities which are bought and ſold, 
and through the corruption of the times, 
they, who apply to merchandize for a Hving, 
have great need to be well experienced in that 
precept which the prophet Jeremiah laid down 
for his ſcribe: . Seekeſt thou great N me 7 
„ thyſelf ? ſeek them not.” =» 

In the winter, this year, I was en 
with friends in viſiting families ; and, — | 
the goodneſs of the Lord, we had oftentimes 
experience of his heart-tendering preſence. 
amongſt us. 


A PE, 0 of a letter written to a friend. 


ry = thy late affliction I have FER” a 
fillow-feetliig with thee ; and had a 
BN ope throughout, that it might pleaſe. 
the Father of mercies to raiſe thee up, and 
ſanctify thy troubles to thee ; that thou, be- 
ing more fully acquainted 'with that way 
which the world eſteems fooliſh, mayſt feel the 
clothing of divine fortitude, and be ſtrength- 
ened to reſiſt that ſpirit which leads from the 
implicity of the everlaſting truth, 
E 2 f We 


minds of people, which is attended with 


Though nading's in things aſeful i is an hos 


cd taken away in their wickedneſs? the Al- 
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We may: ſee ourſelves crippled and: halt. 
ing, and from a ſtrong bias to things plea- 
ſant and eaſy, find an impoſſibility to advance 
| forward ; but things impoſſible with men are 

offible with God; and, our wills being made 
ſubject to his, all temptations are ſurmount- 
. | WY 
This work of ſubjeQing the will is com- 
pared to the mineral in the furnace: © He 
e refines them as ſilver is refined He ſhall 
* fit as a refiner and purifier of filver.” 
By theſe compariſons we are inſtructed in the 
neceſſity of the operation of the hand of God 
upon us, to prepare our hearts truly to adore 
him, and manifeſt that adoration, by inward- 
ly turning away from that ſpirit, in all it's 
workings, which is not of him. To for- 
ward this work, the all-wiſe God 1s ſome- 
times pleaſed, through outward diſtreſs, to 
bring us near the gates of death; that, life 
being painful and afflicting, and the proſpect 
of eternity open before us, all earthly bonds 
may be loofened, and the mind prepared for 
that deep and ſacred inſtruction, which other- 
wiſe would not be received. If parents love 
their children and delight in their happineſs, 
then he, who is perfect goodneſs, in ſending 
abroad mortal contagions, doth aſſuredly di- 
rect their uſe Are the righteous removed 
by it? their change is happy: are the wick- 


mighty is clear: Do we paſs through 
with anguiſh and great bitterneſs, and yet 
| h recover, 
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recover, he intends that we ſhould be'parged 
from droſs, and our ears opened to diſcipline} ,* 
And now that, on thy part, after thy ſore af- 
fiction and doubts of recovery, thou art 
again reſtored, forget not him Who hath 
helped thee ; but in humble. gratitude hold 
faſt his inſtructions, thereby to ſhun thoſe _ 
by-paths which -lead from the firm founda- 
tion. I am ſenſible of that variety of com- 
pany, to which one in thy buſineſs muſt bz 
expoſed : I have painfully felt the force of 
converſation proceeding from men deeply 
rooted in an earthly mind, and can ſympa- 
thize with others in ſuch conflicts, in that 
much weakneſs ſtil] attends me. 

I find that to be a fool as to worldly will 
dom, and commit. my cauſe to God, not fear- 
ing to offend men, who take offence at the 
ſimplicity of truth, is the only way to remain 
unmoved at the ſentiments of others. 

The fear of man brings a ſnare; by halt- 
ing in our duty, and giving back in the time 
of trial, our hands grow weaker, our ſpirits 
get mingled with the people, our ears grow 
dull as to hearing the language of the true 
Shepherd; that, when we look at the way of 
the righteous, it ſeems as though it was not 
for us to follow them. 

There is a love clothes my mind, while I 
write, which is ſuperior to all expreſſions ; 
and I find my heart open to encourage a 
holy emulation, to advance forward in Chriſ- 
tian firmneſs. Deep humility is a ſtrong bul- 
warms and, as we enter into it, we find ſafety: 


4 the 
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the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than man, and 
the weakneſs of God is ſtronger than man. 
Being unclothed of our own wiſdom, and 
knowing the abaſement of the creature, there- 
in we find that power to ariſe, which gives 


health and vigour to us. / 


"iS 


RAT: Iv. 


His journey to Pennſylvania, Maryland, Vir- 
mma, and North-Carolna — Conſiderations 

on the ſtate of friends there; and the ex- 

© erciſe he was under in travelling among thoſe 
fo generally concerned in keeping ſlaves :_ witb 
ſome obſervations in conver fatton, at ſeveral 
times, on this ſubjett— His epiſtle to friends 
at Neu- Garden and Cane-Creek — His 
thoughts on the neglect of a religious care in 
© the education of the negroes. 


EELING an exerciſe in relation to a 
viſit to the ſouthern provinces, I ac- 
quainted our monthly meeting therewith, and 
obtained their certificate: expecting to go 
alone, one of my brothers, who lived in Phi- 
ladelphia, having ſome buſineſs in North-Ca- 
rolina, propoſed going with me part of the 
way; but, as he had a view of ſome outward 
affairs, to accept of him as a nion 
5 8 eemed 
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ſeemed ſome difficulty with me, whereupon * 
had converſation with him at ſundry times; 
and, at length, feeling eaſy in my mind, I 
had converſation with ſeveral elderly friends 
oc Philadelphia on the ſubject; * he ob- 

taining a certificate ſuitable to the occaſion, 

we ſet off in the fifth month of the year 1797 

and, coming to Nottingham week-day meet- 

ing, lodged at John Churchman's ;- and here 

I met with our friend Benjamin Buffington, 

from New-England, who was returning frem 

a viſit to the ſouthern provinces. Thence we 
croſſed the river Suſquehannah, and lodged at ; 

William Cox's in Maryland; and, ſoon after I 

entered this province, a deep and painful ex- 

erciſe came upon me, which I often had ſome 

feeling of fince my mind was drawn toward 

theſe parts, and with which I had acquainted 

my brother before we agreed to join as com 

ions. 

As the people i in this and the ſouthern pro- 
vinces live much on the labour of - flaves, 
many of whom are uſed hardly, my con- 
cern was, that I might attend with fingleneſs 
of heart to the voice of the true Shepherd, 
and be ſo ſupported as to remain unmoved 

at the faces of men. 

0 proſpect of ſo weighty a work brought 

me very low; and ſuch were the conflicts of 
my ſoul, that I had a near ſympathy with the 
tophet, in the time of his weakneſs, when 
ſaid, „If thou deal thus with me, kill 

* me, I pray thee, if I have found favour in 
„ thy fight,” Numb. xi. 15. but I ſoon ſaw 
E 4 that 


7 
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that this proceeded: from the want of a full 
reſignation to the divine will, Many were the 
afflictions which attended me; and in great 
abaſement, with many tears, my cries were 
to the Almighty, for his gracious and father. 
ly aſſiſtance; and then, after a time of deep 
trial, I was favoured to ur:derſtand the ſtate 
mentioned by the pſalmiſt, more clearly than 
ever J had before; to wit: My foul is even 
as a weaned child.” Pfalm cxxxi. 2. Being 
thus helped. to fink down into reſignation, I 
felt a deliverance from that tempeſt in which 
I had been ſorely exerciſed, and in calmneſs 
of mind went forward, truſting that the Lord 
| Jeſus Chriſt, as I faithfully attended to him, 
would be a counſellor to me in all difficulties, 
The ſeventh day of the fifth month, in 
the year 1757, I lodged at a friend's houſe; 
and the next day, being the firſt of the week, 
was at Potapſco meeting; then croſſed Patux- 
ent river, and lodged at a public-houſe. 
On the ninth breakfaſted at a friend's 
houſe; who, afterward, putting us a little on 
our way, I had converſation with him, in 
the fear of the Lord, concerning his ſlaves; 
in which my heart was tender, and I uſed 
much plainneſs of ſpeech with him, which he 
appeared to take kindly, We purſued our 
journey without appointing meetings, being 
preſſed in mind to be at the yearly-meet- 
ing in Virginia; and, in my travelling on the 
road, I often felt a cry rite from the center 
of my mind, thus: O Lord, I am a ſtran- 
ger on the earth, hide nct thy face from- me. 

. . On 


* 
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On the eleventh. day of the fifth month, we | 
W crofled the rivers Patowmack and Rapahan- 
nock, and lodged at Port-Royal: and on the 
way we happening in company with a colo- 
nel of the militia, Who appeared to be a 
thoughtful man, I took occaſion to remark 
on the difference in general bet wixt a people 
uſed to labour moderately. for their living, 
training up their children in frugality and 
buſineſs, and thoſe who live on the labour of 
laves; the former, in my view, being the 
moſt happy life: with which he concurred, 
and mentioned the trouble ariſing. from the 
untoward, ſlothful diſpoſition of the negroes 
adding, that one of our labourers would do 
as much in a day as two of their ſlaves. I 
replied, that free men, whoſe minds were . 
properly on their buſineſs, found a fatisfac- 
tion in improving, cultivating, and providing 
for their — — ; but negroes, labouring to 
ſupport others who claim them as their pro- 
perty, and expecting nothing but flavery du- 
ring life, had not the like inducement to be 
induſtrious. | 
After ſome farther converſation, L Ga 
that men having power too often miſap- 
plied it; that though we made flaves of the 
negroes, and the Turks made ſlaves of the 
Chriſtians, I believed that liberty was the na- 
tural right of all men equally : which he did 
not deny but ſaid, the lives of the Negroes - 
were ſo wretched in their own country, that 
many of them lived better here than there: 
I only ſaid, there are great odds, in regard to 
| us, 
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us, on what principle we act; and ſo the 
rconverſation on that ſubject ended: and I ma 

here add, that another perſon, ſome time af- 
terward, mentioned the wretchedneſs of the 
negroes, occaſioned by their inteſtine wars, 
as an argument in favour of our fetching 
them away for flaves: to which I then repli- 
ed, if compaſſion on the Africans, in regard 
to their domeſtic ' troubles, were the real 
motive of our purchaſing them, that 'ſpirit 
of tenderneſs, being attended to, would incite 
us to uſe them kindly; that, as ſtrangers 
brought out of affliftion, their lives might 
be happy among us; and as they are human 
creatures, whole ſouls are as precious as ours, 
and who. may receive the ſame help and com- 
fort from the holy ſcriptures as we do, we 
could not omit ſuitable endeavours to inſtruct 
them therein: but while we manifeſt, by our 
conduct, that our views in purchaſing them 
are to advance ourſelves; and while our buy- 
ing captives taken in war animates thoſe 
parties to puſh on that war, and increaſe de- 
ſolation amongſt them, to ſay they live unhap- 
py in Africa, is far from being an argument 
in our favour: and I farther ſaid, the preſent 
circumſtances of theſe provinces to me appear 
difficult; that the ſlaves look like a burthen- 
ſome ſtone to ſuch who burthen themſelves 
with them ; and that if the white people re- 
"tain a reſolution to prefer their outward proſ- 
pets of gain to all other confiderations, and 
do not act conſcientiouſly toward them as fel- 
low - creatures, I believe that burthen will 
| | grow 
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grow heavier and heavier, till times change 
in a way difagreeable to us: at which the 
perſon appeared very ſerious, and owned, 
that, in conſidering their condition, and the - 
manner of their treatment in theſe provinces, 
he had ſometimes thought it might be juſt in 
the Almighty ſo to order it. 
Having thus travelled through Maryland, 
we came amongſt friends at Cedar-Creek in 
Virginia, on the twelfth day of the fifth 
month; and the next day rode, in company 
with ſeveral friends, a day's journey to Camp- 
Creek. As I was riding along in the morn- 
ing, my mind was deeply affected in a 
ſenſe I had of the want of divine aid to ſup- 
port me in the various difficulties which at- 
tended me; and, in an uncommon diſtreſs of 
mind, I cried in ſecret to the Moſt High, O 
Lord, be merciful, I beſeech thee, to thy poor 
afflicted creature! After ſome time, I felt 
inward relief; and, ſoon after, a friend in 
company began to talk in ſupport of the flave- 
trade, ana ſaid, the negroes were underſtood 
to be the offspring of Cain, their blackneſs - 
being the mark God ſet upon him after he 
murdered Abel his brother; that it was the 
delign of Providence they ſhould be flaves, 
as a condition proper to the race of ſo wicked 
a man as Cain was : then another ſpake in 
ſupport of what had been ſaid. To all which, 
I replied in ſubſtance as follows : That Noah 
and his family were all who ſurvived the flood, 
according to ſcripture ; and, as Noah was of 
Seth's race, the family of Cain was wholly 
deſtroyed. 
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deſtroyed. One of them ſaid, that after the 
flood Ham went to the land of Nod, and 
took a wife; that Nod was a land far 
diſtant, inhabited by Cain's race, and that 
the flood did not reach it; and as Ham was 
ſentenced to be a ſervant of ſervants to his 
brethren, theſe two families, being thus join- 
ed, were undoubtedly fit only for ſlaves. | 
replied, the flood was a judgment upon 
the world for its abominations; and it was 
granted, that Cain's ſtock was the moſt wick 
ed, and therefore unreaſonable to ſuppoſe 
they were ſpared: as to Ham's going to the 
land of Nod for a wife, no time being fixed, 
Nod might be inhabited by ſome of Noah's 
family, before Ham married a ſecond time; 
moreover the text faith, ** That all fleſh died 
that moved upon the earth.” Gen. vii. 24. 

I father reminded them, how the prophets 
repeatedly declare, That the fon ſhall not 
« ſuffer for the iniquity of the father; but 
every one be anſwerable for his own fins.” 
was troubled to perceive the darkneſs of 
their imaginations ; and in ſome preſſure of 
ſpirit ſaid, the love of eaſe and gain is the 
motive in general for keeping ſlaves, and men 
are wont to take hold of weak arguments to 
ſupport a cauſe which is unreaſonable; and 
added, I have no intereſt on either fide, fave 
only the intereſt which I defire to have in the 
truth : and as I believe liberty is their right; 
and ſee they are not only deprived of it, but 
treated, in other reſpects, with inhumanity in 
many places, I believe he, who is a — 
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for the oppreſſed, will, in his own time, 
plead their cauſe; and happy will it be for 
ſuch, as walk in uprightneſs before him:“ 
and thus our converſation enden. 
On the fourteenth day of the fifth month 
[ was at Camp-Creek monthly meeting, and 
then rode to the mountains up James-River, 
and had a meeting at a friend's houſe; in 
both which I felt ſorrow of heart, and my 
tears were poured out before the Lord, who 
was pleaſed to afford a degree of ſtrength by 
which way was opened to clear my mind 
amongſt friends in thoſe places. From thence 
I went to Fort-Creek, and ſo to Cedar- Creek 
again; at which place I had a meeting; 
here I found a tender ſeed: and as I was pre- 
ſerved in the miniſtry to keep low. with the 
truth, the ſame truth in their hearts anſfwer- 
ed it, that 1t was a time of mutual refreſh- 
ment from the preſence of the Lord. I lodged 
at James Standley's, father of William Stand- 
ley, one of the young men who ſuffered im- 
priſonment at Wincheſter, laſt ſummer, on 
account of their teſtimony againſt fighting ; 
and I had ſome ſatisfactory converſation with 
him concerning it. Hence I went to- the 
Swamp-meeting, and to Wayanoke-meet- 
ing; and then croſſed James-River, and 
lodged near Burleigh. From the time of my 
entering Maryland I had been much under 
ſorrow, which ſo increaſed upon me, that 
my mind was almoſt overwhelmed ;- and I 
may ſay,” with the pſalmiſt, in my diſtreſs 
I called upon the Lord, and cried e, my 
0 | . x cc 6 Fa 
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* God; who, in infinite goodneſs, looked 
upon my affliction, and in my private retire- 
ment ſent the Comforter for my relief : for 
which I humbly bleſs his holy name. 
The ſenſe I had of the ſtate of the churches 
brought a weight of diſtreſs upon me : the 
gold to me appeared dim, and the fine gold 
changed; and though this is the caſe. too ge- 
nerally, yet the ſenſe of it in theſe parts hath, 
in a particular manner, borne heavy upon 
me. It appeared to me, that, through the 
prevailing of the ſpirit of this world, the 
minds of many were brought to an inward 
deſolation; and, inſtead of the ſpirit of meek- 
neſs, gentleneſs, and heavenly wiſdom, which 
are the neceſſary companions of the true ſheep 
of Chriſt, a ſpirit of fierceneſs, and the love 
of dominion, too generally prevailed. From 
{mall beginnings in errors, great buildings, 
by degrees, are raiſed ; and from one age to 
another are more and more ſtrengthened by 
the general concurrence of the people : and, 
as men obtain reputation by their profeſtion 
of the truth, their virtues are mentioned as 
arguments- in favour of general error ; and 
thoſe of leſs note, to juſtify themſelves, ſay, 
fuch and ſuch good men did the like. By 
what other ſteps could the people of Judah 
. ariſe to that height in wickedneſs, as to 
give juſt ground for the prophet Iſaiah to de- 
clare, in the name of the Lord, „that none 
„ calleth for juſtice, nor any pleadeth for 
„ truth: Ifaiah lix. 4. or for the Almighty 
to call upon the great city of Jeruſalem, gum 
8 before 


or JOHN WOOEMAN.” 63 
before the Babyloniſh captivity, ** If-ye can 
« find a man, if there be any who executeth 


« will pardon it.” Jer. v. 1, The proſpect of 
a road lying open to the ſame roar hs 6p 
ſome parts of this newly-ſettled land in Ame- 
rica, in reſpect to our conduct towards the 
negroes, deeply bowed my mind in this 
journey; and, though, to briefly relate how 
theſe people are treated is no agreeable work; 
yet, after often reading over the notes I made 
as I travelled, I find my mind engaged to 
preſerve them. Many of the white people in 
thoſe provinces take little or no care of negro 
marriages; and, when negroes marry after 
their own way, ſome make fo little account 
of thoſe marriages, that, with views of out- 
ward intereſt, they often part men from their 
wives by ſelling them far aſunder; which is 
common when eſtates are fold by executors 
at vendue, Many, whoſe labour is heavy, 
being followed, at their buſineſs in the field, 
by a. man with a whip, hired for that pur» 
poſe, have, in common, little elſe allowed but 
one peck of Indian corn and ſome ſalt for 
one week, with a few potatoes; the potatoes 
they commonly raiſe by their labour on the 
firſt day of the week. | * 
The correction, enſuing on their diſobedi+ 
ence to overſeers, or flothfulneſs in buſineſs, 
is often very ſevere, and ſometimes deſperate, 
The men and women have many times ſcarce 
clothes enough to hide their nakedneſs, and 
boys and girls, ten and twelve years old, 2 
| orten 


« judgment, that ſeeketh the truth, and I | 
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often quite naked amongſt their maſter's chi}. 
dren : ſome of our ſociety, and ſome of the 
ſociety called New-Lights, -uſe ſome endea- 
vours to inſtruct thoſe they have in reading 
but, in common, this is not only neglected, 
but diſapproved.” Theſe are the people by 
whoſe labour the other inhabitants are in a 
great meaſure ſupported, and many of them 
in the luxuries of life: theſe are the people 
who have made no agreement to ſerve us, 
and who have not forfeited their liberty that 
we know of : theſe are ſouls for whom Chriſt 
died, and, for our conduct toward them, we 
muſt anſwer before him who is no reſpecter 
of perſons. 
They who know the only true God, and 
Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent, and are thus 
acquainted with the merciful, benevolent, 
goſpel ſpirit, will therein perceive that the 
indignation of God is kindled againſt oppreſ- 
ſion and cruelty; and, in beholding the great 
diſtreſs of ſo numerous a people, will find 
cauſe for mourning. 
From my lodging I went to Burleigh 
meeting, where I felt my mind drawn into 
a quiet reſigned ſtate ; and, after long ſilence, 
I felt an engagement to ſtand up; and, through 
the powerful operation of divine love, ve 
. were favoured with an edifying meeting. 
The next meeting we had was at Black- Wa- 
ter; and ſo to the yearly-meeting at the 
Weſtern Branch: when buſineſs. began, ſome 
queries were conſidered, by ſome of their 
members, to be now produced; and, if ap- 
| proved, 
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proved, to be anſwered hereafter by their re- 
ſpective monthly- meetings. They were the 
Pennſylvania queries, which had been exa- 
mined by a committee of Virginia yearly- 
meeting appointed the laſt year, who made 
ſome alterations in them; one of which alte 


rations was made in favour of a cuſtom 


which troubled me. The query was, Are 
« there any concerned in the importation of 
« negroes, or buying them after imported? 
which they altered thus: “ Are there any. 
concerned in the importation of negroes, or 
« buying them to trade in?“ As one query 
admitted with unanimity was, Are any con- 
* cerned in buying or vending goods unlaw- 
fully imported, or prize goods ? I found 
my mind engaged to ſay, that as we pro- 
feſſed the truth, and were there aſſembled to 
ſupport the teſtimony of it, it was neceſſary 
for us to dwell deep, and act in that wiſdom 
which is pure, or otherwiſe we could not 
proſper. I then mentioned their alteration ; 
and, referring to the laſt-mentioned query, 
added, as purchafing any merchandize, taken 
dy the ſword, was always allowed to be in- 
conſiſtent with our principles; negroes be- 
ing captives of war, or taken by ſtealth, 

thoſe circumſtances make it inconſiſtent with 

our teſtimony to buy them; and their being 
our fellow-creatures, who are ſold as ſlaves, 
adds greatly to the iniquity. Friends ap- 
peared attentive to what was ſaid ; ſome ex- 
preſſed a care and concern about their ne- 
groes ; none made any objection, by way of 


reply 
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reply to what I ſaid; but the query was ad- 
mitted as they had altered it. As ſome of their 
members have heretofere traded in negroes, 
as in other merchandize, this query, be- 
ing admitted, will be one ſtep farther than 
they have hitherto gone: and I did not ſee 
it my duty to preſs for an alteration ; but felt 
eaſy to leave it all to him, who alone is able 
to turn the hearts of the mighty, and make 
way for the ſpreading of truth on the earth, 
by means agreeable to his infinite wiſdom, 
But, in regard to thoſe they already had, 1 
felt my mind engaged to labour with them; 
and faid, that, as we believe the ſcriptures 
were given forth by holy men, as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt, and many of us 
know by experience that they are often help- 
ful and comfortable, and believe ourſelves 
bound in duty to teach our children to read 
them, I believe that, if we were diveſted of 
all ſelfiſh views, the ſame good ſpirit, that 
gave them forth, would engage us to teach 
the negroes to read, that they might have the 
benefit of them: ſome, amongſt them, at 
this time, manifeſted a concern in regard to 
taking more care in the education of their 
negroes. 0 206% res 

On the twenty-ninth day of the fifth 
month, at the houſe where I. lodged, was 2 
meeting of miniſters and elders, at the ninth 
hour in the morning; at which time I found 
an engagement to ſpeek freely and plainly to 
them concerning their ſlaves ; mentioning, 
how they, as the firſt rank in the "_ 

22 whole 
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whoſe conduct in that caſe was much noticed 
by others, were under the ſtronger obliga- 
tions to look carefully to themſelves: expreſſ- 
ing how needful it was for them, in that fi- 
tuation, to be thoroughly diveſted of all ſelf- 
iſh views; that living in the pure truth, and 
acting conſcientiouſly. toward thoſe people in 
their education and otherwiſe, they might be 
inſtrumental in helping forward a work ſo 
neceſſary, and ſo much neglected amongſt 
them. At the twelfth hour the meeting of 
worſhip began, which was a ſolid meeting. 
On the thirtieth day, about the tenth hour, 
friends met to finiſh their buſineſs, and then 
the meeting for worſhip enſued, which to me 
was a laborious time; but, through the 
goodneſs of the Lord, truth, I believed, gained 
ſome ground; and it was a ſtrengthening op- 
portunity to the honeſt-hearted. 1 
About this time Lwrote an epiſtle to friends 
in the back - ſettlements of North Carolina, as 
follows: ot 


To friends at their monthly-meeting at New- 
Garden and Cane-Creek, in North-Caro- 
Ana: . . 


Dear friends, 

T having pleaſed the Lord to draw me 
forth on a viſit to ſome parts of Virginia 
and Carolina, you have often been in my 
mind; and though my way is not clear ta 
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come in perſon to viſit you, yet I feel it in 


my heart to communicate a few things, as 
they ariſe in the love of truth. Firſt, my 
dear friends, dwell in humility, and take 
| heed that no views of outward gain get too 
deep hold of you, that ſo your eyes being 
ſingle to the Lord, you may be preſerved in 
the way of ſafety. Where people let looſe 
their minds after the love of outward things, 
and are more engaged. in purſuing the pro- 
fits, and ſeeking the friendſhips, of this 
world, than to be inwardly acquainted with 
the way of true peace; ſuch walk in a vain 
ſhadow, while the true comfort of life is 
wanting: their examples are often hurtful to 
others; and their treaſures, thus collected, 
do many times prove dangerous ſnares to 
their children. ; 220 
But where people are ſincerely devoted to 
follow Chriſt, and dwell under the influence 
of his holy Spirit, their ſtability and firm- 
neſs, through a divine bleſſing, is at times 
like dew on the tender plants round about 
them, and the weightineſs of their ſpirits ſe- 
cretly works on the minds of others; and 
in this condition, through the ſpreading in- 
fluence of divine love, they feel a care over 
the flock; and way is opened for maintain- 
ing good order in the ſociety: and though 
we meet with oppoſition from another ſpirit, 
yet, as there is a dwelling in meekneſs, feel 
ing our ſpirits ſubject, and moving only in 
the gentle peaceable wiſdom, the- inward re- 
ward of quietneſs will be greater than all our 
1 „ 4 . . _ difhculge. 
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diffculties. Where the pure life is kept to, 

and 1 of diſcipline are held in the 
authority of it, we find by experience that 
they are comfortable, and tend to the health 
of the body. 

While I write, the om come freſh 
in my way — Dear young people, chooſe 
God for your portion; love his truth, and be 
not aſhamed of it; chooſe for your company 
' ſuch as ſerve him in. uprightneſs : and 
ſhun, as moſt dangerous, the converſation. of 
thoſe whoſe lives are of an ill ſavour; for, by 
frequenting ſuch company, ſome hopeful 
young people have come to great loſs, and have 
been drawn from leſs evils to greater, to their 
utter ruin. In the bloom of youth no orna- 
ment is fo lovely as that of virtue, nor any 
enjoyments equal to thoſe which we partake 
of, in fully reſigning ourſelves to the divine 
will: theſe enjoyments add. ſweetneſs to all 
other comforts, and give true ſatisfaction in 
company and converſation, where people are 
mutually acquainted with it; and, as TOM 
minds are thus ſeaſoned with the truth, you 
will find ſtrength to abide ſtedfaſt to the teſ- 


timony of it, and be Propunee for ſervices i 1 


the church. . 
And now, den Glance and 1 as 
you are improving a wilderneſs, and may be 
numbered amongſt the firſt planters in one 
part of a province, I beſeech you, in the love 
of Jeſus Chriſt, to wiſely conſider the force 
of your examples, and think hom much your 
ONES may be thereby affected: it is a 
| 1 8 help 
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help in a country, yea, and a great favour 
and a bleſſing, when cuſtoms, firſt ſettled, are 
_ agreeable to ſound wiſdom : ſo, when they are 
* otherwile, the effect of them is grievous; and 
children feel themſelves encompaſſed with 
difficulties prepared for them by their prede- 
ceſſors. F 
As moderate care and exerciſe, under the 
direction of true wiſdom, are uſeful both to 
mind and body; ſo, by this means in gene- 
ral, the real wants of life are eaſily ſupplied: 
our gracious Father having ſo proportioned 
one to the other, that keeping in the true 
medium we may paſs on quietly. Where 
ſlaves are purchaſed to do our labour, nume- 
rous difficulties attend it. To rational crea- 
tures bondage 1s uneaſy, and frequently oc- 
caſions ſourneſs and diſcontent in them; 
which affects the family, and ſuch as claim 
the maſtery over them: and thus people and 
their children are many times encompaſſed 
with vexations, which ariſe from their ap- 
plying to wrong methods to get a living. 
I have been informed that there is 2 
large number of friends in your parts, Who 
have no flaves; and, in tender and moſt af- 
fectionate love, I beſeech you to keep clear 
from purchaſing any. Look, my dear friends, 
to divine Providence; and follow in ſimpli- 
city that exerciſe of body, that plainneſs and 
frugality, which true wiſdom leads to; ſo 
will you be preſerved from thoſe dangers 
which attend ſuch as are aiming at outward 
eaſe and greatneſs. ZE eee 
| Hs Treaſures, 
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Treaſures, though ſmall, attained on a true 
principle of virtue, are ſweet in the poſſeſ- 
ſion; and, while we walk in the light of the 
Lord, there is true comfort and ſatisfaction. 
Here, neither the murmurs of an oppreſſed 
people, nor an uneaſy conſcience, nor anxi- 
ous thoughts about the events of things, hin- 
der the enjoyment of it. ee 
When we look toward the end of life, and 
think on the diviſion of our ſubſtance among 
our ſucceſſors; if we know that it was col- 
lected in the fear of the Lord, in honeſty, in 
equity, and in uprightneſs of, heart before 
him, we may conſider it as his gift to us; 
and, with a ſingle eye to his bleſſing, beſtow 
it on thoſe we leave behind us. Such is the 
happineſs of the plain ways of true virtue. 
The work of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace; 
and. the effect of righteouſneſs, quietneſs 
8 gane for ever.” Ia. xxxii. 17. 
Dwell here, my dear friends; and then, in 
remote and ſolitary deſarts, you may find 
true peace and ſatisfaction. If the Lord be 


our God, in truth and reality, there is ſaf¶e: 


ty for us; for he is a ſtrong- hold in the day 
of trouble, and knoweth them that truſt in 


Ile of Wight County, in Virginia, 
29th of the 5th month, 1757. 
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From the yearly- meeting in Virginia, ] 
went to Carolina; and, on the firſt day of the 
ſixth month, was at Wells monthly- meeting, 
where the ſpring of the goſpel miniſtry was 
opened, and the love of ſeſus Chriſt experi- 
enced e us: to his name be the praiſe! 

Here my brother joined with ſome friends 
from New-Garden, who were going home- 
ward; and I went next to Simon's-Creek 
monthly- meeting, where I was ſilent durin 
the meeting for worſhip: when bulinel 
came on, my mind was exerciſed concerning 
the poor ſlaves; but did not feel my way clear 
to ſpeak : in this condition I was bowed in 
ſpirit before the Lord; and with tears and 
_ inward ſupplication beſought him ſo to open 
my underſtanding, that I might know his 
will concerning me; and, at length, my 
mind was ſettled in filence : near the end of 
their buſineſs, ' 4 member of their meeting 
expreſſed a concern, that had ſome time lain 
upon him, on account of friends ſo much 
neglecting their duty in the education of 
their ſlaves; and propoſed having meetings 
ſometimes appointed for them on a week- 
day, to be only attended by ſame friends to 
be named in their monthly meetings: many 
preſent appeared to unite with the propoſal : 
one ſaid, he had often wondered that they, 
being our fellow- creatures, and capable of re- 
ligious underſtanding, had been ſo exceeding- 
ly neglected : another expreſſed the like con- 
cern, and appeared zealous, that friends, in 
Futuge, might more -gloſely conſider- it: at 
ener RY 5 . 
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length a minute was made: and the farther 
conſideration. of it referred to their next 


monthly-meeting. The friend who made this 
propoſal had negroes: he told me, that he 


was at New-Garden, about, two hundred and | 


fifty miles from home, and came back alone ; 
and that in this ſolitary journey, this exer- 
ciſe, in regard to the education of their ne- 

roes, was, from time to time, renewed. i in, 
nis mind. A friend of ſome note in Virgi- 
nia, who had ſlaves, told me, that he being 
far from home. on a loneſome journey, h 
many ſerious thoughts about them; and that 
his mind was ſo impreſſed there with, that he 
believed that he ſaw a time coming, when 
divine Providence would alter the circum- 
ſtance of theſe people, reſpecting their con- 
dition as ſlaves. 

From hence I went to Newbegun-Creeks 
and fat a confiderable time in much weak 
neſs ; then I felt truth open the way to ſpeak 
a little in much plainneſs and fimplici- 
ty, till, at length, through the increaſe of 
divine love amongſt us, we. had a ſeaſoni 
opportunity. From thence, to the head .of 
Little-River, on a firſt-day, where was a' 
crouded meeting ; and, I believe, it was, 
through divine goodneſs, made profitable to 
ſome. Thence to the Old-Neck ; where I was 
led into a careful ſearching out the ſecret 
workings of the myſtery of iniquity, which, 
under a cover of religion, exalts itſelf againſt 5 
that pure ſpirit, which leads in the way of 
meekneſs 7 ſelf-denial. From thence to 
* | 


— 


' honeſt-hearted. Thence to Black-Creek and 
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Pineywoods : this was the laſt meeting I waz 
at in Carolina, and was large; and, my heart 
being deeply engaged, I was drawn forth in- 
to a fervent labour amongſt them. 9 
From hence I went back into Virginia, and 
had a meeting near james Cowpland's; it 
was a time of inward ſuffering ; but, through 
the goodneſs of the Lord, I was made con- 
tent-: then + to another . meeting ; where, 
through the renewings of pure love, we had 
a very comfortable ſeaſon. . . 
Travelling up and down of late, I have 
had eee, evidences, that to be faithful to 
the Lord, and content with his will concern- 
ing me, is a moſt neceſſary and uſeful leſſon 
for me to be learning; looking leſs at the 
effects of my labour, than at the pure motion 
and reality of the concern, as it ariſes from 
heavenly love. In the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
laſting ſtrength; and as the mind, by a hum- 
ble refignation, is united to him ; and we 
utter words from an inward knowledge that 
they ariſe from the heavenly ſpring, though 
dur way may be difficult, and require cloſe 
attention to keep in it; and thoulh the man- 
ner in which we may be led may tend to our 
own abaſement ; yet, if we continue in pa- 
tience and meekneſs, heavenly peace is the re- 
ward of our labours. | | 
From thence I went to Curles meeting; 
which, though ſmall, was reviving to the 


Caroline meetings; from whence, accompa- 
nied by William Standley, before-mentioned, 
offs 7 we 


\ 
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we rode to Gooſe- Creek, being much through 
the woods, and about one hundred miles. 
We lodged the firſt night, at a public- 
houſe: the ſecond, in the woods; and, the 
next day, we reached a friend's houſe, at 
Gooſe-Creek. In the woods we lay under 
ſome diſadvantage, having no fireworks nor 
bells for our horſes ; but we ſtopped. a little 
before night, and let them feed on the wild 
graſs which was in plenty; in the mean time 
cutting with our knives a ſtore againſt night, 
and then tying them, and gathering ſome buſh- 
es under an oak, we lay down; but, the muſ- 
uetoes being plenty, and the ground damp, 

1 ſlept but little: thus, lying in the wilder- 
neſs, and looking at the ſtars, I was led to 
contemplate on the condition of our firſt 
parents, when they were ſent forth from the 
garden; but the Almighty, though they had 
been diſobedient, continued to be a father to 
them, and ſhewed them what tended to their 
felicity, as intelligent creatures, and was ac- 
ceptable to him. To provide things relative 
to our outward living, in the way of true 
wiſdom, is good; and the gift of improving 
in things uſeful is a good gift, and comes 
from the Father of lights. Many have had 
this gift; and, from age to age, there have 
been improvements of this kind made in the 
world: but ſome, not keeping to the pure 
gift, have, in the creaturely cunning and ſelf- 
exaltation, ſought out many inventions; 
which inventions of men are diſtinct from 
that uprightneſs in which man was created ; | 
ba N . | as 


„ 


| 76 Tur LIFE anD TRAVELS . 


the irik -mation.to hem was: evil, ſa % 
effects have been and are evil. At this day, 
it is as neceſſary for us conſtantly to attend 
on the heavenly gift, to be qualified to uſe 
rightly the good things in this life amidſt | 
great improvements, as it was for our firſt 
parents, when they were without any im- 
provements, without any friend or father but 
God only. 
I was at a meeting at Gooſe-Creck; and 
next at a monthly - meeting at Fairfax ; where, 
through the gracious dealing of the Almighty 
with us, his power prevailed over many 
hearts. Thence to Manoquacy and Pipe- 
Creek, in Maryland ; at both which 3 | 
had cauſe A to adore him, who ſup- 
rted me through many — he and by 
whoſe help I was enabled to reach the true 
witneſs in the hearts of others: there were 
ſome hopeful. young people in thoſe parts. 
Thence I had meetings at John Everit's in 
Monalen, and at Huntingdon; and I was 
made humbly thankful to the Lord, who 
opened my heart amongſt the people in theſe 
new. ſettlements, ſo that it was a time-of en- 
couragement to the honeſt-minded. 
At Monalen, a friend gave me ſome ac- 
count of a religious ſociety among the Dutch, 
called Mennoniſts; and, amongſt other things, 
. related a paſſage in ſubſtance as follows :— 
One of the Mennoniſts having acquaintance 
with a man of another ſociety at a conſide- 
rable diſtance, and being with his waggon on 
buſineſs near the houſe of his ſaid acquain- 
b ' tance, 
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tance, and night coming on, he had thoughts 

of putting up with him; but paſſing by his 

fields, and obſerving the diſtreſſed appear- 
ance of his, ſlaves, he kindled a. fire in the 
woods hard by, and lay there that night : 
his ſaid acquaintance hearing where he lodged, 
and afterward meeting the Mennoniſt, told 
him of it; adding, he ſhould have been 
heartily welcome at bis houſe ; and, from their 
acquaintance 1n former time, wondered at 
his conduct in that caſe : the Mennoniſt re- 
plied, ever fince I lodged by thy field, T have 
wanted an opportunity to ſpeak. with thee : 
the matter was, I intended to have come to 
thy houſe for entertainment, but, ſeeing thy 
ſlaves at their work, and obſerving the man- 
ner of their dreſs, I had no liking to come 
to partake with thee : then admoniſhed him 
to uſe them with more humanity ; and added, 
as I lay by the fire that night, I thought 
that, as I was a man of ſubſtance, thou wouldſt 
have received me freely ; but, if I had been as 
poor as one of thy ſlaves, and had no power to 
help myſelf, I ſhould have received from thy 
hand no kinder uſage than they. PATIL 


Hence I was at three meetings in my way: 


and ſo I went home, under a humbling ſenſe of . 


the gracious dealings of the Lord with me, in 
preſerving me through many trials and afflic- 
tions in my journey: I was out about two 
months, and travelled about eleven hundred 


: * 
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CCA... VF. 
The draughting of the militia in N exw-Ferſoy to 


e in the army ; with ſome obſervations on 
* the flate of the members of our ſociety at that 
lime His wifit to friends in Pennſylvania, 
accompanied by Benjamin Jones — Proceedings 
. at. the monthly, quarterh, and yearly meetings 
min Philadelphia, reſperiing thoſe who keep 

_ faves. | 


IN the ninth day of the eighth month, in 
the year 1757, at night, orders came to 
the military officers in our county, (Burling- 
ton) directing them to draught the militia, and 
epare a number of men to go off as ſoldiers 
to the relief of the Engliſh, at Fort William- 
Henry, in New-York government: a few 
days after which there was a general review 
of the militia at Mount-Holly, and a num- 
ber of men choſen and ſent off under ſome 
officers. Shortly after, there came orders to 
draught three times as many, to hold them- 
ſelves in readineſs to march when freſh or- 
ders came: and, on the ſeventeenth day of 
the eighth month, there was a meeting of 
the military officers at Mount-Holly, who 
agreed on a draught ; and orders were ſent 
to the men, fo choſen, to meet their reſpective 
_ captains at ſet times and places; thoſe in our 
townſhip to meet at Mount-Holly ; amongſt 
whom was a conſiderable number of our 


K | ſociety. 
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ſociety. My mind being affected herewith, 
had freſh opportunity to ſee and conſider 
the advantage of living in the real ſubſtanee 
of religion, where practice doth harmonize 
with principle. Amongſt the officers are men 
of underſtanding, who have ſome regard to 
ſincerity where they ſee it; and in the exe- 
cution of their office, when they have men 
to deal with whom they believe to be up- 
right-hearted, to put them to trouble, on ac- 
count of ſeruples of conſcience, is a painful 
taſk,, and likely to be avoided as much as 
eaſily may be: but where men profeſs to 
be ſo meek and heavenly-minded, and to 
have their truſt ſo firmly ſettled in God, that 
they cannot join in wars, and yet, by their 
ſpirit and conduct in common life, manifeſt 
a contrary diſpoſition, their difficulties are great 
at ſuch a time. Wt 1 8 7; e ee 
Officers, in great anxiety, endeavouring to 
get troops to anſwer the demands of their ſu- 
periors, ſeeing men, who are inſincere, pre- 
tend ſcruple of conſcience in hopes of be- 
ing excuſed from a dangerous employment, 
ſuch are likely to be roughly handled: In 
this time of commotion ſome of our you 
men left the parts, and tarried abroad till it 
was over; ſome came, and propoſed to go 
as ſoldiers; others appeared to have a real 
tender ſcruple in their minds againſt joining 
in wars, and were much humbled under the 
apprehenſion of a trial ſo near: I had con- 
verſation with ſeveral of them to my ſatisfac - 
tion. At the ſet time when the captain came 
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_ to-town, ſome of thoſe laſt-mentioned went 
and told him in ſubſtance as follows :—That ' 
they could not bear arms for conſcience: 
_ fake; nor could they hire any to go in their 
places, being refigned as to the event of it: 
at length the captain acquainted them all; 
that they might return home for the preſent, 
and required them to provide themſelves ag 
toldiers, and to be in readineſs to march when 
called upon. This was ſuch a time as I had 
not ſeen before; and yet I may ſay, with 
thankfulneſs to the Lord, that I believed this 
trial was intended for our good ; and I was 
favoured with reſignation to him. The French 
army, taking the fort they were beſieging, de- 
ſtroyed it and went away: the company of 
men firſt draughted, after ſome days march, 
had orders to return home; and thoſe on the 
ſecond draught were no more called upon on 
that occaſion. | 
On the fourth day of the fourth month, in 
the year 1758, orders came to ſome officers, 
in Mount-Holly, to prepare quarters a ſhort 
time for about one hundred ſoldiers : and 
an officer and two other men, all inhabitants 
of our town, came to my houſe ; and the of- 
ficer told me, that he came to ſpeak with me, 
to provide lodging and entertainment for two 
ſoldiers, there being fix ſhillings a week per 
man allowed as pay for it. The caſe being 
new and unexpected, I made no anſwer ſud- 
denly; but fat a time ſilent, my mind being 
inward: I was fully convinced, that the pro- 
5 . in wars are inconſiſtent with the 


purity 
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urity of the Chriſtian religion; and to be 


ired to entertain men, who were then under 
pay as ſoldiers, was à difficulty with me, - 1 
expected they had legal authority for what 
they did; and, after a ſhort time, I ſaid to 
the officer, if the men are ſent, here for en- 
tertainment, I believe I ſhall not refuſe to ad- 
mit them into my houſe; but the nature of 
the caſe is ſuch, that I expect I cannot keep 
them on hire: one of the men intimsted 5 
that he thought I might do it conſiſtent with 
my religious principles: to which I made no 
reply ; as believing filence, at that tune, beſt . 
for me. Though they ſpake of two, there 
came only one, who tarried at my houſe about 
two weeks, and behaved himſelf civilly ; and 
when the officer came to pay me, I told him 
I could not take pay for it, having admitted 
him into. my houſe in a paſſive obedience to 
authority. I was on horſeback when he 
ſpake to me: and, as I turned from him, he 
ſaid, he was obliged to me: to which I ſaid 
nothing ; but, thinking on the expreſſion, I 
grew. uneaſy ; and afterwards, being near 
where he lived, I went and told him on what 
grounds I refuſed taking pay for keeping the 
(nr. VVV | 
Near the beginning of the year 1758, I 
went one evening, in company with a friend, 
to viſit a fick perſon ; and, before our re- 
turn, we were told of a woman living near, 
who, of late, had ſeveral days been diſcon- _ 
folate, occaſioned by a dream; wherein death, 
and the judgments of the Almighty after 
Te. - death, 


| tendered before him. From hence I went to 


82 
death, ere repreſented to Ber mind in 4 
| moving Rae her ſadneſs, on that ac- 
count, being worn off, the friend, with 
whom I was in company, went to ſee her, 
and had ſome religious converſation with her 
and her huſband: with this viſit they were 
ſomewhat affected; and the man, with many 
tears, expreſſed his ſatisfaction; and, in 4 
ſhort time after, the poor man being on the 
river in a ſtorm of wind, he, with one more, 
was drowned. 3 
In the eighth month of the* Fear 1788, 
having had drawings in my mind to be at 
the quarterly-meeting in Cheſter county, and 
at ſome meetings in the county of Philadel- 
phia, I went firſt to faid quarterly- meeting, 
Which was large, and ſeveral weighty mat- 
ters came under conſideration and debate; 
and the Lord Was pleaſed to qualify ſome of 
his ſervants with ſtrength 20 firmneſs to 
bear the burthen of the day: though I aid 
but little, my mind was deeply exerciſed; 
and, under a ſenſe of God's love, in the 2. 
nointing and fitting ſome young men for his 
Work, I was comſorted, and my heart was 


_ the, youths meeting at Derby, where my be- 
loved friend and brother, Benjamin Jones, met 
me, by an appointment before J left home, 
to join in the viſit: and we were at Radnor, 
Merion, Richland, North- Wales, Plymouth, 

and Abington meetings; and had cauſe to 

bow in reverence before the Lord, our graci- 


ous God, by whoſe 8 way was Ph, 
or 
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for us from day to day. ÞF was out about 


two weeks, and rode about two hundred - 


messe r hem {5 I 
The monthly- meeting of Philadelphia ha- 
ving been under a concern on account of ſome 
friends, who this ſummer (1758) had bought 
negro ſlaves, the ſaid meeting moved it to their 
quarterly- meeting, to have the minute recon- 
ſidered in the yearly-meeting, which was 
made laſt on that ſubject: and the ſaid quar- 
terly-meeting appointed a committee to con- 
fider it, and report to their next; which 
committee having met once and adjourned, 
I, going to Philadelphia to meet a com- 
mittee of the yearly-meeting, was in town 
the evening on which the quarterly-meeting's 
committee met the ſecond time; and, finding 
an inclination to fit with them, was, with 
ſome others, admitted; and friends had a 
weighty conference on the ſubject: and, foon - 
after their next quarterly- meeting, I heard 
that the caſe was coming to our yearly-meet- 
ing; which brought a weighty exerciſe upon 
me, and under a ſenſe of my own infirmi- 
ties, and the great danger I felt of turning 
aſide from perfect purity, my mind was of- 
ten drawn to retire alone, and put up my 
prayers to the Lord, that he would be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to ſtrengthen me; that, ſetting 
aſide all views of ſelf-intereſt and the friend- 
ſhip of this world, I might ſtand fully refign- 
ed to his holy will. 4.8 5 
In this yearly- meeting, ſeveral weighty 
matters were conſidered ; and, toward the laſt, 
| G 2 - = "mak 
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that in relation to dealing with perſons who 
purchaſe ſlaves, During the ſeveral ſittings 
of the ſaid meeting my mind was frequent] 
covered with inward prayer, and I could fay, 
with David, “ That tears were my meat day 
and night.” The caſe of flave-keeping lay 
eavy upon me; nor did I find any engage- 
ment to ſpeak directly to any other matter be- 
fore the meeting. Now, when this caſe was 
opened, ſeveral faithful friends ſpake weightily 
thereto, with which I was comforted ; and, 
feeling a concern to caſt in my mite, I ſaid in 
ſubſtance as follows: | en 

In the difficulties attending us in this 
life, nothing is, more precious than the mind 
of truth inwardly manifeſted ;. and it is my 
earneſt deſire that, in this weighty matter, we 
may be ſo truly humbled, as to be favoured 
with 'a clear underſtanding of the mind of 
truth, and follow it; this would be of more 
advantage to the ſociety, than any medium 
not in the clearneſs of divine wiſdom. The 
caſe is difficult to ſome who have them; butif 
ſuch ſet aſide all ſelf-intereſt, and come to be 
weaned from the deſire of getting eſtates, ot 
even from holding them together, when truth 
requires the contrary, I believe way will open 
that they will know how to ſteer through thoſe 
difficulties,” . od 7 Gent 

Many friends appeared to be deeply bow- 
ed under the weight of the work; and mani- 
feſled much firmneſs in their love to the cauſe 
of truth 'and univerſal righteouſneſs on the 


carth: and, though none did openly juſt 
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the practice of flave-keeping in general, yet 
ſome appeared concerned, leſt the meeting 
ſhould go into ſuch meaſures as might give 
uneaſineſs to many brethren ; alledging, that 
if friends patiently continued under the 'ex- 
erciſe, the Lord, in time to come, might 
open a way for the deliverance of theſe peo- 
ple: and, I finding an engagement to ſpeak; 
ſaid, My mind is often led to confider the 
purity of the divine Being and the juſtice 
of his judgments ; and herein my ſoul is co- 
vered with awfulneſs : I cannot omit to hint 
of ſome caſes, where people have not been 
treated with the purity of juſtice, and the 
event hath been lamentable: many ſlaves on 
this continent are oppreſſed, and their cries 
have reached the ears of the Moſt High, 
duch are the purity and certainty of his judg- 
ments, that he cannot be partial in our favour. 
In infinite love and goodneſs, he hath opened 
our underſtandings, from one time to another, 
concerning our duty towards this people ; and 
it is not a time for delay. Should we now bz 
ſenſible of what he requires of us, and, through 
a reſpect to the private intereſt of ſome per- 
ſons, or through a regard to ſome friendſhips 
which do not ſtand on an immutable founda- . 
tion, negle& to do our duty in firmneſs and 
conſtancy, ſtill waiting for ſome extraordinary 
means to bring about their deliverance, it may 
be by terrible things in righteouſneſs God may 
anſwer us in this matter.” 

Many faithful brethren laboured with great 
brmneſs ; and the love of truth, in a good 


G 3 degree, 


evil would never be effectually ſtruck at, un- 
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degree, prevailed. Several friends, who had 
negroes, expreſſed their deſire that a rule 
might be made, to deal with ſuch friends a 
offenders who bought flaves in future: to 
this it was anſwered, that the root of this; 


til a thorough ſearch was made into the cit- 
cCcumſtances of ſuch friends as kept negroes, 
with reſpe&t to the righteouſneſs of their 
motives in keeping them, that impartial juſ- 
tice might be adminiſtered throughout. Seve. 
ral friends expreſſed their defire, that a. viſit 
might be made to ſuch frier.ds as kept 
flayes; and many friends ſaid, that they be- 
lieved liberty was the negroes right ; to which, 
at length, no oppoſition was made publicly: 
a minute was made more full on that ſub- 
ject than any heretofore ; , and the names of 
ſeveral friends entered, who were free to join 
in a yiſit to ſuch as kept flayes, 
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CHA. . VI. 4 
His v1 viſiting the 3 n Cboße⸗ . 
county; and afterwards joining ait Dani 
Stanton and Jabn Scarborougl in a vifit o 
ſucb as kept flaves there—Some- obſervations 
on the conduct fuch ſbould maintain as are 
concerned to ſpeak in meetings for-diſeipline— 
Several more wvifits tu fſuch-as kept, flaves : 

and to friends near Salm Some account of 
rhe yearly meeting in the year 1759 and of 
the imcreaſing concern, in divers. provinces, to 
labour againſt buying and * r 
| * er ee he: 


N the eleventh dayof * eleventh month, 
in the year 1758, I ſet out for Concord; 
the quarterly-meeting, heretofore held there, 
was now, by reaſon of a great increaſe of 
members, divided into two by the agreement 
of friends, at our laſt yearly meeting. Here 
I met with our beloved friends, Samuel Spa- 
vold and Mary Kirby, from England, and 
with Joſeph White, from Bucks county, who 
had taken leave of his family in * — to go 

on a religious viſit to friends in England ; 
and, through divine goodneſs, we were fa- : 
voured with a ſtrengthening opc to- 
gether. 

After this meeting I joined with my friends, 


Wa Stanton and John Scarborough, in 
5 G 49 viltung is 
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- viſiting friends who had ſlaves; and at night 
we had a family-meeting at William Trim- 
ble's, many young people being there; and 
it was a precious reviving opportunity. Next 
morning we had a comfortable ſitting with 
a ſick neighbour; and thence to the burial of 
the corpſe of a friend at Uwchland meeting, 
at which were many people, and it was a 
time of divine favour ; after which, we vi- 
fited ſome who had flaves; and, at night, 


had a family-meeting at a friend's houſe, | 


where the channel of gofpel-love was opened, 
and my mind was comforted. after a hard 
day's labour. The next day we were at Go- 
-ſhen monthly-meeting : and thence, on the 
eighteenth day of the eleventh month, in 
the year 1758, attended the quarterly-meet- 
ing at London-Grove, it being the rt held 
at that place. Here we met again with all the 
before - mentioned friends, and had ſome edi- 
fying — : and, near the concluſion of 
the meeting for buſineſs, friends were incited 
to conſtancy in ſupporting the teſtimony of 
truth, and reminded of the neceffity which 
the diſciples of Chriſt are under to attend 
principally to his buſineſs, as he is pleaſed 
to open it to us: and to be particularly care- 
ful to have our minds redeemed from the love 
'of wealth ; to have our outward affairs in as 
little room as may be; that no temporal con- 
cerns may entangle our affections, or hinder 
us from diligently following the dictates of 
truth, in labouring to promote the pure ſpi- 
rit of meekneſs and heavenly-mindedneſs a- 
N * mongſt 


os JOHN WOOLMAN.” 8g. 
mongſt the children of men in theſe days of 


calamity and diſtreſs, wherein God is ne 


our land with his juſt judgments. ; 
Each of © theſe 3 Was 
large, and ſat near 5 ht hours. Here 1 had 
occahon to conſider, 
to ſpeak much in large meetings for buſineſs: 
firſt, except our minds are rightly prepared. 
and we clearly underſtand the cate we f 
to, inſtead of forwarding, we. hinder, buſi- 
neſs, and make more labour for thoſe n 
whom the burthen of the work is laid. Z 
If ſelfiſh views, or a partial ſpirit, * 
any room in our minds, we are unfit: for 
the Lord's work; if we have a clear proſpect. 
of the buſineſs, and proper weight on ur 
minds to ſpeak, it behoves us to avoid uſeleſs 
apologies and repetitions : where people are 
gathered from far, and adjourning a meet- 
ing of buſineſs is attended with great diffi- 
culty, it behoves all to be cautious how they 
| detain a meeting; eſpecially when they have 
fat fix or ſeven hours, and have a great diſ- 
tance to ride home. After this meeting L rode 
home. | 
In the beginning of the twelfth month of 
the year 1758, I joined in company with my 
friends, John Sykes and Daniel Stanton, in 
viſiting ſuch as had flaves: ſome, whoſe 
hearts were rightly exerciſed about them, ap- 
peared to be glad of our viſit; but in ſome 
places our way was more difficult; and I of- 
ten ſaw the neceſſity of keeping down to that 
roat from whence our Concern n 
An ä 


at it is a weighty thing | 
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and have cauſe, in reverent thankfulneſs, 
humbly to bow down before the Lord, Who 
was near to me, and preſerved my mind in 
calmneſs under ſome ſharp conflicts, and be- 
gat a ſpirit of ſympathy and tenderneſs in 
me toward ſome who were grievouſly en- 
tangled by the ſpirit of this world. 

In the firſt month of the year 1759, ha- 
ving found my mind drawn to viſit ſome of 
the more active members, in our ſociety at 
Philadelphia, who had ſlaves, I met my friend 
John 9 there, by an agreement: 
and we continued about a week in the ci 
We viſited ſome that were ſick, and ſome wi- 
dos and their families; and the other part 
of our time was moſtly employed in viſiting 
ſuch as had flaves—It was a time of deep 
; exerciſe, looking often to the Lord for his ai- 
Hſtance;; who, in unſpeakable kindneſs, fa- 
voured us with , the influence of that ſpirit, 
which crucifies to the greatneſs and ſplendor 
"of this world, and enabled us to go through 
ſome heavy labours, in which we found 
peace. 

On the twenty fourth day of the third 
month, of this year, I was at our general 
ſpring-meeting at Philadelphia: after which, I 
again joined with John Churchman on a viſit 
to ſome more who had ſlaves in Philadel- 
2 and, with thankfulneſs to our heavenly 
Father, I may ſay, that divine love and a true 

ſympathiſing tenderneſs of heart prevetied at 
times in this ſervice. 
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Having, 
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Having, at times, perceived a ſhyneſs. in 
ſome friends, of conſiderable note, towards 
me, I found an engagement in goſpel love to 
pay a viſit to one of them; and, as I dwelt un- 
der the exerciſe, I felt. a reſignedneſs in my 
mind to go: ſo] went, and told him, in pri- 
vate, I had a deſire to have an opportunity 
with him alone; to which he readily agreed: 
and then, in the fear of the Lord, things 
relating to that ſhyneſs. were ſearched. to the 
bottom; and we had a large conference, 
which, I believe, was of uſe to both of us, and 
am thankful that way was opened for it. 
On the fourteenth day of the ſixth month, 
in the ſame year, having felt drawings in 
my mind to viſit friends about Salem, and 
having the approbation of our monthly- 
meeting therein, I attended their quarterly- 
meeting, and was. out ſeven days, and at 
ſeven meetings; in ſome of which I was 
chiefly ſilent, and in others, through the bap- 
tizing power of truth, my heart was enlarged 
in heavenly love, and found a near fellowſhip 
with the brethren and fiſters, in the manifold 
trials attending their Chriſtian progreſs through 
this world. „ f 
In the ſeventh month, I found an in- 
creaſing concern on my mind to viſit ſome 
active members in our ſociety who had 
ſlaves; and, having no opportunity of the 
company of ſuch as were named on the 
minutes of the yearly- meeting, I went alone 
to their houſes, and, in the fear of the Lord, 
1 lain acquainted 
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acquainted them with the exerciſe I was un- 
der : and thus, ſometimes, by a few words, 
3 myfelf diſcharged from a heavy bur. 

N e N W 

After this, our friend, John Churchman, 
coming into our province with a view to be 
at ſome meetings, and to join again in the 
viſit to thoſe who had flaves, I bore him 
company in the ſaid viſit to ſome active mem- 
bers, and found inward ſatis faction. 

At our yearly-meeting, in the year 1759, 
we had ſome weighty ſeaſons; where the 
power of -truth was largely extended, to the 
ſtrengthening of the honeſt- minded. As 
friends read over the epiſtles, to be ſent to 
the yearly- meetings along this continent, I ob- 
ſerved in moſt of them, both, this year and laſt, 
it was recommended to friends to labour againſt 
buying and keeping ſlaves ; and in ſome of 
them cloſely treated upon. This practice 
had long been a heavy exerciſe to me, and 1 
have often waded through mortifying labours 
on that account ; and, at times, in ſome meet- 


ings been almoſt alone therein. Nowjtobſer- 


vying the e ee in our religious ſo- 
ciety, and ſeeing how the Lord was raiſing up 
and qualifying Ferse for his work, not only 
in this reſpect, but for promoting the cauſe of 
truth in general, I was humbly bowed in 
thankfulneſs before him. n 
This meeting continued near a week; and, 
for ſeveral days, in the forepart of it, my mind 
was drawn into a deep inward nillneſs and 


being, at times, covered with the ſpirit of ſup- 
plication, 


* 
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plication, my heart was ſecretly poured out 
before the Lord: and, near the concluſion of 
the meeting for buſineſs, way opened, that, 
in the pure flowings of divine love, I expreſſed 
what lay upon me; which, as it then aroſe in 
my mind, was “' firſt to ſhew how deep an- 
ſwers to deep in the hearts of the fincere and 
upright ;” though, in their different growths, 
they may not all have attained to the ſame 
clearneſs in ſome points relating to our teſti- 
mony : and I was led to mention the integrity 
and conſtancy of many - martyrs, who gave 
their lives for the teſtimony of Jeſus; and yet, 


in ſome points, held doctrines diſtinguiſhable 


from ſome which we hold: and that, in all 
ages, where people were faithful to the light 
and underſtanding which the Moſt High af- 
forded them, they found acceptance with him; 
and that now, though there are different ways 
of thinking amongſt us in ſome particulars, 
yet, if we mutually kept to that ſpirit and 
power which crucifies to the world, which 
teaches us to be content with things really 
needful, and to avoid all ſuperfluities, giving 


up our hearts to fear and ſerve the Lord, true 


unity may ſtill be preſerved amongſt us: and 
that if ſuch, as were, at times, under ſuf- 
ferings on account of ſome ſcruples of conſei- 
ence, kept low and humble, and in their con- 
duct in life manifeſted a ſpirit of true charity, 
it would be more likely to reach the witneſs in 
others, and be of more ſervice in the church, 
than if their ſufferings were attended with a 
contrary ſpirit and conduct.“ In which exer- 


\ 
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ciſe Iwas drawh into a ſympathizing tenderne( 
with the ſheep of Chriſt, however diſtinguiſh- 
ed one from another in this world; and the 
like diſpoſition a to ſpread over others 
in the meeting. rest is the goodneſs of the 

Lord toward his poor creatures“ 

An epiſtle went forth from this yearly-meet- 
ing, which I think good to give a e in this 
4) woah WE as e & 5 © 


From * Lee ee held at Philadel- 
2 — for Pennſylvania and *New- Jerſey, 
from the twenty-ſecond day of the ninth 
month, to the twenty-eighth we (= pres 
Incluſive, 1759: 57 Fog. 


To "FR quarterly and beg meetings of 
: 1 e to the laid Pont -meet- 
bel Wa | 


be beloved "RG and — 2 ON 


N an awful ſenſe of the wiſdom and good- 
| neſs of the Lord our God, whoſe tender 

mercies have long been continued to us in this 

land, we affectionately ſalute you, with fincere 

and fervent defires, that we may reverently re- 

_ yard the diſpenfations of his providerice, and 

im under them. 

he empires and kingdoms of the earth 

are fubje& to his almighty power: he is the 
Bod of the ſpirits of all Hach, and deals with 

Hhais people ä to that wiſdom, the depth 


whereof 


or 'JOHN-WOOLMAN.” ß 
whereof is to us unſearchable: we, in theſe 

e, may ſay Y. he hath, as a gracious 
and tender parent, dealt bountifully with us, 


even from the days of our fathers: it was he 
| who ſtrengthened them to labour through the 


difficulties attending the improvement af a2 


wilderneſs, and made way for them in the 
hearts of the natives; ſo. that by them t 


were comforted in times of Want and diſtreſo: 


it was by the gracious influences of his holy 
Spirit, that they were diſpoſed to work righ- 
teouſneſs, and walk uprightly one towards 
another, and towards the natives, and in life 
and converſation to manifeſt the excellence of 
the principles and e of the Chriſtian 
g elke ten; and thereby retain their eſteem 
and friendſhip 1 — 4 ey were labouring 
for the neceſſaries of life, many of them were 
| fervently engaged to promote piety and virtue 
in the earth, and . their em in the 
fear of the Lord. 1 5 
If we carefully W the: bebe 
meaſures purſued in the firſt ſettlement of 
the land, and that freedom from the deſola- 
tions of wars which for a long time we en- 
joyed, we ſhall find ourſelves under ſtrong 
obligations to the Almighty, who, when the 
earth is ſo generally polluted with wieked- 
neſs, gave us a being in à part ſo ſignally fa- 
votired with tranquillity and plenty, and in 
which the glad tidings of the goſpel of 
Chriſt are ſo freely publiſhed; that e may 
n ſay with the n 0 What hall 
| "cc we 
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"xi 22 unto the Lord for all his bene- 
Our oven real good, and the good of our 


— 


3 "> 
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poſterity, in ſome meaſure, depend on the 
part we act; and it nearly concerns us to try 
our foundations impartially. Such are the 
different rewards of the juſt and unjuſt in a 
future ſtate, that, to attend diligently to the 
dictates of the ſpirit of Chriſt, to devote our- 
ſelves to his ſervice, and engage fervently in 
his cauſe, during our ſhort ſtay in this world, 
is a choice well becoming a free intelligent 
creature: we ſhall thus clearly ſee and con- 
ſider that the dealings of God with mankind 
in a national capacity, as recorded in holy 
Writ, do ſufficiently evidence the truth of 
that ſaying, lt is righteouſneſs which ex- 
. alteth a nation; and though he doth not 
at all times ſuddenly execute his judgments 
on a ſinful people in this life, yet we ſee, by 
many inſtances, that where men follow 
lying vanities, they forſake their on mer- 
„ cies;” and as a proud ſelfiſh ſpirit prevails 
and ſpreads among a people, ſo partial judg- 
ment, oppreſſion, diſcord, envy, and confu- 
ſions increaſe, and provinces and kingdoms 
are made to drink the cup of adverſity as a 
reward of their own doings. Thus the in- 
ſpired prophet, reaſoning with the degene- 
rated Jews, ſaith, Thine own wickedneſs 
„ ſhall- correct thee, and thy backſlidings 
<< ſhall reprove thee : know, therefore, that 
it is an evil thing and bitter, that _ 
| Z k 66 
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« that my fear is not in thee, ſaith the Lord 
10. God df Hoſts,” Jeri 11% ͤ . 
The God of our fathers, who hath be- 
ſtowed on us many benefits, furniſhed a ta- 
ble for us in the wilderneſs, and made the 
deſarts and ſolitary places to rejoice; he doth 
now mereifully call upon us to ſerve him 
more faithfully—We may truly ſay, with the 
prophet, | It is his voice which crieth to the 
« city, and men of wiſdom ſee his name: 
They regard the rod, and him who hath. 
« appointed it.” People, who look chiefly at 
things outward, too little conſider the ori- 
ginal cauſe of the preſent troubles; but ſuch 
as fear the Lord, and think often upon 
his name, ſee and feel that a wrong ſpi- 
rit is ſpreading among the inhabitants of 
our country; that the hearts of many are 
waxed fat, and their ears dull of hearing; 
that the Moſt High, in his viſitations to us, 
inſtead of calling, lifteth up his voice and 
crieth ; he crieth to our country, and his 
voice waxeth louder and louder. In former 
wars between the Engliſh and other nations, 
ſince the ſettlement of our provinces, the ca- 
lamities attending them have fallen chiefly 
on other places, but now of late they have 
reached to our borders; many of our fellow- - 
ſubjects have ſuffered on and near our fron- 
tiers, ſome have been ſlain in battle, ſome 
killed in their houſes, and ſome in their fields, 
ſome wounded and left in great miſery, and 
others ſeparated from their wives and little 
H children, 
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„ haſt - forſaken the Lord thy God, and 
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children, who have been carried captives 
among the Indians: we have ſeen men and 
women, who have been witneſſes of theſe 
ſcenes of ſorrow, and, being reduced to want, 
have come to our houſes alking relief. —It 
is not long ſince it was, the caſe of many 
young men, in one of theſe provinces, to be 
draughted, in order to be taken as ſoldiers; 
ſome were at that time in great diſtreſs, and 
had occaſion to conſider that their lives had 
been too little conformable to the purity and 
irituality of that religion which we pro- 
fs, and found themſelves too little ac- 
quainted with that inward humility, in 
which true fortitude to endure hardneſs for 
the truth's ſake is experienced. Many pa- 
rents were concerned for their children, and 
in that time of trial were led to conſider, 
that their care, to get outward treaſure for 
them, had been greater than their care for 
their ſettlement in that religion which cruci- | 
fieth to the world, and enableth to bear a 
clear teſtimony to the peaceable government 
of the Mefliah. Theſe: troubles are removed, 
and for a time we are releaſed from them. 
Let us not forget that The Moſt High 
„ hath his way in the deep, in clouds and in 
et thick darkneſs” that it is his voice which 
erieth to the city. and to the country; and oh! 
that theſe loud and awakening cries may have 
a proper effect upon us, that heavier chaſtiſe- 
ment may not become neceſſary! For though 
things, as to the outward, may, for a ſhort 
time, afford a pleaſing proſpect; yet, while 
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i ſelfiſh ſpirit; that is not ſubject to the croſs 
of Chriſt, continueth to ſpread and prevail, 
there can be no long continuance in outward 
peace and tranquillity. If. we deſire, an inhe- 
ritance incorruptible, and to be at reſt in that 
ſtate of peace and happineſs, which ever con- 
tinues; if we deſire, in this life, to dwell un- 
der the favour, and protection of that Al- 
mighty Being, whoſe habitation: is in holi- 
nefs, whoſe: ways are all equal, and whoſe 
anger is now kindled becauſe of our back- 
licings; let us then awfully regard theſe 
beginnings of his ſore judgments, and, with 
abaſement and humaliaton turn hun when 
we have offended... 

Contending with one e equal in ſtren gth i is 
an uneaſy exerciſe; but if the Lord is ee 
our enemy, if we perſiſt to contend with him 
who is omnipotent, our overthrow, will be 
unavoidable. 0th 4 

Do. we feel an affectionate _ to poſte- 
rity; and are we employed to promote their 
happineſs? Do our minds, in things out- 
ward, look beyond our own diſſolution; and 
are we contriving for the proſperity of our 
children after us? Let us then, like wiſe 
builders, lay the foundation deep; and, by 
our conſtant uniform regard to an inward 
piety, and virtue, let them ſee that we really 
value it: let us labour, in the fear of the 
Lord, that their innocent minds, while young 
and tender, may be preſerved from corrup- 
tions; that, as the e advance in age, they 
may A under po FRO true intereſt, 
may 
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may conſider the uncertainty of © temporal 
things, and, above all, have their hope and 
confidence firmly ſettled in the bleffing of 
that Almighty Being, who inhabits eternity, 
and preſerves and ſupports the world. 
In all our cares about worldly treaſures, 
let us ſteadily bear in mind, that riches, poſ- 
ſeſſed by children who do not truly Err 
God, are likely to prove ſnares that may 
more grievouſly entangle them in that ſpirit 
of ſelfiſhneſs and exaltation, which ſtands in 
oppoſition to real peace and hapdineſs; and 
renders them enemies to the crofs of Chriſt, 
who ſubmit to the influence of it. 
To keep a watchful eye towards real ob- 
jects of charity, to viſit the poor in their 
loneſome dwelling- places, to comfort them, 
who, through the diſpenſations of divine 
Providence, are in ſtrait and painful circum- 
ſtances in this life, and ſteadily to endeavout 
to honour God with our ſubſtance; from a 
real ſenſe of the love of Chrift. influencing 
our minds thereto, is more likely to bring a 
bleſſing to our children, and will afford more 
ſatisfaction to a Chriſtian favoured with plen- 
ty, than an earneſt defire to colle& much 
wealth to leave behind us; for“ here we have 
6 no continuing city ;” may we therefore di- 
ligently “ ſeek one that is to come, whoſe 
4 builder and maker is God.” wee 
% Finally, brethren," whatſoever things arc 

<« true, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſo- 
. D˖,j,“ things are pure, whatſoever things 
are lovely, whatſoever things are of goo! 
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«« report; if there be any virtue, if there | 
« be any praiſe, think on theſe things and 
« with you. 1 % ig 


| signed, by appointment, and on beh lf of 


our laid meeting, by ſeven friends. 


On the twenty-eighth day of the eleventh 
month, in the year i759, I was at the quar- 
terly-meeting in Bucks county: this day be- 
ing the meeting of miniſters and elders, my 
heart was enlarged in the love of Jeſus Chriſt; 
and the -fayour of the Moſt High was ex- 
tended to us in that and the enſuing meet- 
ing. | 
I had converſation, at my lodging, with 
my. beloved friend, Samuel Eaſtburn ; 'who 
expreſſed a concern to join in a viſit to ſome 
friends, in that county, who had negroes; 
and, as I had felt a draught in my mind to 
that work in the ſaid county, I came home 
and put things in order: on the eleventh 
day of the twelfth month following, I went 
over the river; and on the next day was at 
Buckingham meeting; where, through the 
deſcendings of heavenly dew, my mind was 
comforted, and drawn into a near unity with 
the flock of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
Entering upon this viſit appeared weighty : 
and before I left home my mind was often 
fad; under which exerciſe I felt, at times, 
the Holy- Spirit, which helps our infirmitics ; 
H 3 through 
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through which, in private, my prayers were, 
at times, put up to God, that he would be 
leaſed to purge me from all ſelfiſhneſs, that 
f might be ſtrengthened to diſcharge my 
duty faithfully, how hard ſocver to the na- 
tural part. We proceeded on the viſit in a 
weighty frame of fpirit, and went to the 
houſes of the moſt active members, through. 
out the country, who had negroes ; and, 
through the goodneſs of the Lord, my mind 
was preſerved in reſignation in times of trial, 
and, though the work was hard to nature, 
yet through the ſtrength of that love which 
is ſtronger” than death, tenderneſs of heart 
was often felt amongſt us in our viſits, and 
we parted from ſeveral families with greater 
ſatisfaction than we expected. 18 
Me viſited Joſeph White's family, he be- 
ing in England; had alſo a family-fitting at 
the houſe of an elder who bore us company, 
and was at Makefield on a firſt day: at all 
which times my heart was truly thankful to 
the Lord, who was graciouſly pleaſed to re- 
new his loving-kindneſs to us, his poor ſer- 

yants, uniting us together in his work. 
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His viſit, in company citb Samuel. Eofthurn, 
to Long- Hand, Rhode- Hand, Bgſton, - &c. 
in Neu- England — Remarks on the. flave- 

trade at Newport, and. his exerciſe on that © 
account; alſo on lotteries-—Some gbſervations 
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'TAVING, for ſome time pat, felt a 
11 ſympathy in my mind with friends 
Faſtward, 1 opened my concern in out month - 
ly-meeting ; and, obtaining a certificate, ſet 
forward of the ſeventeenth day of the fourth 
month, in the year 1760, joining in com- 
pany, by a previous agreement, with my be- 
oved friend, Samuel Eaſtburn. We had meet- 
ings at Woodbridge, Rahaway, and Plain- 
field; and were at their monthly- meeting of 
miniſters and elders in Rahaway. We la- 
boured under ſome diſcouragement ; but, 


through the inviſible power of truth, our vi- 5 


ſit was made reviving to the lowly- minded, 
with whom I felt a near unity of ſpirit, be- 
ing much reduced in my mind. We paſſed 
on and viſited the chief of the meetings on 
Long-Ifland. It was my concern, from day 
to day, to ſay no more nor leſs than what 
the ſpirit of truth opened in me; being jea- 
lous over myſelf, leſt I ſhould ſpeak any 
thing to make my teſtimony look agreeable 
H 4 to 
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to that mind in le, which is not in 
obedience to 3 of Chriſt. 85 

The ſpring of the miniſtry was often low; 
and, roar the ſubjecting power of truth, 
we were kept low with it; and from place to 
place, ſuch, whoſe hearts were truly concerh- 
ed for the cauſe of Chriſt, ap to be 
comforted in our labours ; though it 
Was in general a time of kes of the 
creature, yet, through his n Who 
is a helper of the * r, we ſome truly 
edifying ſeaſons both in meetings, and in fa- 
milies where we tarried ; and ſometimes 
found ſtrength to labour earneſtly with the 
unfaithful, eſpecially with thoſe, whoſe ſta- 
tion in familics, or in the ſociety, was fuch, 
that their example” had a powerful tendency 
to open the way for others to go aſide from 
the purity, and ſoundneſs of the bleſſed 
truth. At Jericho, on Long-Iland, I wrote 
home as follows: | 
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24th of the 4th month, 1760. 
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Dearly beloved wife, 


10 E are favoured with health; have 
10 been at ſundry meetings in Eaſt- 

erte: and on this iſland: my mind hath 
n much in an in ward watchful frame ſince 
[ left thee, greatly deſiring that our proceed 
ings may be ſingly in the will of our heavenly 
Fathers” .:: 1 Eto 5 Fc „„ 
As the preſent appearance of things is 
not joyous, I have been much ſhut up from 
outward chearfulneſs, remembering that pro-—- 
miſe, Then ſhalt thou delight thyſelf in 
« the Lord ;”—As this, from , to day, has 
been revived in my memory, I have confi- 
dered that his internal preſence in our minds 
is a delight, of all others, the moſt pure; and 
that the honeſt-hearted not only delight in 
this, but in the effect of it upon them. Hi 
regards the helpleſs and diſtreſſed, — 
reyeals his love to his children under afflic- 
tion; they delight in beholding his benevo- 
lence, and feeling divine charity moving up- 
on them: of this I may ſpeak a little; for 
though, fince I left you, I have often found 
an engaging love and affection toward . thee 
and my daughter, and friends about home, 
that going out at this time, when ſickneſs is 

io great amongſt you, is a trial upon me; 


- 
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yet I often remember there are many wi- 
dows and fatherleſs, many who have poor 
tutors, many who have evil examples before 
them, and many whoſe minds are in capti- 
vity, for whoſe ſake my heart is, at times, 
moved with compaſſion ; ſo that-I feel my 
mind reſigned to leave you for a ſeaſon, to 
' exerciſe that gift which the Lord hath be- 
. towed on me; which, though ſmall, com- 
3 ſome, yet in this I rejoice, that 
I feel love unfeigned toward my fellow-crea- 
tures. I recommend you to the Almighty, 
who, I truſt, cares for you; and, under a ſenſe 
of his heavenly love, remain 
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Me croſſed from the eaſt end of Long- 
Hand to New- London, about thirty miles, 
n a large open boat; while we were out, the 
Wind rifing high, the waves ſeveral times 
beat oyer us, ſo that to me it appeared dange- 
rous; but my mind was, at that time, turn- 
ed to him, who, made and governs the wy 

and my life was refigned to him: and, as he 

was mercifully pleaſed to preſerve us, I had 
freſh occaſion to conſider every day as a day 

Jent to me; and felt a. renewed engagement 

to deyote my time, and all I had, to him who 

gave them. iii 850 | + ; 4 f 

We had five meetings in Narraganſet; and 

went thence to Newport on R * 

You | Our 
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Our gracious Father preſerved us in an hum- 
ble — — on him through deep exer- 
eiſes, that were mortifying to the creaturely 
will. In ſeveral families in the cbuntry, 
where we lodged, I felt an engagement on 
my mind to have a conference with them in 
private concerning their ſlaves; and, through 
divine aid, I was favoured to give up there- 
to: though, in this concern, I appeared fin- 
gular from many, whoſe ſervice in travelling, 
[ believe, is greater than mine; I do not 
think hard of them for omitting it; I do 
not repine at having ſo unpleaſant a taſſe aſ- 
ſigned me, but look with awfulnefs to him, 
who appoints to his ſervants their reſpective 


employments, and f is "2604 to all h ferve 5 


him nete 15294” 

We got to Newpobb in the aktihng? alt 
on the next day viſited two ſick perſons, and 
had comfortable fittings with them; and in 
hs afternoon attended-the burial of a friend. 

The next day we were at meetings at 
New pond, | in the forenoon and afternoon ; 
where the ſpring of the miniſtry was opened, 
and ſtrength given to declare the word of? life 
to the people. R 

The next day we went on our e ; = bs 
the great number of flaves in theſe parts, 
and the continuance of that trade from thence 
to Guinea, made deep i im ion on es and 


my cries were often pùt up to my heavenly 
Father in ſecret, that he would enable me to 
diſchar 0 my duty faithfully, in ſuch way » 


We 


he mig * to FE out to me. 
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We took Swanſea, Freetown, and Tanton, 
in our way to Boſton,; where alſo we had a 
meeting; our exerciſe was deep, and the love 
of truth prevailed, for which I bleſs the 
Lord... We went eaſtward about eighty miles 
beyond Boſton, taking meetings, and were 
in a good degree preſerved in an humble de- 
pendence on that arm which drew us out; 
and, though we had ſome hard labour with 
the Lfobedient, laying things home and cloſe 
to ſuch as were ſtout agai oſt the truth ; yet, 

re the goodneſs of Ge God, we had, at times, 
to partake of —_— comfort with them who 
were meek, and were often favoured to part 
with friends in the nearneſs of true goſpel-fel- 
lowſhip. We returned. to Boſton, and had 
another comfortable opportunity with friends 
there; and thence rode back a day's journey 
eaſtward of Boſton: our guide being a heavy 
man, and the weather hot, and my companion 
and I confidering it, expreſſed our freedom to 
on without him, to which he conſented, 
and we reſpectfully took our leave of him; this 
we did, as believing. the journey would have 
been hard to him and his horſe. ines 

We viſited the meetings in thoſe parts, and 
were meaſurably baptized into a feeling of 
the ſtate of the ſociety : and in bowedneſs of 
ſpirit. went to the yearly-meeting. at New- 
5 ſe where I underſtood that a large num- 
r.of ſlaves were imported from Africa into 
that town, and then on ſale by a member of 
our ſociety. At this meeting we met with 


un: Storer fram England, Elizabeth Ship: 
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ley, Ann Gaunt, Hannah Foſter, and Mercy 
Redman from our parts, all miniſters of the 
goſpel, of whoſe company I was glac. 

At this time my appetite failed, and 1 
grew outwardly weak, and had a feeling of 
the condition of Habbakuk, as there ex- 
preſſed. When Theard, my belly trembled. 
my lips {dt 5 1 trembled in myſelf that 1 
might reſt in the day of trouble; I had ma- 
ny cogitations, and was ſorely diſtreſſed: and 

was defirous that friends might petition the 
legiſlature, to uſe their endeavours to diſeou- 
rage the future importation of flaves; for I 
ſaw that this trade was a great evil, and tend- 
ed to multiply troubles, and bring diſtreſſes 
on the people in thoſe parts, for whoſe wel- 
fare my heart was deeply concerned. 
hut I perceived ſeveral difficulties in regard 
to petitioning ; and ſuch was the exerciſe f 
my mind, that I had thought of endeavour- 
ing to get an opportunity to ſpeak à few 
words in the houſe of aſſembly, then fitting 
in town. This exerciſe came upon me in the 
afternoon, on the ſecond day of the yearly- 
meeting, and, going to bed, I got no fleep 
till lay mind Gab Fast reg ed Wesen 
and in the morning I enquired of a friend 
how long the aſſembly were likely to conti- 
nue ſitting ; who told me, they were expected 
to be prorogued that day or the next. © 
As I was deſirous to attend the buſineſs of 


the meeting, and perceived the aſſembly 

were likely to depart before the buſineſs was 

over; after conſiderable exerciſe, humbly 
| ſeeking 


- * 7 
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ſeekir to the Lord for inſtruction; m y mind 
ſett to attend on the buſineſs, of — meets 
ing; on the laſt; day of which, I had pre- 
a ſhort eſſay of a, petition, to he pre- 
ſcnted to the-legiflature; if way opened: and 
ing e that there were ſome ap 
inted, by yearly- meeting, to hoe 
Pons bY. pu Koa in 5 — ——.— 1 
the ſociety, 1 opened my mind to ſeveral 
3 them — eflay I had made; 
and afterward opened the caſe in the meeting 
for buſineſs, in ſubſtance as follows: 
„ have been under a concern for ſome 
time, on account of the great number of 
ſlayes which are imported into this colony; I 
am aware that it is a tender point to {peak to, 
but apprehend. I am not clear in the fight of 
heaven without ſpeaking to it. I have pre- 
. an eſſay of a petition, if way open, to 
| preſented. to the legiſlature and What I 
haue to propoſe to this meeting is, that ſome 
friends may be named to withdraw and look 
over it, and report whether they believe it 
ſuitable to be read in the meeting; if they 
ſhould think well of reading it, it will re- 
main for the meeting, aſter hearing it, to 
conſider, whether to take any farther notice 
of it at a meeting or not. * a ſhort con- 
ference ſome friends-went out, and, looking 
over it, expreſſed their willingneſs to have it 
read; which being done, many expreſſed 
their unity with the propoſal; and ſome ſig- 
nified, that to have the ſubjects of the peti- 
tion . upon, and to be ſigned out of 


meeting 


o JOHN WOOQLMAN, aint 
meeting by, ſuch as were free, would be 
more g. by. than to do it there; thou gh 
I expected, at firſt, that if it was done it 

would be in that way; yet, ſuch was the ex- 
erciſe of my mind, that to moye it in the 
hearing of friends, when aſſembled, 3 
to me as a duty; for my heart yearned .to- 
ward the inhabitants of theſe 1 11 belier 
ving that by this trade there had been an in- 
creaſe of inquietude amongſt them, and a war 
made eaſy for the ſpreading, of a ſpirit. oppo” 2 
fite to that meekneſs and humility,” which is 
a ſure reſting-place for the ſoul :, and that the 
continuance. of this trade would not only. ren- 
der their healing. more difficult, but. "EP 
their malad 

Having oY far os; 1 felt eaſy, to 
leave the eſſay amongſt friends,. for. them. to 
proceed in it as they believed beſt... And 
now an exerciſe. revived on my Wind in 
relation to lotteries, which were common in 
thoſe parts: I had once moved it in a former 
ſitting of this meeting, when arguments 
_ were uſed in favour of friends being held ex- 
cuſed, who were only concerned in ſuch lot- 
teries as were agreeable to law: and now, on 
moving it again, it was oppoſed as before; 
but the hearts of ſome ſol ig friends appeared 
to be united. to diſcourage the practice a- 
mongſt their members; and the matter was 
zealouſly handled by ſome. on both ſides. In 
this Jebate it appeared very, clear to me, that 
the ſpirit of lotteries was a ſpirit of ſelfiſhneſs, - 
which tended to contuſion. and "OY 
| 0 
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of underſtanding ; and that pleading for 
it in our meetings, ſet apart for the Lord's 
work, was not, right : and, in the heat of zeal, 
once made reply to what an antient friend 
faid,'though when I fat down, I faw that my 
words were not enough feaſoned with chari- 
| Ph and, after this, I ſpake no more on the 
ſubject. At length a minute was made; a 
copy of which was, agreed to be ſent to theit 
ſeveral quarterly-meetings, inciting friends 
to labour to diſcourage the practice amongſt 
all profeſſing with us. n 
Some time after this minute was made, I, 
remaining uneaſy with the manner of my 
ſpeaking to the ancient friend, could not ſee 
my way clear to conceal my uneaſineſs, but 
was concerned that I might fay nothing to 
weaken the canſe in which I had laboured; 
and then, after ſome cloſe exerciſe and hearty 
repentance, for that J had not attended cloſe- 
ly to the ſafe guide, I ſtood up, and, reciting 
the paſſage, acquainted friends, that, though 
durſt 'not go from what I had faid as to the 
matter, yet I was uncaſy with the manner 
of my ſpeaking, as believing milder lan- 
guage would have been better. As this was 
uttered in ſome degree of creaturely abaſe- 
ment, it appeared to have a good favour a- 
mongſt us, after à warm debate. 9 
The yearly-meeting being now over, there 
et remained on my mind a ſecret, though 
eavy, exerciſe in regard to ſome leading ac- 
tive members about Newport, being in the 
practice of flave-keeping. This I mentioned 
i - Wo 


9 


. n wootManr „ 


1 — 2 and propoſed to the If Wa 
ned, to have ſome Convert wit 


moſt'noted'elders who had flaves';” al He, 1 
ceed to clear myſelf of 3 57 uf 75 132 


Now 1 had, nea r the beg inning f the Fear! 
meeting," a private conference with this 55 


the way ſeemed clear to me to adviſe} with 
him abbut the manner of proceeding: :I told 
him, I Was free to have a "conference" With 
them all together in SA houſe ; or, if 
he thought they would kake it unk 0 Be 


one in the hearing of anothet,” 1 ee 
end ſome time among them, and viſtt ecm 


king to the firſt propoſal, not doubtin their 
willi ingnele to cotrie tog pether + and, A fro. 

eers 45 he named ſome others, Who he 
deſired ith 

Al es ws Wanted to acquaint them 
0 a Pro} er manner, he offered to go to all 
their 


did ſo. About the eighth hour, the next 


ber; and the laſt- mentioned country friend, 
wo my com anion, and John Storer, with 


5 in 


10 two ancient friends.” Whb came ur ör tho 


f ole friends: and, thereupon, one f thoſe 
country friends and 1 confulted one of the 


a reſpectful manner, encouraged me td p- 


elder and His wife concerning theirs; ſo that 


aſked to came together, and to be = WOE £7 
'T ee | 


all in their 6wn' houſes © he expreſſed his I. 


N 4 Viflt to 1 elders, and . 
ht be preſent Alſo: and, 48 a care- 


es to . the! matter to them; and 


morning, we met in the meeting- houſe cham- 


; when, after a ſhoft time of retirement, 1 
ahi tinted them wi ith the ſteps T had taken 


= 
— 
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- © In, procuring that meeting, and opened the 


the ſubject was mutually handled in a calm 


Practice, and the concern ſeveral of them ex- 
preſſed in relation to the manner of diſpoſing 
of their negroes after their deceaie, I belie- 
ved that a good exerciſe was N 


3 "kindneſs, their freedom, and affability, do 
not hinder us from the Lord's work. I have 
ſieen that, in the midſt of Kindneſs and ſmooth 


La 
be 
© 
= 
o : i 


concern I was under; and ſo we proceeded - 
to a free conference upon the ſubject. My 
exerciſe was heavy,. and I was deeply bowed 


in ſpirit before the Lord, who was pleaſed to 


favour-us with the ſeaſoning virtue of truth, 
which wrought a tenderneſs amongſt us; and 
and peaceable ſpirit : and, at length, fecling 
my mind releaſed from that — — 545 
1 had been under, I took my leave of them, 
in a good degree of ſatisfaction; and, by the 
tenderneſꝭ they manifeſted. in regard to the 


them; and I am humbly thankful to God, 


; who ſupported my mind, and preſerved me 
in a good degree of reſignation. hr 
trials | 


ough theſe 


Thou, who ſometimes travelleſt in the work 
of the miniſtry, art made very welcome by 


thy friends, and. ſeeſt many tokens of their 


ſatisfaction, in having thee for their gueſt, 
it is good for thee to dwell deep, that thou 
mayſt feel and underſtand the ſpirits of peo- 
ple: if we believe truth points towards a con- 


ference on ſome ſubjects, in a private Way, 


it is needful for us to take heed that their 


conduct, to ſpeak cloſe and home to mg 
Er. who 
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who entertain us, on points that relate to 
their outward intereſt, is hard labour; and 
ſometimes, when I have felt truth lead to- 
ward it, I have found myſelf diſqualified b 
A ſuperficial friendſhip ; and Kol the * 
thereof hath abaſed me, and my cries have 
been to the Lord, ſo I have been humbled 
and made content to appear weak, or, as a 
fool for his ſake ; and thus a door Bach open 8 
ed to enter upon it. To attempt to do the 
Lord's work in our own way, and to ſpeak 
of that Which is the burthen of the word 
in a way eaſy to the natural part, doth 
not, reac oo bottom of the diſorder. To 
ſee the failings of our friends, and think 
hard of them, without opening that which we 
ought to open, and {till carry a face of friend- 
ſhip ; this tends to undermine the foundation 
of true unity. : 
The office of a miniſter of Chriſt is wei gh- 
ty; and they, who go. forth as ch 
had need to be ſteadily on their guard a- 
my the ſnares of 1 and a an outſide 
_ friendſhip. ; 
After the yearly-meeting, we were at 
meetings at Newtown, Cuſhnet, Long-Plain, 
Rocheſter. and Dartmouth: from thence we 
failed for Nantucket, in company with Ann 
Gaunt and Mercy Re „ and ſeveral other 
friends : the wind being flack, we only reached 


| bay gy ge the firſt day; Where, going 2 


on ſhore, we found room in a public-houlſe, 
and beds for a few of us, the reſt ſleeping 


on the floor : we went on board again about 
6 break 


— OY 
3 
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break of day; and, though the wind wat 
ſmall, we were fivouret to 5 within about 
four miles of Nantucket ; and then, about ten 
of us getting into our boat, we rowedl to the 
harbour before dark; Whercupon a large 
boat, going off, brought i in the reit of the pa 
ſengers about midnight: the next day 12 
one was their yearly-meetifiy, felt held 
four days; the laſt of which was their month: 
ly-meeting for buſineſs. ' We had a labori- 
ous time amongſt them: our minds w 
cloſely exerciſed, and I believe it was a time 
of great ſearching of heart. The longer I was 
on the iſland, the more I became ſenſible 
that there was a confiderable number of va. 
Iuable friends there, though an evil ſpirit, 
tending to ſtrife, had been at work "amongſt 
them: I was cautious of making any vilits, 
but as my mind was particularly drawn to 
them ; and in that way we had ſome fitting 
in friends houſes, where the heavenly” bs 
was, at times, ſpread over. us, to our mu 
comfort. 
My beloved Companion, had "TY acceptable 
ſervice on this'ifland. © © 

When meeting was over, we all agreed to 
al the next da . if the weather was fuit- 
able and we well; and,; being called up the 
latter part of the night, we 276 on board a 
yelle], being in all about fifty; but, the wind 
changing, the ſeamen thought beſt to ſtay in 
the Harbour till it altered; ſo we returned on 
fi and, feeling clear as to any farther vi. 

ts, I ſpent my time in our chamber chiefly 

8 alone; 


| ing filled with the ſpirit. of ſupplication, my 


nal 13 Gone, 


et JOHN WOOLMAN. zy 
alone; and, after ſome hours, my heart bes 


e and tears were poured out, before 


weighty, as we had been at ſo * fore; 


and the ſoil not very fertile; the timber ſo 
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gone, that for veſſels, fences, and firewogd, 
they depend chiefly on the buying from 
the Main; the coſt whereof, with moſt d 
their other expences, they depend principally. 
upon the whale-fiſhery to anſwer. I con- 
dered, that as towns grew larger, and lands 
near navigable waters more cleared, timber 
and wood would require more labour to get 
at: I underſtood-that the whales being much 
_ Hunted, and ſometimes wounded and not 
killed, grew more ſhy and difficult to come 
at; I conſidered that the formation of the 
earth, the ſeas, the iſlands, bays, and rivers, 
the motions of the winds and great waters, 
which cauſe bars and ſhoals in particular 
places, were all the works of him who is 
perfect wiſdom and goodneſs ; and, as people 
attend to his heavenly inſtruction, and put 
their truſt in him, he provides for them in 
all parts, where he gives them a being. And 
as, in this viſit to theſe le, I felt a ſtrong 
deſire for their firm eſtabliſhment on the ſure 
foundation, beſides what was ſaid more pub- 
lickly, I was concerned to ſpeak with the 
women friends, in their monthly-meeting of 
buſineſs, many being preſent; and, in the 
freth ſpring of pure love, to open before 
them the advantage, both inward and out- 
ward, of attending ſingly to the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, and therein to edu- 
cate their children in true humility, and the 
diſuſe of all ſuperfluities; reminding them 
of the difficulties their huſbands and ſons were 
frequentlyexpoſed to at ſea; and that, — 
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plai and ſimple their way of living was, 
the leſs need of running great hazards to 
ſupport them in it; encouraging the young 

women in their neat decent way of attending 
themſelves on the affairs of the houſe; ſhnew- 


ing, as the way opened, that, where people 


were truly humble, uſed themſelves to buſi- 
neſs, and were content with a plain way of 
life, it had ever been anda with more 

true peace and calmneſs of mind, than they 
have had, who, aſpiring to greatneſs and out- 


ward ſhew, have graſped hard for an income 


to ſupport themſelves in it: and, as I ob- 
ſerved they had few or no flaves amongſt 
them, I had to encourage them to be content 
without them; making mention of the nu- 
merous troubles and vexations which fre- 
quently attend the minds of people who de- 
pend on flaves to do their labour, a 

We attended the quarterly - meeting at 
Sandwich, in company with Ann Gaunt 
and Mercy Redman, which was preceded 
by a monthly-meeting; and in the whole 
held three days: we were various ways exer- 
ciſed amongſt them, in goſpel love, accord- 
ing to the ſeveral gifts beſtowed on us ; 


virtue of truth, to the comfort of the fincere, 
and ſtirring up of the negligent. Here we 
parted with Ann and Mercy, and went to 
Rhode-Ifland, taking one meeting in our 
way, which was a ſatisfactory time; and, 
reaching Newport the evening before their 
quarterly- meeting, we attended it; and, after 

| "2 „ 


and were, at times, overſhadowed with the 
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that, had a meeting with our, oung people, 
ſeparated from thoſe of other Fin Wa 
went through much labour in this town; and 
now, in taking leave of it, though I felt cloſe 
inward Pane} to the laſt, I found inward 
ace ; and was, in ſome degree, comforted, 
in a belief, that a good number remain 

in that place, who retain a ſenſe of truth; 
and that there are ſome young people at- 
tentive to the voice of the heavenly Shepherd, 
The laſt meeting, in which friends from the 
| ſeveral parts of the quarter came together, 

was a ſelect meeting; and, through the renew- 
ed manifeſtation of the Father's love, the 
hearts of the fincere were united together. 

That poverty of ſpirit, and inward weak- 
neſs, with which I was much tried the fore 
part of this journey, have of late appeared to 
me as a diſpenſation of kindneſs, Appoint- 
ing meetings neyer appeared more weighty 
to me; and I, was led into a deep ſearch 

whether in all things my mind was refigned 
to the will of God; often querying with my- 
ſelf, what ſhould be the cauſe of ſuch inward 
poverty; and greatly deſired, that no ſecret 
referve in my heart might hinder my acceſs 
to the divine fountain, In theſe humbling 
times I was made watchful, and excited to 
attend the ſecret, movings of the heavenly 
principle in my mind, which prepared the 
way to ſome duties, that in more eaſy and 

roſperous times, as to the outward, I believe 
[ ſhould have been in danger of omitting. 
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From Newport we went to e 
cghanticut, and Warwick; and were helped 
to labour amongſt friends. i in the love of our 

acious Redeemer : and then, accompanied 
7 5 friend, John Caſey, from Newport, we 
rode through Connecticut to Oblong, viſited 
the meetings of friends in thoſe parts, and 
thence proceeded to the quarterly-meeting'at _ 
Ryewoods ; and, through the gracious extend- 
+ of divine help, had ſome ſeaſonin ng. OP 
portunities in thoſe places: ſo we viſited: kde 
at New-York and Fluſhing ; and thence to 
Rahaway : and here, our roads parting, 1 
took leave of my beloved companion, and tr 
oke- mate, Samuel Eaſtburng and reac he 
3 — on the tenth day of the eighth month, 
1760, where .I, found. my family well; and, 
for the favours and protection of the Lords 
both- inward and outward, extended to me 
in this journey, my heart is. bumbled in 
grateful acknowledgments ; and I find renew 
ed deſires to dwell and wal in r eee 
before Wer k 
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Hir viſits to Pen n/ylvania, Shrewſbury, and 
| Spann publiſbing the ſecond part 1 


ations on keeping negroes— His vi 

: ting the families of friends of Ancocas and 
Mount - Holly meetings — His vi gte to the 
Indians ot. ad on the riuer N 


AVING felt my mins. abt nods * 
viſit to a few meetings in Pennſylva- 
nia, I was very deſirous to be rightly in- 
ſtructed as to the time of ſetting off: and, on 
the tenth day of the fifth month, 1761, be+ 
ing the firſt day of the week, I went to Had- 
donfield meeting, concluding to ſeek for hea- 
venly inſtruction, and come home, or go on, 
as I might then believe beſt for me; and there, 


-* _ through the ſpringing up of pure love, 1 felt 


enc ment, and ſo croſſed the river. In 
this viſit I was at two quarterly and three 


monthly- meetings; and, in the love of truth, 
felt my way open to labour with ſome noted 
friends, who kept negroes: and, as I was fa- 
voured to keep to the root, and endeavoured 
to diſcharge what I believed was required of 
me, I found inward peace therein, from time 
to time, and thankfulneſs of heart to the 
Lord, who was graciouſly te to be a * 


to me. 


* 
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In the eighth month, 1761, having felt 
ais in my mind to viſit friends in and 
about — J went there, and was 
at their monthly- meeting, and their firſt-day 


meeting; and had a meeting at Squan, and ZN x 


another at Squankum ; and, as way Ae when 
had converſation with ſome noted nde q 


concerning their ſlaves : and I returned living. L 5 
in a thankful ſenſe of the 8 an.. bi 


Lord. 
.. From the care I felt 
x ry I wrote Conſiderations on keeping 


| Negroes, | One ſecond ; which was prin- 
ted this 762. When the overſeers of + | 
the weeds Nh had N with it, they offered to 


get a number printed, to be paid for out of 
the yearly- meeting ſtock, and to be given 
away ; but I being moſt eaſy to publiſn them 


growing in me Noni : 


at my own expence, and, offering my "—_— 5 


they a ſatisfied. 


This ſtock is the e of has mem- ; 


bers of our religious ſociety in general; 
amongſt whom are ſome ill keep negroes; 
and, being inclined to continue them in ſla- 
very, are not likely to be ſatisfied with thoſe 


books being ſpread amongſt a people where 


many of the flaves are taught to read, and 
eſpecially not at their expence; and and ſuch of= - 


ten, receiving them as a gift, conceal hem: 


But as they, who make a purchaſe, a 
buy that which they have a mind for, I bes 


lieved it beſt to ſell them; expecting, by that 


means, they would more generally be read 
with attention. Advertiſements being N 


by 


ST. # 
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db order of the overieers, of the proſs, di- 


* * 


5 


rected to be read in monthly- meetings of bu- 


forming where the books were, and that the 
price was no more than the coſt of printing 


New-York, and ſome to Newport, to my ac- 
quaintance there; and ſome I kept, expecting 


to give part of them away, where there appear- 


edi a proſpect of ſervice. 


and, though I was middling healthy, yet my 


nature was not fitted to endure ſo much as 
many others: ſo that, being often weary, I 
was: prepared to ſympathize with thoſe 9 — 
eircumſtances in life, as free men, required 
gonſtant labour to anſwer the demands of their 
creditors, and with, others under. oppreſſion. 
In the uneaſineſs of body, which I have ma- 
ny times felt by too much labour, not as a 


; f ced but a voluatary oppteſſion, 1 have of. 


ten been excited to think on the original 
cauſe of that oppreſſion, which is impoſed on 


many in the world: and, the latter part of 


the time wherein I laboured on our; planta- 


of, heavenly. love, being often tender, and 
my leiſure- time frequently ſpent in reading 


the life and doctrines of our bleſſed Redeem- 


eri the;.account of the ſufferings of martyrs 


auch the hiſtory. of the firſt riſe of our ſociety, 


belief was gradually ſettled. in my mind 
dee de ha great, cſtatca,. Rene 


tion, my heart, through the freſh. vifitations 


and. binding them, many were taken off in 
our parts; ſome I ſent to Virginia, ſomento 


; 6 Jo obi 45 | 


lived in che humility and pfainneſd Wien 
belongs to 4 Chhtiſtian life, and laid much, 
eaſier rents and intereſts on their lands and 
monies, and thus led the way to a nicht ue 
of thin ky ſo great a number of people 
de employed ih' things uſefül, that Hhoue, 
both for men and other creatures, would e 
to be no more than an agreeable *<mploy!; 


36; 4 . 
be 
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and divers branches of buſineſs; Which fee 
chiefly to pleaſe the natural inclinations of 


our minds, and Which, Ar preſent, ſeem ne 
ceffary to circulate that wealth which ſome 
bel, might, in this way of pure Wiſderfl, 
7 diſcontinued. And, as hade thus Gon. 
dered _ thing 85 4 query, at times, hath ar 
&n': D Tf n my — „ "keep" to 
that dle of of things which isa able: to uni- 
verſal righteouſneſs ö And then there hath 
ſome degree of fadneſs, at times, cm ohr 
me, for that I accuſtomedd myfelf tg ſome 
things, which SccalivRed) mere bow?! en 
believe divine > Wiſdom intend for rn 
From my 'tarly acquaiftanse With tfwth 
1 have oftch felt an ihr ien, *ecafion- 
ed by the ſtriving of x" Fpirit in me apainft 
the operation of the heavenly principle;”and ; 
in this eHcumſtance Rave Been HA wth 
a ſenſe of my d- n wretehedneſs, und in a 
mourning” condition felt Eithtit Ionging for, 
that divine help, which bripgs 
true —— and ſometimes, in this ſtate;'re- 
Z. into private places, the ſpirit of ſup- 
| = ut hath been given me; and, under a 
covering, I hives aſked r ious 


5-the uf into 


_ 
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1 r me a heart in all things re- 


direction of his wiſdom. 


n In — — people of note in the ſociety 


who had flaves, and labouring with them in 
.»* brotherly love on that account, I have ſeen, 
and the "Goht' hav affected me, that a con- 


formity to ſome cuſtoms, diſtinguiſhable from 
pure wiſdom, has entangled many; and the 
deſire of gain, to ſupport theſe cuſtoms, greatly 
"oppoſed the work of truth: and ſometimes, 
when. the proſpect of the work before me has 
been ſuch, that in bowedneſs of ſpirit, I have 
been drawn into retired places, and beſought 
the Lord with tears that he would take me 
wholly, under his direction, and ſhew me the 
way in which I ought to walk, it hath revived, 
with ſtrength of conviction, that, if I would be 


his faithful ſervant, I muſt, in all things, at- 


tend to his wiſdom, e ee and ſo 


| .ceaſe from all cuſtoms contrary thereto, how. 


Ker uſed amongſt religious "HED 
As he is the perfection of power, of 3 
dom, and of — eo ſo, I believe, he hath 


Provided, that ſo much labour ſhall be ne- 


ceflary for men's ſupport, in this world, ag 


0 — being rightly divided, be a ſuitable 


employment of their time; and that we can- 


not go into ſuperfluities, or graſp after wealth 


in a way contrary to his wiſdom, Feng 


having connection with Gen — of oppre 
ſion, and with that ſpirit which leads to = 


exaltation and. 
brings calamities on countries, hy an SM 


rem about abgir plas, W079 0; 


ſtrife, and which frequ 


e 


% 
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In the. eleventh; month of the year 3 = 
feeling an engagement of mind to viſit | 
families in Mansfield, I joined my beloved 
friend, W 
days toge 
month, N 1 joined in com 
zabeth yn and Mary No atk a viſit. to 
the families of friends at Ancocas; in both 
which viſits, through the baptizing power 
of truth, the fincere labourers were often 
comforted, and the hearts of friends 
to receive us. And, in the fourth month fol- 
lowing, I accompanied ſome friends in a vi- 
fit to the families of | friends in Mount- 
Holly, in which my mind was often drawn 
into an inward awfulneſs, wherein ſtrang 
deſires were raiſed for the everlaſting welfare 
of my fellow-creatures ; and, chant the 
kindnefs of our heavenly Father, our hearts 
were, at times, enlarged, and friends invited, 

in the flowings of divine love, to attend to 

that which would ſettle 00 on the furs foun- 
dation. 2 
HFlavin many years felt love in my ; heart | 
toward — natives of this land, who dwell far 
back in the wilderneſs, whoſe anceſtors were 
the owners and poſſeſfors of the, land where 
we dwell; and who, for a very 
deration, aſſigned their inheritance. to us; 

and, being at Philadelphia, 
month, 1761, in a viſit to ſome friends who 
had ſlaves, I fell in company with ſome of 
thoſe natives who lived on the eaſt branch of 
the river Suſquehannah, at an Indian town - 


t ſervice. In the ſecond 


nes, and we ſpent a:few 
y with Eli- Yu 


mall conſi- 2 
in the eighth . 
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called Wehaloofing, two hundred miles flom 
- Philadelphia ; and, in converſation with them 
by an interpreter, as alſo by obſervations o 
their countenances and conduct, I beliey 
ſome of them were meaſurably acquainted 
Witht that“ divine power which“ ſubjects the 
rough and fre ward will of the creature: : and 
© mes, I felt inward drawin gs toward a viſit 
to that place, of which I told none except uy 
dear wife, until it came to ſome ripeneſs; 
then, in the winter, 1762, 1 laid it before. 
friends at our monthly and quarterly, and af. 
ter wards at our general ſpring, meeting; and, 
having the unity of friends, and being thought- 
ful about an Indian pilot, there came a man 
and thfee women from a little beyond that 
town to Philadelphfl on buſineſs ; Afld I. be. 
ing informed- thercof by letter irnet dhe 
in town in · the fifth month, 17635 10 and) after 
ſome converfation, finding th "te ſöber 
People; I. by the chncurfencs of friends in 
mat place, agreed to join with then as com- 
panions in their return; and, on the ſeventhday 
'of 'the 'Gxth month following, g. oy 
to meet at Samuel Foulk's, at — — 
Burks cbunty. Now, as this viſit felt weh 
and more OY at a time When travel 
appeared perildus, ſo the diſpenſations of 
vine Providence, in preparing my mind for it 
have been memorable; and I'belieye"it | good 
or me to give ſome hints thereof. [1 FH 
After I had given up to go, the thoughts 
| 1697 'the journey were often attended with un- 
(6A Hides; in which times, my heart was 
o frequently 
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breathings for his heavenly ſapport, that I 
might not fail to follow him whereſoever he 
might lead me: and, being at our youths 
meeting at Cheſterfield, about a week before 
the time I expected to ſet off, I was there led 
to ſpeak on that prayer of our Redeemer to 
his Father: I pray not that thou ſhouldſt 
« take them out of the world, but that thou 


« ſhouldft keep them from the evil.” And, il 


attending to the pure openingsof truth, I had to 
mention what he elſewhere ſaid to his Father ; 
« know that thou heareſt me at all times: 
ſo that, as ſome of his followers kept their 

laces, and as his prayer was granted, it fol- 
Le neceſſarily that they were kept from evil: 
and, as ſome of thoſe met with great hardſhips 
and afflictions in this world, and at laſt ſuffer- 
ed death by cruel men, it appears, that what- 
ſoever befals men while they live in pute obe- 
dience to God, as it certainly works for their 


good, ſo it may not he conſidered an evil as it 


* 
Vo 


relates to them. As I ſpake on this ſubject, 


my heart was much tendered, and great awful- 


neſs came over me; and then, on the firſt day 
of the next week, being at our own afternoon- 
meeting; and my heart being miu love, 
Twas led to ſpeak on the care a 


of the Lord over his people, and to make 
mention of that paſſage, where a band of Aſſy- 

rians endeavouring to take captive the prophet, + 
were diſappointed; and how the pſalmiſt faid, - 
The angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear him. And thus, in 


. 


frequently turned to the Lord with inward 


protection 


4 N 8 . 
K true 


” 
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true love and tenderneſs, I parted from friend 

expecting, the next morning, to proceed on 
my journey, and, being weary, went early to 
bed: and, after I had been aſleep a ſhort time, 
I was awaked by a man calling at my door; 
and, ariſing, was invited to meet ſome friends at 
a public-houſe in our town, who came from 
Philadelphia fo late, that friends were general- 
ly gone to bed: theſe friends informed me, 
47 an expreſs arrived the laſt morning from 
Pittſburgh, and brought news that the Indians 
had taken a fort from the Engliſh weſtward, 
and flain and ſcalped Engliſh people in divers 
places, ſome near the ſaid Pittſburgh; and 
that ſome elderly friends in Philadelphia, know- 
ing the time of my expecting to ſet off, had 
conferred together, and thought good to in- 
form me of theſe things, before I left home, 
that I might conſider them, and proceed as [ 
believed beſt; fo I, going again to bed, told 
not my wife till morning. My heart was 
turned to the Lord for his heavenly inſtruction; 
and it was an humbling time to me. When 
F told my dear wife, ſhe appeared to be deeply 
congerned about it; but, in a few hours time, 
my mind became ſettled in a belief, that it was 
my duty to proceed on my journey ; and ſhe 
bore it with a good degree of reſignation. In 


this conflict of ſpirit, there were great ſearch- 


ings. of heart, and ſtrong cries to the Lord, 
that no motion might be, in the leaſt degree, 
attended to, but that of the pure ſpirit of truth. 
Ihe ſubjects before- mentioned, on which 
I had fo lately ſpoken in public, were now 


ww 43 f 4 very 
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yery freſh before me; and I was brought in- 
wardly to commit myſelf to the Lord; to be 
diſpoſed of as he ſaw beſt. Sol took leave of 
my family and neighbours, in much bowed- 
neſs of ſpirit, and went to our monthly-meet- 
ing at Burlington ; and, after taking leave of 
friends there, I croſſed the river, accompanied 
by my friends, Iſrael and John Pemberton; and, 
parting the next morning with Iſrael, John 
bore me company to Samuel Foulk's, where I 
met the before-mentioned Indians, and we 
were glad to ſee each other: here my friend, 
Benjamin Parvin, met me, and propoſed join- 
ing as a companion, we having paſſed ſome 
letters before on the ſubje& ; and now, on his 
account, I had a ſharp trial ; for, as the jour- 
ney appeared perilous, I thought, if he went 
chiefly to bear me company, and we ſhould be 
taken captive, ' my having been the means of 
drawing him into theſe difficulties would add 
to my own afflictions : ſo I told him my mind 
freely, and let him know that I was reſigned 
to go alone; but, after all, if he really believed 
it to be his duty to go on, I believed his com- 
pany. would be very comfortable to me: it 
was, indeed, a time of deep exerciſe, and Ben- 
jamin appeared to be ſo Eſtened to the viſit, 
that he could not be eaſy to leave me; ſo we 
went on, accompanied by our friends, John 
Pemberton, and William Lightfootof Pikeland, 
and lodged at Bethlehem ; and there, parting 
with John, William and we went forward on 
the ninth day of the fixth month,” and 
lodging on the floor of a houſe, about five 
Is K 2 miles 
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miles from Fort-Allen : here we parted with 
William; and at this place we met with an 
Indian trader, lately come from Wioming; and, 
in converſation with him, I perceived that ma- 
ny white pcople do often ſell rum to the In- 
dians, which, I believe, is a great evil; firſt, 
they being thereby deprived of the uſe of their 
reaſon, and their ſpirits violently agitated, quar- 
rels often ariſe which end in miſchief; and the 
bitterneſs and reſentments, occaſioned hereby, 
are frequently of long continuance: again, 
their ſkins and furs, gotten through much fa- 
tigue and hard travels in hunting, with which 
they intended to buy clothing, when they be- 
come intoxicated, they often ſell at a low rate 
for more rum; and afterward, when they 
ſuffer for want of the neceſſaries of life, are 
angry with thoſe who, for the ſake of gain, 
took the advantage of their weakneſs : of this 
their chiefs have often complained; at their 
treaties with the Englith. Where cunning - 
people paſs counterſeits, and impoſe that on o- 
thers which is good for nothing, it is conſi- 
dered as a wickedneſs ; but, to ſell that to peo- 
ple which we know does them harm, and 
which often works their ruin, for the ſake of 
gain, manifeſts a kardened and corrupt heart, 
and is an evil, which demands the care of all 
true lovers of virtue to ſuppreſs :- and while 
my mind, this evening, was thus employed, l 
_ alſo remembered, that the people on the fron- 
tiers, among whom this evil is too common, 
are often poor; who venture to the outſide of 
4 colony, that they may live more Ie 
293210 8 # ent 
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dent on ſuch as are wealthy, who often ſet 
high rents on their land: being renewedly 
confirmed in a belief, that, if all our inhabi- 

tants lived according to ſound wiſdom, labour 
ing to promote univerſal love and righteouſ- 
neſs, and ceaſed from every inordinate deſir: 
after wealth, and from all cuſtoms Which are 
tinctured with luxury, the way would be ea- 
ſy for our inhabitants, though much more nu- 
merous than at preſent, to live comfortably on 
honeſt employments, without having that 
temptation, they are often under, of being drawn 
into ſchetnes to make ſettlements on lands 
which have not been purchaſed of the Indi- 
ans, or of applying to that wicked practice of 
ſelling rum to them. 042. 4.3 lf 101 5 27 
On the: tenth day of the month wenſet out 3 
early in the morning, and croſſed the we: 

tern branch of Delaware, called the Great a 

Lehie, near! Fort- Allen; the water being 

high, we: went over in a canoe: here we! 

met an Indian, and had ſome friendly conver- 

ation with him, and gave him ſome biſcuit 3 

and he hab ing killed a deer, gave the Indians 

with us ſome of it: then, after travelling 

ſome miles, we met ſeveral Indian men and 
women with a cow and a horſe, and ſome houſe- 
hold goods, who were lately come from their 
dwelling at Wioming, and going to ſettle: at 

another place; we made them ſome ſmall pre- 
ſents, and, ſome of them underſtanding Eng- 
liſh; .I told them my motive in, coming into 
their country, with which they appeared ſatis- 

hed: and, one of our guides talking a while: 
ee, ee, 


* 
* 


- *1 
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with an ancient woman concerning us, the, 
poor old woman came to my companion and 
me, and took her leave of us with an ao 
_ ance of ſincere affection. So, going on, we 
_ pitched our tent near the banks of the 4 "og 
river, having laboured hard in crofling ſame of 
thoſe mountains called the Blue-Ridge J and, 
by the roughneſs of. the ſtones, and the cavi- 
ties between them, and the ſteepneſs of the 
hills, it appeared dangerous; but wWe were 
eſerved in ſafety, through the kindneſs of 
Be whoſeworks i in hal. mountainous deſarts 
appeared awful: toward whom my heart was 
turned during this day's travel 
Near our tent, on the ſides of large trees 
peeled for that purpoſe, were various repre- 
ſentations of men going to, and returning 
from the wars, and of ſome killed in battle; 
this being a path heretofore uſed by wartiors: 
and, as I walked about viewing thoſe Indian 
hiſtories, which were — in red, but 
ſome in black, and thinking on the innumera- 
ble afflictions which the proud, fierce fpinit 
produccth in the world; thinking on the toils 
and fatigues of warriors, travelling over moun - 
tains and deſarts; thinking on their miſeries 
and diſtreſſes when wounded far fram home by 
their enemies; and of their bruiſes and great 
wearineſs in chaſing one another over the 
rocks and mountains; and of their reſtleſs, 
, ſtate of mind, who live in this ſpirit} 
and of the hatred: which mutually grows up in 
the minds of the children of thoſe nations en- 
gaged i in war with each other: during theſe 


meditations, 


or 011K woot . = 
meditations, the deſire tö cheriſh tlie 100 
15 love and peace amongſt theſe people aroſe 

freſh in me. This was the firſt, ni ght 

2 we lodged in the woods; and, being Wet. 
with travelling in the tain, the ; groun our, 
tent, and the buſhes, which we Püree oc a7 
under our blankets, being alſo wet, all locked 
diſcouraging ; but I believed, that it was the 
Lord who id thus far brought me forward, 
and that he would difpoſe of me as he ſaw, 1 

good and tflerein I felt eaſy : ſo we Kindled a 
e with our tent open to it; and, with ſome. 
buſhes next the ground, and then our blankets, 
we made our bed, and, lying down, got ſome; 
; and, in the morning, feeling a little un- 
well, 1 went into the river ; the water was 


m_ he eleventh day of the fixth month, the 
buſhes being wet, we tarried in our tent till 
about eight o clock; when, going on, we eroſſed 
a high 'mountain, ſuppoſed to be upwards a 
four miles over; the fteepneſs on che north- 
fide exceeding all the others. We alſo croſſed. 
two ſwainps, and, it raining near night, we, 
pitched our tent and lodged. _ WTR 

About noon, on our way, we were over 
taken by one of the Moravian brethren, go- 

ing to Wehalooſing, and an Indian man 
with him, who cou a talk Englith ; ; and we, 
being together while our horſes ate graſs, had 
ſome friendly converſation; 3 but they, tra- 
velling faſter than we, ſoon left us. This 
Moravian, I underſtood, had ſpent ſome 
time this ſpring at Wehaloofing, and was, 

| K 13 by 
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by ſome. of the Inflians, invited to; come. 


She twelfth day of the fixth month, and 
firſt of the week, it being a rainy day, we, 
continued in our tent ; and here I was led ta 
think on the nature of the exerciſe Which 
hath attended me: love was the firſt motion, 
and thence a concern aroſe to ſpend ſome time 
with the Indians, that I . feel and un- 
derſtand their life, and the ſpirit they live 
in, if haply I might receive ſome inſtruction 
from them, or they be in any degree helped 
forward by my following the ſeadings of 
truth amongſt them; and, as it. pleaſed the 
Lord to make way for my going at a time 
when the troubles of war were increaſing, 
and when, by reaſon of much wet weather, 
trayelling- was more difficult than uſual at 
that ſeaſon, I looked upon it as a more fa- 
vourable opportunity to ſeaſon my mind, and 
bring me into a nearer ſympathy, with them: 
and, as mine eye was. to the great Father of 
mercies, humbly deſiring to learn what his 
will was concerning me, I was made quiet and 
content. e mw | * 2 ; { + FEE 

Our guide's horſe, though hoppled, went 
| away in the night; after finding our own, 

and ſearching ſome time for him, Nis footſteps 
were diſcovered in the path going back again, 
whereupon my kind companion went off in 
the rain, and, about ſeven hours after, re- 
turned with him; and here we lodged again; 
tying up our horſes; before we went to bed, 
and looſing them to feed about break of 4 i 


- £ 
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On the; thirteenth day of the fixthi month. 


1 


the ſun appearing, we ſet forward; and, as 1 


rode over the barren hills, my teien 
were on the alterations of the e ran 
of the natives of this land ſince the coming 


in of the Engliſh, The lands near the ſear ; : 


are conveniently. ſituated for fiſhing; the: 
lands near the rivers, where the tides:flom, 
and ſome above, are in many places fertile, 
and not mountainous; while the running of 
the tides makes paſſing up and dyn Faß. 


with any kind of traffic, Thoſe ngtives 8 


have, in ſome places, for trifling conſidera- 
tions, ſold. their inheritance ſo favourabhly 
ſituated; and, in other places, been driven 
back by ſuperior force: ſo that im many 
places, as their way of clothing themſelves: 
is now altered from what! it was, and they, 
far remote from us, have to paſs ovYer moun- 
tains, ſwamps, and barren deſarts, travelling 
is very troubleſome, in bringin g their ſKins and 
furs to trade with u. on 
By the extending of Engliſh ſetelements;! 


and partly by Engliſh hunters, the wild heaſts, 


they chiefly depend on for a ſubſiſtance, are 
not ſo plenty as they were; and people too 
often, Be the ſake of gain, open a door for 
them to waſte their ſkins and furs, in purcha- 


ſing a liquor which tends to the ruin nn i 


and their families. 16 430 oF notinha! 


. My own will and, defiees.; were: now: very | 


much broken, and my heart, with much 
earneſtneſs, turned to the Lord, to whom! 
on I looked for help in the dangers before 

me. 


_. wall the 
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me. I had a proſpect of the Engliſh alon 
the coaſt, for upwards of nine — Þ 
miles, where 1 had travelled; ; and the fa 
vourable ſituation of the Engliſh, and the” 
difficultics” attending the natives in many”. 
places, and the 'negrodes, were open before 
me: and a weighty and heavenly care Carne 
over my mind, and love filled my heart to- 
ward all mankind, in which I felt a ſtrong 
t, that we might be obedient to 
the Lord, while, in tender mercies; he is yet 
to us; and fo attend to pure univer- 
ſal righteouſneſs, as to give no juſt cauſe of 
ofſence to the Gentiles, who do not profeſs 
whether the blacks from Africa, 
or the native inhabitants of this continent: 
and here IT was led into a clofe Eberiouß | 
whether I, as an individual, kept 
clear from all things which tended to ſtir up, 
or were connected with wars, either in this 
land or Africa; and my heart was deeply 
concerned, that, in future, J might in all 
things keep ſteadily to the I ove truth, and 
— walk in the plainneſs and ſimplicity 
of a fincere follower Cher: And, in this 
lonely journey, I aye this day, greatly be- 
a wrong ſpirit, be- 
lieving, that the pro s, convenient, fi- 
tuation of the Engli „ requires à conſtant 
attention to divine love and wiſdom to guide 
and ſupport us in a way anſwerable to the 
will of that good, gracious, and almighty 
Being, who hath an equal regard to all man- 
— and, here; luxury and „ 
Wit 
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with the numerous oppreſſions, and other. 


evils attending them, appeared very afflic- 
ting to me; and I felt in that 9 


and deſolation are ſown and growing faſt n 


this continent: nor have I words ſuſßcient to 


ſet forth that longing 1 then felt, thet-wes 
ced along the coaſt, and have taſt· 


who are pla 


ed the love and goodneſs of God, might atiſe | 


gers, labour to check the growth, ef theſe 
{ceds, that they may not ri pen to the ruin f 

our; poſte rita... A Siduamranitbs bar 
_ . We reached the Indian ſettl 


another Indian, runner eame there about the; 
middle of the night before we got there, 


ement at Wio- 
ming: and here we were told, that n In- 
dian runner had been at that place a da or 
two before us, and brought news of the In- 
dians taking an Engliſh; fort weſtward, and 
deſtroying the people, and that they were: 
endeavouring to take another and allo, that 


ho came from a town about ten miles 


above Wehalooſing, and brought news, that 


ſome Indian warriors, from diſtant parts, 


came to that town with two Engliſh ſealps 
and told the people, that it was! war wn 
ta Englih. ! bebe asg 
Our guides took us to the houſt of a very 
ancient man; and, ſoon after we hack put ia 
our baggage, there came à man from ang 
ther Indian. houſe: ſome; diſtance; off; and I. 
_ perceiving; there was a; man near the door, 


went out; and, having a, \tomebanyk 


wrapped 


9 
LY 


n Taz LEE Aub TRAVELS 
bed under his matcheoat out of light, 


as I approached him, he took it in his hand; 
J, however, went forward, and; ſpeaking 105 


bim in a friendly way, perceived he under- 
ſtood ſome Engliſh : my companion then 
coming out, we had ſome talk with him 
concerning the nature of our viſit in theſe 
parts; and then he going into the houſe 
with us, and talking with our guides, ſoon” 
friendly, and ſat down and ſmo- 
ked his pipe. Though his taking his hatchet. 
in his hand, at the inſtant I drew near to him, 
had adiſagreeable appearance, I believe he had 


no other intent than to be in readineſs i in caſe 


any violence was offered” to him. 
Hearing the news brought by theſe In- 
diah runners, and being told by the Indians 
where we lodged, that What Indians were 
about Wie expected, ina few days, to 
moe to ſome arger towns, I thought that, 
to all outward a nee, it was dangerous 
travelling at this time; and was, after a 
hard days journey; brought into A painful 
exerciſe at night, in Which I had to trace 
back, and view over, the ſteps J had taken: 
from my firſt moving im the viſit; and though 
I had — dewail ſome weakneſs: which, at 
times, had attended me, yet I could not 


find that I had ever given way to à wil- 


ful diſobedience: and then, as I believed I. 
had under a ſenſe of duty, come thus far, 
Las now earneſt in ſpirit, beſeeching the 


. Lord to ſhew me what I ought to do. In 


2 hom diſtreſs I e jealous of a 
e 


leſt the deſire of reputation, a8 a man 
fir mly | ſettled to perſevere 1 through * 0 

gers, or the fear of diſgrace ariſing on 
my returning without performing the vi- 


. A , Ss 
* . : — 
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fit, might have ſome place in me: thue 1 op 


lay, full of thoughts, great part of the night, 
while my beloved companion lay and kept 
by me; till the Lord, my gracious Father, 
who ſaw the conflicts of my ſoul, Was 
plöGwueaſed to give quietneſs: then I Was | 
ſtrengthened to commit my life, and all 
things relating thereto, into his heavenl7 
hands; and, getting a little fleep toward dap, 
when morning came we aroſe. ee. 
On the fourteenth day of the fixth month, 
we ſought out and viſited all the Indians 
hercabout that we could meet with; they 
being chiefly in one place, about a mile from 
where we lodged, in all perhaps twenty. 
Here I expreſſed the care IL had on my mini 
for their good; and told them, that true 
love had made me willing thus to leave my 
family to come and ſee the Indians, and 
ſpeak with them in their houſes. Some 
of them appeared kind and friendly. So we 
took our leave of theſe Indians: and went 
up the river Suſquehannah, about three 
miles, to the houſe of an Indian, called J 
cab January, who had killed his hog z/ and 
the women were making ſtore of bread, and 
preparing to move up the river. Here our 
Pilots left theit canoe when they came den 
in the ſpring,-which,: lying dry, was leaky; 
10 that we, being detained ſome: hours, had 
11584 - a A good 
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e deal of friendly converſation with 
, the family ; and, eating dinner with them, 
we made them ſome ſmall preſents. Then, 
putting our baggage in the canoe, ſome a 
them puſhed ſlowly up the ſtream, and the 
reſt of us rode our horſes; and iwimming 
them over a creek, called Lahawahamunk, 
we pitched our tent a little above it, th:re being 
a ſhower in the evening: and, in a ſenſe of 
God's goodneſs in helping me in my diſtreſs, 
| OY me under trials, and inclining 
heart to truſt in him, I lay down in an 

—.— bowed frame of mind, and had a com- 
fortable night's lodging. | 
On the fifteenth day of the Gxth math, 
wo proceeded — till the afternoon; 
when, a ſtorm appearing, we met our canoe 
-at an appointed place ; and, the rain conti- 
nuing, we ſtayed all night, which was ſo 
heavy, that it beat through our tent, and wet 
us and our baggage. a 
On the fixteenth day, we found, on our 
way, abundance of trees blown down with 
the ſtorm the day before; and had occaſion re- 
verently to conſider the kind dealings of the 
Lord, who provided a fafe place for us in a 
valley, while this ſtorm continued. By the 
falling of abundance of trees acroſs our 3 


wee were much hindered; and in ſome ſwamps 


-our was ſo ſtopped, that we gos throd h 
we extreme difficulty. 

had this day often to confides myſelf as a 
—— in this world; and a belief in the all- 
ſufficietioy of God to . his people in 
oog their 


— 
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their pilgrimage felt comfortable to me and I 1 
was induſtriouſly employed to get to a ſtate of 
perfect r eſignation. 3 35 4 $64: 440d; 2322.0 
_, We, ſeldom ſaw. our canoe: but at appoint- 
ed places, by reaſon of the path going off 
from the river: and, this afternoon, Job Chi- 
laway, an Indian from Wehalooſing, who 
talks good Engliſh, and is acquainted with 
ſeveral people in and about Philadelphia, met 
our people on the river; and, underſtanding 
where we expected to lodge, puſhed back 
about ſix miles, and came to us after night; 
and in a while our own canoe came, it be- 
ing hard work puſhing up ſtream. Job told 
us, that an Indian came in haſte to their 
town yeſterday, and told them, that three 
warriors, coming from ſome diſtance, lodg- 
ed in a town above Wehalooling a few nights 
paſt; and that theſe three men were going 
againſt the Engliſh at Juniata. Job was 
going down the river to the province-ſtore 
at Shamokin, Though I was ſo far favour- 
ed with health as to continue travelling, yet, 
through the various difficulties in our jour- 
ney, and the different way of living from 
what I had been uſed to, I grew fick; and 
the news of theſe warriors being on their 
march ſo near us, and not knowing Wwhe⸗ 
ther we might not fall in with them, was a 
freſh trial of my faith ; and though, through 
the ſtrength of divine love, I had ſeveral times 
been enabled to commit myſelf to the divine 
diſpoſal, Iſtill found the want of my ſtrength 
to be renewed, that I might perſevere therein 
| 0 
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and my eries for help were put up to the Lord, 
who, in great mercy, gave me a reſigned . 
heart, in which I found quietneſs. * 
On the ſeventeenth day, PTE from Job 
Chilaway, we. went on, and reached Weha. 
looſing about the middle of the afternoon ; 
and bs firſt Indian that we ſaw was a wo. 
man of a modeſt countenance, with a bible; 
who firſt ſpake to our guide; and then, with 
ai harmonious voice, expreſſed her gladneſs 
at ſeeing us, having before heard of our 
coming: then, by the direction of our guide, 
we fat down on a log; and he went to the 
town, to tell the people we were come. My 
companion and I fitting thus together, in a 
deep inward' ſtillneſs, the poor woman came 
and ſat near us; and, great awfulneſs coming 
over us, we rejoiced in a ſenſe of God's love 
manifeſted to our poor ſouls. After a while, 
we heard a conkſhell blow ſeveral times; and 
then came John Curtis, and another Indian 
man, who kindly invited us into a houſe near 
tze town, where we found, I ſuppoſe, about 
ſixty people fitting in ſilence ; and, after fitting 
2 vert time, I ſtood up, and in ſome tender- 
neſs of ſpirit acquainted them with the nature 
of my viſit, and that a concern for their good 
had made me willing to come thus far to ſee 
them; all in a few ſhort ſentences, which 
ſome of them underſtanding interpreted to the - 
others, and there appeared gladneſs amongſt 
them. Then I ſhewed them my. certificate, 
nn Was n to them; and the Mo- 
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tarian, who overtook us on the way, being 
now here, bade me welcome. 

On the eighteenth day: we reſted ourſelves 
this forenoon; and the Indians, knowing that 
the Moravian and I were of different reli- 

ious ſocieties, and as ſome of their people 

ad encouraged him to come and "ſtay A 
while with them, were, I believe, concerned « 
that no jarring or diſcord might be in their 
meetings: and they, I ſuppoſe, having con- 
ferred together, acquainted me, that the 
people, at my requeſt, would, at any time, 
come together, and hold meetings; ànd al- 
ſo told me, that they expected the Moravian 
would ſpeak in their ſettled meetings, which 
are coinmonly held morning and near eyen- 
ing. So I found liberty in my heart to ſpeak 
to the Moravian, and told him of the care 
I felt on my mind for the good of theſe peo- 
or and that I believed no ill effects would 
follow it, if I ſometimes ſpake in their meet. 


ings hen love engaged me thereto, with: 


but calling them together at times when they 
did not meet of courſe: whereupon he ex- 
preſſed His good-will toward my ſpeaking, 
at my tine, all that 1 found in my heart 
t ſayl: ſo, near evening, I was at their meets 
ing, where the pure goſpel- love was felt, to 
the tendering ſome of our hearts; and the 
meiprevry. endeavouring to acquaint the 
people with what 1 ſaid in ſhort ſentences, 
found ſome difficulty, as none of them were 
quite perfect in the Engliſh and Delaware 
tongues, ſo they helped one another, and we 


S : 


8 = vine — * 0 and 
afterwards, feeling m 10 mind covered wi 
the ſpirit of prayer, W the interpreters 
that found. it in my heart to HY to God 
and Wir if I prayed aright, he w ould 
hear me, and expreſſed my 3 for 
them to omit interpreting; ſo an mee 
ended hag a degree of divine ! oye 1 | 
before the people went out, I obſerved Pa- 
punchang, (the man who had been zealous 
in labouring for a reformation. in that town, | 
being then very tender) ſpoke. ta one of the 
interpreters: and I was afterwards, told that 

. he ſald in ſubſtance as follows; 5 1 loye to 
feel where words come from. 

On the nineteenth day, and fall 1 the 
week : this mornin Ky in the meeting, the In- 
dian, Who 0 with the Moravian, Ring al, 

ſo..a member of that ſociety, prayed; and 
then the Moravian ſpake a ſhort 8 to the 
peaple.: and, in the g e an 
together, and my. hear being et with with 2 
heavenly. care for their 28th I ſpake to them 
awhile by interpreters.; but none of them 
being perfect in the work, and J. feeling the 
Current of love run ſtrong, told the inter- 
, pecters, that I believed ſome, of the L 
VWoulq underſtand; me, and fo. 1 proceeded; 
min which. exerciſe, I believe the Holy Obo 
ae 99," ſome hearts e where 
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all the words were Hays Fes I. looks 
ed page as. a . — fayour, . my 
was tendered. 51 truly thankful before 


th Lords, and, after 1 lat demn, one of the 


1. interpreters 


So 
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-preters ſeemed ſp irited to give the Indians 
on ubſtance of what I had give 
Before our firſt meeting, this meg 1 
was led to meditate on the manifold _ 
culties of theſe Indians, who, by the: 
miſſion of the fix nations, dwell in t Z 
BW parts; and a near ſympathy: with them was 
raiſed in me; and, my heart being enlarged in 
the love of Chriſt, I thought that the affecti- 
onate care of a good man Do his'only brother 
in affliction does not exceed what 1 * felt 
for that people. 
I came! fo this place dase much trou- 8 
bie ; and though, through the mercies of 
God, I believed, that if I died in the jour- 
ney, it would be well with me; yet the 
thoughts of falling into the hands of Indian 
warriors were, in times of weakneſs, afflic- 
mew me; and, ag 4 a tender conftitu- 
of body, ughts of captivity 
amongſt them were, at times, grievous; as 
ſuppoting,” that they being ſtrong and hardy, 
might demand ſervice of me beyond what I 
could well bear; but the Lord alone was my 
keeper ; and I believed, if I went into capti- 
vity, it would be for ſome good end; and 
thus, from time to time, my mind was cen- 
tered in refignation, in which I always found 
** uietnefs. - And now, this day, though I had 
e ſame dangetous wilderneſs 5 5 7 me 
and home, I was inwardly. joyful that the 
Lord had ſtrengthened me to come on this 
rift, and manifeſted a fatherly care over me- 
in OP" poor lowly FO: TY in mine 
L 2 own 
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own eyes I appeared e 170 way . 
mongſt the Indians. 

When the ee meeting: "ou 

ended; it being night, Papunchang went to 

bed; and, one of the intetpreters ſitting by 

me, I obſerved Papunehang ſpoke 8 

harmonious voice, I ſuppoſe a minute or 

two; and, aſking the interpreter, T was told, 
that he was expreſſing his thankfulneſs to 

God for the favours he had received that 

day; and prayed that he would continue to 

favour him with that ſame, which he had 


experienced in that meeting. And rh. 


Papunchang had before agreed to receive 


Moravian, and join with them, he * 5. 
peared kind and loving to us. 
On the twentieth day, I was at two meet 
ings, and ſilent in them 
The twenty-firſt day. This morning, in 
meeting, my heart was enlarged in pure love 


among them, and, in ſhort plain ſentences, 


IJ expreſſed ſeveral things that reſted upon me, 
which one of the interpreters gave the peo- 
ple pretty readily; after which, the meeting 
ended in ſupplication, and I had cauſe hum- 
bly. to acknowledge the loving-kindneſs of 
the Lord toward us; and then 1 believed 
that a door remained open for the faithful 
diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt to labour. —_— 
theſe people. 

I now feelin my mips at liberty to te- 
„ kutn, took my * of them in general, at 
"ty er . r, of what I ſaid in meeting 
66 ſo. we prepared to go homeward : but 

— | ſome 
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ſome of their - moſt active men told us, that, 
when we were ready to move, the people 
would chooſe to come and ſhake hands with 
us; which thoſe who uſually come to meet- 
ing did: and, from a ſecret draught in my 
mind, I went amongſt ſome who. did not 
uſe to go to meeting, and took my leave of 
them alſo: and the Moravian and his Indian 
interpreter appeared reſpectful to us at part- 
ing. This town ſtands on the bank of Suſ- 
W and conſiſts, I believe, of about 


orty houſes; moſtly compact together; ſome; 


about thirty fegt long, and eighteen wide, 
ſome bigger, ſome leſs; moſtly built of ſplit 
plank, one end ſet in the ground, and the. 
other pinned to a plate, on which lay raf- 
ters, and covered with bark, I underſtand 
a great flood laſt winter overflowed the chief 
part of the ground where the town ſtands; _ 
and ſome were now about mov ing their houſes: 
ta Higher, greount. nam og... 
We expected only two Indians to be our 
company; but, when we were ready to go, 
we found many of them were going to Beth- 
lehem with ſkins, and furs, Who choſe to 
go in company with us: ſo they loaded two 
canoes, which they defired us to go in, tel- 
ling us, that the waters were ſo raiſed, witng 
the rains, that the horſes ſhould be taken by 
ſuch as were better acquainted with the 
fording places: ſo we, with ſeveral Indians, 
went in the canoes, , and others went on 
horſes, there being ſeven beſides ours. And 


we meeting with the horſemen once on the. 


"123, - ©; 
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Way by appointment, and that near night, 


2 little below a branch called Tankhannah, 


we lodged there; and ſome of the young 
men, going out a little before duſłk with their 
guns, brought in a der. 
On the twenty- ſecond day, through dili- 
gence, we reached Wioming before night, 
and underſtood the Indians were moſtly gone 
from this place: here we went up a ſmall 
creek into the woods with our canoes, and, 
pitching our tent, carried out our baggage; 
and before dark our horſes came to us. | 
On the twenty-third day in the morning 
their horſes were loaded, and we 8 
our baggage, and fo ſet forward, being in all 
fourteen ;/ and, with diligent travelling, were 
favoured to get near half way to Fort-Allen. 
The land on this road from Wioming to our 
frontier being moſtly poor, and good graſs 
ſcarce, they choſe a piece of low ground to 
lodge on, as the beſt for grazing ;- and I, 
having ſweated much in travelling, and be- 
ing weary, flept ſound; I perceived in the 
night that I had taken cold, of which I was 
favoured to get better ſoon. | 
On the twenty- fourth day we paſſed Fort- 
Allen, and lodged near it in the woods. 
HFaving forded the weſterly branch of De- 
laware three times, we thereby had a ſhorter 
way, and miſſed going over the top of the 
Blue Mountains, called the ſecond ridge. In 
the ſecond time fording, where the river cuts 
through the mountain, the waters being rapid 
and pretty deep, and my companion's 9 — 
* | > being 


\ 
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being a tall, tractable, animal, he ſundry 
times drove her back through the river, an 
they loaded her with the burthens of ſome 
{mall horſes, Which they thought not ſuffici · 
ent to come through with their Ioads. 


The troubles weſtward, and the difficulty 
for Indians to paſs through our frontier, 1aps 
prehend, Was one reaſon why ſo many came · 
as expecting that our being in company . 
would prevent the outſide inhabitants from 
being ſurpriſet. 131 oe 
On the twenty-fifth day we reached Beth- 
lehem, taking care on the way to keep fore- 
moſt, and to acquaint people on and near 
the road who theſe Indians were; this we 
found very needful ; for the frontier inhabi- 
tants were often alarmed at the report of Eng- 
liſh being killed by Indians weſtwarl. 
; Amongſt our company were ſome whom I | 
did not remember to have ſeen at meeting, 
and ſome of theſe, at firſt, were very teſervedy 
but, we being ſeveral days together, and be- 
having friendly toward them, and making 
them ſuitable returns for the ſervices they did 
us, they became more free and ſocial. 
On the twenty-ſixth day and firſt of the 
week, having carefully endeavoured to ſettle 
all affairs with the Indians relative to our 
journey, we took leave of them, and I 
thought they generally parted with us af- 
fectionately; ſo we, getting to Richland, had + 
a very comfortable meeting amongſt our 
friends : here I parted with my kind friend 
and companion, Benjamin Parvin ; and, ac- 


L 4 companied . 
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companied by my friend, Samuel Foulk, we 
rode to John Cadwallader's, from whence ] 
reached home the next day, where I found 
my family middling well; and they, and my 

friends, all along appeared glad to ſee me re- 
turn from a E which they apprehended 
dangerous: but my mind, while I was out, 


had been fo employed. in ſtriving for a per- 


fe& reſignation, and J had fo often been con- 
firmed in a_ belief, that, whatever the Lord 
might be pleaſed to allot for me, would 
work for good, I was careful leſt I ſhould 
admit any degree of ſelfiſhneſs in being glad 
pers and laboured to improve by thoſe 
trials in ſuch a manner as my gracious Fa- 
ther and Protector intends for me. Between 
the Engliſh inhabitants and Wehalooſing 
we had only a narrow path, which in many 
places is much grown up with buſhes, and 
interrupted by abundance ' of trees lying 
acroſs it; theſe, together with the moun- 
. tains, ſwamps, and rough ſtones, make it a 
difficult road to travel; and the more ſo, for 
that rattle-ſnakes abound there, of which we 
killed four : people, who have never been 
in ſuch places, have but an imperfect idea 
of them; but I was not only taught pa- 
tience, but alſo made thankful to God, who 
thus led me about and inſtructed me, that 1 
might have a quick and lively rages? of 
the afflictions of my fellow- creatures, whoſe 
fituation in life is diff cult. 8 
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Hi religious converſation wits a cumpany mer. 
to ſee the tricks of. a juggler-— Hit actount 


of Jobn Smith's advice, am! of the pros 
cee inge of a committee, at the yearly-meet= 


| ing in 1764 —Contemplations on the nature 1 90 


of true wiſdom, occaſioned by bearing F the 


cruelty of the. Indians to tbrin cuptiven. 


His vifiting the families f friends at Mount- 


Holly, Mansfield, and Burlington, in 1764. 25 


and the meetings on the ſca- coqſt, from Cape- 
May, toward Squan, in 1765—His vifit to 
the lower counties * Delaware, and the 
eaſtern ſhore of Maryland, in 1766, in 
company with ahn Sheper ; with 'ſome ac- 
count of Foſeph Nichols and bit followers ; 
ond obſervations on the different ftate' of the 


firſt ſettlers in Pennſytoania, who depended. 
on their own labour, and thoſe of the e ho- 


thern provinces, who kept negroes—His vi- 
ting the northern parts of New-Terſey _ 
the ſame year, and the weſtern | parts. of 
Maryland and Pennſylvania in 1767, and 
ee other parts of | Pennſyloania, 


and the families of friends at Mount- Holly ; "0 


and again, ſeveral parts of Maryland in 
68 . arther confiderations on keeping 
= ; and his concern for having former 
| ty, as an executor, been party to 'the ſale 
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7 one ; and what be did in conſequence of 
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tit. — Thoughts on ons” exerciſing offices 
in civil government. | 


"HE latter part of the Rice, Ae 
there came a man to on : 
* had before publiſhed, by a printed ad- 
vertiſement, that, at à certain public-houſe, 
he would ſhew- many wonderful operations, 
which he therein enumerated. 

This man, at the time appointed, did, by 
ight of hand, ſundry things which, to 
thoſe gathered, appeared ſtran 
The next day, I, hearing o it, and wider: 
Landing that the ew was to be continued 
99 night, and the people to meet about 
fun- ſet, felt an exerciſe on that account: fo 


Il went to the public-houſe in the evening, 


and told the man of the houſe that I had an 
inclination to ſpend a part of the evening 
there; with which he fignified that he was 
content. Then, fitting down by the door, 1 
ſpake to the people, as they came together, 
- concerning this ſhew; and, more coming and 
_ fitting down with us, the ſeats of the door 
were moſtly filled; and I had converfation 
with them in the fear of the Lord, and la- 
boured to convince them that, thus aſſembling 
to ſee thoſe tricks or lights of hand, and 
beſtowing their money to ſupport men, Who, 
in that capacity, were of no uſe in the world, 
was contrary to che nature ve” the Chriſtian 

religi on. , "PIC # 24 
There was one of che company n for a 
— „ by arguments, to _ 
tne 


2 
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the teaſonableneſs of theit proc 
in; but; after conſidering ſome — 1 _ 
ture, and calmly debating the matter, IJ 
up the point. .1 $0; having ſpent about an 
| cw amongſt WN ae bu Feel er 
| eaſy, D 1 ie en 
At our yearly- 8 * at Philadelphia, on 
the twenty- fifth day of the ninth. month, 
1764; John Smith, of Marlborbugh, aged 
upwards of eighty years, a faithful rapiiiker, 5 
though not eloquent, ſtood up in our i 
of miniſters and elders, and, appearing to 
be under a great exerciſe of ſpirit, . 
friends in ſubſtance as follow: to wit, 
« That he had been a pa of the ſociety 
upward of ſixty years, and well cemembered, 
that in thoſe _ times friends were a plain 
lowly-minded people; and that there was 
much tenderneſs and contrition in their 
_— $.—That, at twenty years from that 
time, the ſociety, increaſing in wealth, and in 
ſome degree conforming to the faſhions of the 
world, true humility was leſs apparent, and 
their meetings, in general, not-ſo- lively and 


” — N 


edifying.— That, at the end of forty Years, | : : 


many of them were grown very rich; that 
wearing of fine coſtly ents, and afing of 
filver (and other) watches, became cuſton 
with them, their ſons, and their — 
and many of the ſociety made a ſpecious ap- 
in the world; which marks of out- 
ward wealth and greatneſs appeared on ſome 
in our meetings of miniſters and elders; and 


as. Ros things becatne more prevalent; _— 
a 
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the overſhadowings of the Holy 
Ghoſt were leis manifeſt in the ſociety 
That there had been a continued increaſe of 
theſe ways of life even until now; and that 
the — which hath now overſpread 
the ſociety, and the barrenneſs manifeſt 
| = i: gd are matter of much ſorrow.” | 
He mentioned the uncertainty of his 
attending theſe meetings in future, expec- 
ting his diſſolution was now; near; and, ha- 
ving tenderly expreſſed his concern for us, 
ſigniſied that he had ſeen in the true light 
that the Lord would bring back his people 


from theſe things into which they were thus 


degenerated; but that his faithful ſervants 
muſt firſt go through great and gg exer- 
ciſes therein. 

On the twenty ninth day, the committee, 
appointed by the yearly-meeting to viſit 
the quarterly and monthly meetings, now 
gave an account in writing of their proceed- 
ings in that ſervice; in which they ſigni- 
fed, that, in the courſe of it, they had been 
| zpprehenfive that ſome perſons holding of- 
fices in government, inconſiſtent -with our 
principles, and others, who kept ſlaves, re- 
maining active members in our meetings of 
diſcipline, had been one means of weakneſs 
more and more prevailing in the manage- 
ment thereof in ſome places. After this re- 
port was read, an exerciſe revived on my 
mind, which, at times, had attended me ſe- 
veral years, and inward cries to the Lord 
: n. in me, that the fear of man 

might 
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might not prevent me from doing what he 
required of me; and, ſtanding up, 1 f 


| in Tubſtarice is follows: “I have felt a ten- 


derneſs in my mind, towards perſons,” in twWo 
circumſtances tone in that report; 
that is, toward ſuch active members as 
keep flaves, and ſuch as hold öffices in 
civil government; and have deſited, that 
friends, in all their conduct, may be kind- 
ly affectioned one toward another. Many 
friends, Who keep flaves, are . ſome 
exerciſe on that account; and, at times, 
think about trying them with freedom; but 
find many things in their way; and the 
way of living, and annual expences of ſome 
of them, are ſuch, that it ſeems impractica- 
ble for them to ſet their flaves free, without 
changing their own way:of life. It has been 
my lot to be often abroad; and I have ob- 
ſerved in ſome places, at quarterly and year- 
ly meetings, and at ſome houſes where tra- 
velling friends and their horſes are often 
entertained,” that the yearly expence of i in- 
dividuals therein is very conſiderable: and 
friends, in ſome places, crouding el d 
perſons in theſe circumſtances for entertain- 
ment, hath often reſted as a burthen on my 
mind for ſome' years paſt; and I now ex- 
preſs it in the fear of the Lord, greatly de- 
firing that friends now 7 e m aal 
conſider it. 
In the fall of this: year, having hired 2 | 
man to work, I perteived, in converſation, 
that he had been a ſoldier in the late war = 


_ a/narrfivg» of his captivity 


1 * 
= da! 
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this chntinent; and, in the evening, giving 
amongſt the In- 
cans, He informed me that he ſaw two of his 
dello P in ab 20 
81 ner.... 

Phis relation affected 150 — Gadneſs, 
— J went: to bed; and, the next 
morning ſoon after I awoke, 4 freſh and 
 Jiving fenſe of divine love was: ſpread over 
my mind; in wich I had a tenewed' proſ- 
ofthe nature of that wiſdom: from 

above, which leads to a right uſe of all gifts, 

both ſpiritual atid temporal, and gives content 
| theres: bw * _— 1 Wrote as i 
— 5 Ha * E me a OLIV 
wb) with many erik unknown ing 'brute- 
creatures! given me a capacity ſuperior to 
theirs; and ſhewn me, that a moderate ap- 
plication: to buſineſs is proper to m ſent 
condition”; and that this, attended lch his 
blefting, - may ſupply all outward wants, 
while they remain within the bounds he hath 
fixed; and no imaginary wants, proceeding 
from an evil ſpirit, have any place in me: 
Attend then, O my foul ! to this pure wiſ- 
dom, as thy ſure conductor thro the ma- 
* dangers in this world 
-  Doth pride lead to vanity? Doth van» 
d rm imaginary wants? Do theſe wants 
prompt men to exert their power in "= 
ring that of others, which they themſ 
would rather — 8 — 


<A required of them? 1551 bad dd den 


74710 Do 


$:. 
* 
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; Do theſe Proceedings beget hard thoughts? 
- | Þo hard thoughts, When ripe, become mar 
lice? Does malice, hen ripe, become re- 
vengeful; and, in the end; inffict terrible 


pains on their e e and e 
deſolation i in the world? 1 
Doth mankind, walking in uprig chtnefs : 
delight in. &ach-.other's | r And. do 
theſe creatures, capable pg this a Pas 
by giving way to. an evil ſpirit,” employ their 
wit and ſtreogth $0 aer and N one 
| mother? A Y 
Remember then, 0 my foul! the quierude | 
of thoſe in wham Chriſt governs, and. in all 
thy proceedings feel after it! 
Doth he condeſcend to bleſs thee! wich 
his preſence? To move and influence.,to 
action? To dwell in thee, and walk in thee? 
Remember then thy ſtation, as a 20 "x 
cred to God; accept of the | ſtrength. . 
offered thee; and take heed. —_ no — 4 
neſs, in conforming to expenſive, uns 
and hard- hearted, cuſtoms, gendering to, to di 
cord and ſtrife, be giyen Way to. Noth: be 
claim my body as his temple, and gtsei- 
_ ouſly. grant that I — be ſacred to him ? 
Oh! chat I may prize this favour 3 and that 


my whole life may eee ee | 


character Nail ; th 5 
Remember, O my Hull. that the prince 

of. peace is thy Lord: that he communicates 
his unmixed 'wiſdom ta his family; chat 


. Aang in N ſimplicity, . 
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no juſt cauſe of offence to way creature, but | 
may walk as he walked 1” | 
Having felt an openneſs in my heart to- 
ward viſiting families in our own meeting, 
and eſpecially in the town of Mount-Holly, 
the place = my abode; I mentioned it in 
our monthly-meeting the fore, part of the 
winter, 1764 ; which being” apfecd to, and 
ſeveral lends of our meeting being united 
in the exerciſe, we proceeded therein ; ; and, 
through divine favour, were helped in the 
work, ſo that it appeared to me as a freſh 
reviving of godly care amongſt friends: and, 
the latter part of the ſame winter, I joined 
my friend, William Jones, in a viſit to Friends | 
families in Mansfield; in which labour T-had 
cauſe to admire — goodneſs of the Lord 
toned a4 + 86. « 

Having. felt my bind An wat A 
viſt to friends along the ſea-coaſt from Cape- 
May to near Squan ; and alſo to viſit ſome 

le in thoſe parts, amongſt whom there 
s no ſettled worſhip; I joined with my be- 
loved friend, Benjamin Jones, in a viſit there, 
having friends unity therein: and, ſetting off 
the twenty fourth day of the tenth month, 
1765, we had a proſperous and very ſatiſ- 
factory journey; feeling, at times, through the 
goodneſs of the heavenly Shepherd, the 4 
pel to flow freely toward a people 1c 
ws in thoſe places: and ſoon after our 5 


turn, I joined my friends, John Sleeper and 


Smith, in viſiting friends ailies 
1 at 
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at Burlington, bom * at hid Ro 5 


bon aſe families of our ſociety in that 
eity 

* heavenly Father, who bap tized us in- 
to a feeling of the ſtate of Js . and 


ſtrengthened us to labour in true e go A 
amongſt the 
An exerci having, at times; for ind 


years, attended me, in regard to paying a 
religious viſit to friends on the eaſtern ſhore 
of Maryland: ſuch was the nature of this 
exerciſe, that I believed the Lord moved me 
to travel on foot amongſt them, that, by ſo 
travelling, I might have a more lively feeling 
of the condition of the oppreſſed 2 _ 
an example of lowlineſs before the of 
their maſters, and be more out of the way of 
temptation to unprofitable converſe. 

The time now drawing near in which . 
believed it my duty to lay my concern be- 
fore our monthly- meeting, I perceived," in 
converſation with my beloved friend, John 
Sleeper, that he was Ander a concern to tra- 
vel the ſame way, and alſo to travel on foot - 
in the form of à ſervant amongſt them, as 
he expreſſed it. This he told me before he 
| knew aught of my exerciſe, * 

We, being thus drawn the ame way, laid 
our exerciſe - and the nature of it before 
friends; and, obtaining certificates, we ſet 
off the ſixth day of the fifth month, 1766 
and were at ang with friends at Wil- 
3 Duck-Creek, Little-Creek, and Mo- 

M therkill; 


we had cauſe humbly to adore - | & 


= 

— 
3p 
I N. 
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therkill; my heart being ſundry. times ten- 
-dered under the divine influence, and enlar- 
ged in love toward the | peaple ane whom 
we travelled. A 
From Motherkill, we cried the country 
; about thirty-five miles to friends at Tucka- 
hoe in Maryland, and had a en chere and 
at Marſhy-Creck. 

At theſe, our three laſt meetings, werd a 
conſiderable number of people, followers of 
one Joſeph Nichols, a preacher ; who, I un- 
derſtand, is not in outward fellowſhip with 
any religious ſociety of people, but — 525 
ſeth nearly the ſame principles as our ſociety 
doth, 7 often travels up and down ap- 
pointing meetings, to which many people *F 
come. I heard ſome friends ſpeaking of ſome 
of their neighbours, who had been irreligi- 
ous people, that were now his followers, and 
were become ſober well-behaved. men and 
Women, 

Some irregularities, I hear, Wie been 
amongſt the people at ſeveral of his meet- 
ings ; but, from the whole of what I have 
perceived, I believe the man and ſome of his 
followers are | honeſtly diſpoſed, but that 
{ſkilful fathers are wanting among them; 
from hence-we went to Choptank and Third 
Haven ; and thence to Queen Anne's. The 

weather having ſome days paſt been hot and 
dry, and we, to attend meetings purſuant to 
. ot having travelled pretty ſteadily, 

N r — l in meetings, I grew 
N 8 weakly, 
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- weakly, at which I was, for a time, diſcou- 
raged; but, looking over our journey, and 
Waking how the Lord had ſupported our 


minds and bodies, ſo that we got forward 


much faſter than I expected blots we came 
out, I now ſaw that I had been in danger of 
too ſtrongly deſiring to get ſoon throug ch the 
journey, and that this bodily e now - 


attending me, was 4 kindneſs to me; and 


then, in contrition of ſpirit, I became very 
thankful to my gracious F Father, for this ma- 
nifeſtation of his love; and, in humble ſub- - 
miſſion to his will, ”y truſt was renewed in 

On this part of out: journey, 1 had many 
thoughts on the different circumſtances of 
friends, who inhabit Pennſy lvania and Jer- 
ley, from thoſe who dwell in Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, and Carolina. Pennſylvania and New- 
Jerſey were ſettled by many friends, who 
wefe — of our principles in England 
in times of ſuffering, and, coming over, 
bought lands of the natives, and applied 
themſelves to huſbandry in a peaceable way; 
and many of their children were taught to la- 
bour for their living. 

Few friends, I believe, c came from "Wa | 
land to ſettle in any of theſe ſouthern pro- 
viaces; but, by the faithful labours of tra- 
velling friends in early times, there were con- 
fiderable convincements amongſt: the inhabi- 
tants of theſe parts. Here I remembered my 
_— of the n diſpoſition of 9 

N 2 * 


* 
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of the firſt ſettlers in thoſe provinces, and 
of their numerous engagements with the na- 
tives, in which much blood was ſhed, even 
in the infancy of thoſe colonies. Theſe peo- 
ple, inhabiting thoſe places, being grounded 
in cuſtoms contrary to the pure truth, when 
ſome of them were affected with the power- 
ful preaching of the word of la and 
| Joined in fellowſhip with our ſocisty, they 
had a great work to go through. It is ob- 
ſervable, in the Hiſtory of the Reformation 
from Popery, that it had a gradual progreſs 
from age to age: the uprightneſs of the 
firſt reformers, in attending to the light and 
underſtanding given them, opened the way 
for ſincere-hearted people to proceed farther 
afterward; and thus, each one truly fearing 
God, and labouring in thoſe works of righte- 
ouſneſs appointed for him in his day, 
findeth acceptance with him: though, through 
the darknels of the times, and the corru 
tion of manners and cuſtoms, ſome . | 
men may have had little more for their day's 
work than to attend to the righteous princi- 
ple in their minds, as it related to their own 
conduct in life, without pointing out to 
others the whole extent of that, which the 
ſame principle would lead ſucceeding ages 
into. Thus, for inſtance, amongſt an impe- 
rious warlike people, ſupported by oppreſſed 
ſlaves, ſome of theſe maſters, I ſuppoſe, are 
awakened” to feel and ſee their error; and, 
through ſincere repentance, ceaſe from . 
* . on, 
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fon; and become like fathers. to their ſer⸗ 55 


vants 3 ſhewing, by their example, a pat- * 


tern of humility in living, and moderation 


in governing, for the inſtruction and admo- 
nition of their oppreſſing neighbours ; thoſe, 
without carrying the -reformation farther, 
] believe, have found acceptance with the 
Lord. Such was the beginning; and thoſe 
who ſucceeded them, and have faithfully, at- 
tended to the nature and ſpirit of the re- 
formation, have ſeen the neceſſity of pro- 
ceeding forward, and not only to inſtruct 
others, by their example, in governing well, 
but alfo to uſe means to prevent their ſuc- 
ceſſors from having ſa much power to op- 
preſs others. 8114 wn Fn 6k 
Here I was renewedly confirmed in my 
mind, that the Lord (whoſe tender mercies 
| are over all his works, and whoſe ear is open 
to the .cries and groans of the oppreſſed) is 
graciouſly moving on the hearts of people, 
to draw them off from the deſire of wealth, 
and bring them into fuch an humble, lowly, 
way of living, that they may ſee their way 
clearly,” to repair to the ſtandard of true 
righteouſneſs; and not only break the yoke 
of oppreſſion, but know him to be their 
ſtrength and ſupport in a time of outward 
affliction. a nf e 
Me, paſling on, croſſed Cheſter-River; and 
had a meeting there, and at Cecil and Safla- 
fras. Through my bodily weakneſs, joined - 
vith a heavy exerciſe of mind, it was to me an 

B M 3 humbling 


* 
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_ "humbling diſpenſation, and I had a 
 Hvely feeling of the ſtate of the vrefled? ; 
yet] [often thought, that what I f 2 
little, compared with the ſufferings of — 
pleſſed Jeſus, and many of his faithful fol- 
lowers ; and may ſay, with thank fulneſs, | 
was made content. 
From Saſſafras we went pretty directly 
f Bente, where we found our families well; 
and, for ſeveral weeks after our return, I had 
often to look over our journey: and though to 
mine it appeared as a ſmall ſervice, and that 
ſome faithful meſſengers will yet have more 
bitter cups to drink in thoſe ſouthern provin- 
ces, for Chriſt's jake, than we had; yet I 
found peace in that I had been helped to walk 
in ſincerity, according to the Ig 
and ſtrength given me. | 
On the thirteenth day of the eleventh 
month, 1766, with the unity of friends at 
our monthly- meeting, in company with my 
beloved friend, Benjamin Jones, I ſet out on 
a viſit to friends in the upper part of this 
province, having had drawings of love in 
my heart that way a conſiderable time: we 
travelled as far as Hardwick ; and I had in- 
vow peace in my labours of love amongſt 
them. 
Through the hambling diſpenſations of di- 
Vine Providence, my mind hath been brought 
into a farther feeling of the difficulties: of 
friends and their ſervants ſouth-weſtward : 
ad, being often engaged in ſpirit on their 
a account, 


account, I believed it my duty to watk into 
ſome parts of the weſtern ſhore of Mary- 
land, on a religious viſit: and, having Tet 
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tained a certificate from friends of our montli- 


y- meeting, I took my leave of my. family 
under the heart-tendering operation of truth; 
and, on the twentieth day of the ourth 
month, 1767, I rode to the ferry oppoſite to 


Philadelphia, and from thence walked to 


William Horne's, at Derby, that evening ; and 
next day purſued my journey alone, and 
reached Concord week-day meeting. 
Diſcouragements and a weight of diſtreſs 
| had, at times, attended me in this loneſome 
walk; through which afflictions, I was mer- 


cifully preſerved : and now, fitting down with _ 


friends, my mind was turned toward the 
Lord, to wait for his holy leadings; who, 
in infinite love, was, pleaſed to ſoften my 
heart into humble contrition, and did re- 
nevwedly ſtrengthen me to go forward; ſo that 
to me it was a time of heavenly refreſhment inn 
a ſilent meeting. i 
The next day I came to New-Garden 
week - day meeting, in which I fat with bow- 
edneſs of ſpirit; and, being baptized into a 
feeling of the ſtate of ſome preſent, the Lord 
gave us a heart-tendering ſeaſon; to his name 
be the praiſel | 8 
I pafſed on, and was at Nottingham month- 
ly-meeting ; and at a meeting at Little-Bri- 
tain on firſt-day : and in the afternoon ſe- 
veral friends came to the houfe where I 
3 n M4 lodged, 


- 
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| 


'  Jodged, and we had a little afternoon-meet. 


ing; and, through the humbling power of 
truth, I had to admire the loving-kindneſs of 
the Lord manifeſted to us. 
On the twenty-ſixth day, I croſſed Suſ- 
quchannah; and, coming amongſt people in 
outward. caſe and greatneſs, chiefly on the 
labour of ſlaves, my heart was much affect- 
ed; and, in awful retiredneſs, my mind was 
gathered inward to the Lord, being humbly 
engaged that in true reſignation I might re- 
ceive inſtruction from him, reſpecting my 
duty amongſt this people. 
Though travelling on foot was weariſome 
to my body; yet thus travelling was agree- 


able to the ſtate of my mind. 


7 . 


I went gently. on, being weakly; and was 
covered with ſorrow and heavineſs, on ac- 
count of the ſpreading prevailing ſpirit of 
this world, introducing cuſtoms grievous and 
oppreſſive on one hand, and cheriſhing pride 
and wantonneſs on the other. In this lonely 
Walk, and ſtate of abaſement and humilia- 
tion, the ſtate of the church in theſe parts 
was opened before me; and I may truly ſay 
with the prophet, © I was bowed down at 
the hearing of it; I was diſmayed at the 
“ ſeeing of it. Under this exerciſe, I at- 
_ tended the quarterly-meeting ' at Gunpow- 
der; and, in bowedneſs of ſpirit, I had to 
open, with much plainneſs, what. I felt re- 
ſpecting friends living in fullneſs, on the la- 
bours of the poor oppreſſed negroes; am 
1 1 | nat 
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that romiſe of the Moſt High was now re- 
viveck: I will gather all nations and 
9 tongues and they ſhall come and ſee my 
glory. — Here the ſufferings of. Chriſt. 
| . 2. his taſting death for every man, and the 
travels, — and martyrdoms, of the 
apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians, in labour- 


ing for the converſion of the Gentiles, were 


livingly revived in me; and, according to the 
meaſure of ſtrength afforded, I laboured in 
ſome tenderneſs. of ſpirit, being deeply'af= - 
fected amongſt them: and thus the differ- 


ence, between the preſent treatment whick 


theſe Gentiles, the negroes, receive at our 
hands, and the labours of the primitive 
Chriſtians for the converſion of the Gentiles, 


was preſſed home, and the power of truth 
came over us; under a feeling of which, mx 


mind was united to a tender-hearted people 
in thoſe parts; and the meeting concluded in 
a ſenſe of God's goodneſs toward his humble | 
dependent children. 


The next day was a general wieeting for 5 


worſhip, much crouded; in which I was 


deeply engaged in inward cries to the Lord | 


for help, that I might ſtand wholly reſigned, 
and move only as he might be pleaſed to 
lead me: and I was mercifully helped to la- 
bour honeſtly and fervently — them, 


in which I found in ward peace; and the ſin· 755 


cere were comforted. 83 
From hence I turned toward pipe- Creek: | 
and * on to the Red-Lands ; and had 


ſeveral 


) a- 
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- ſeveral meetings amongſt friends in thoſe 
parts. My heart was often tenderly affect- 
ed, under a ſenſe of the Lord's goodneſs, in 
ſanctifying my troubles and exerciſes, turn- 
ing them to my comfort, and, I believe, to 
the benefit of many others: for, I may ay, 
with thankfulneſs, that in this viſit, it ap- 
peared like a freſh tendering viſitation in moſt 


Oy on to the weſtern quarterly-meet- 
ing in Pennſylvania; during the ſeveral days 
of this meeting, I was mercifully preſerved 
in an inward feeling after the mind of truth, 
and my public labours tended to my humi- 
| hation, with which I'was content: and, after 
the quarterly-meeting of worſhip ended, I 
felt drawings to go to the women's meet- 
ing of buſineſs; which was very full: and 
here the humility of Jeſus Chriſt, as a pat- 
tern for us to walk by, was livingly opened 
before me; and in treating on it my heart 
was enlarged ;'and it was a baptizing time. 
From hence I went on; and was at meet- 
ings at Concord, Middletown, Providence, 
and Haddonfield, and fo home; where 1 
found my family well. A ſenſe of the Lord's 
merciful preſervation, in this my journey, ex- 
cites reverent thankfulneſs to him! 
On the ſecond day of the ninth month, 
1767, with the unity of friends, I ſet off 
on a viſit to friends in the upper part of 
Berks and Philadelphia counties: was at 
eleven meetings in about two weeks * 
2 ave 
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have 3 cauſe to bow in reverence be- 
fore the Lord, who, by the powerſtil extend- 
ings of his humbling goodneſs, opened my 
way amongſt friends, = made the meet - 
tings (I truſt) profitable to us. And, the win- 
ter following, I joined friends on a viſit to 
friends families, in ſome part of our meet 
ing; in which exerciſe, the þ pure influence of 
divine love made our viſits reviving... 


On the fifth day of the fifth month; 1968, 2 


T left home under the humbling hand of 


the Lord, having obtained a certificate, in 

order to viſit — meetings in Maryland. 
and to proceed without a horſe looked clear- 
| eſt to me. I was at the quarterly- meetings at 


Philadel and Concord; and then went I 


on to Cheſter-River; and, crofling the Bay 
with friends, was at the yearly-meeting at 
Weſt- River; thence back to Cheſter-River ; 
and, taking a few meetings in my way, pro- 
ceeded home. It was a journey of much in- 
ward waiting; and, as my eye was to the 
Lord, way was, ſeveral times, opened to my 
humbling admiration, when Wings 0 * ; 
peared very difficult. 
In my return, I felt a relief of ming, very 
- comfortable to me: having, through divine 
„ laboured in much plainneſs, both witk 
friends ſelected, and in the more public meet- 
ings : ſo that (I truſt) the pure witneſs, in 
many minds, was reached, = 
The eleventh day of the fixth month, 
1769. Sundry caſes 1 happened, of late 
_ 


— 
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years, within the limits of our Wn 
meeting, reſpecting that of exerciſing 
righteouſneſs toward the negroes; in w ry 
I have lived under a labour of heart, that 
equity might be ſteadily kept to. On this 
account, I have had ſome cloſe exerciſes 
amongſt friends; in which, I may thank- 
fully fay, I find peace: and, as my medita- 
tions have been on univerſal love, my own. 
conduct in time paſt became of late very 
grievous to me. 0 85 
A s perſons, ſetting negroes feed. in our pro- 
vince, are bound by law to maintain them, 
in caſe they have need of relief, ſome, who 
ſerupled keeping ſlaves for term of life, in the 
time of my youth, were wont to detain 


' _ their young negroes in their ſervice till thir- 


ty years of age, without wages, on that ac- 


count: and with this cuſtom J ſo far agreed, 


that I, being joined to another friend, in 
.executing the will of a deceaſed friend, once 
ſold a negroe lad till he might attain the a ag 
of thirty years, and applied the when. to 
uſe of the eſtate. — 

Wich abaſement of heart, I may now fay, 
that ſometimes, as I have "Io in a meeting, 
with my heart exerciſed toward that awful 
Being, Niko reſpeteth not perſons nor co- 
lours, and have looked upon this lad, I have 
felt that all was not clear in my mind re- 
ſpecting him: and as I have attended to this 
\exerciſe, and fervently ſought the Lord, it 
| hath 9 to me, that I ſhould m 

ome 


- 
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ſome reſtitution, but in what way I ſaw-not 
till lately; when, being under ſome concern 
that I may be reſigned to go on a viſit to 
ſome part of the Weſt-Indies, and un- 
der cloſe engagement of ſpirit, ſeeking to the 
Lord for counſel herein, that, of my joining 


in the ſale aforeſaid, came heavily upon me; 


and my mind, for a time, was covered with 
darkneſs and ſorrow; and, under this ſore 
affliction, my heart was ſoftened to receive 
inſtruction: and here I firſt ſaw, that, as 1 

had been one of the two (executors, Who 
had ſold this lad nine years longer than is 
common for our own children to ſerve; ſo I 
ſhould now offer a part of my ſubſtance to 
redeem the laſt half of that nine years; but, 
as the time was not yet come, I executed a 
bond, binding me and my executors to 
pay to the man, he was ſold to, what, to can- 
did men, might appear equitable for the 
laſt four years and a half of his time, in 
caſe the ſaid youth ſhould be living, and in 
a condition likely to provide comfortably for 
himſelf. ' 
The ninth day of the tenth month, 1769. . 

My heart hath often been deeply afflicted 
under a feeling I have had, that the ſtand- 
ard of pure righteouſneſs is not lifted up to 
the people by us, as a ſociety, in that clear- 
neſs which it might have been, had we been 
ſo faithful to the teachings of Chriſt as we 
ought to have been : and, as my mind hath 
been inward to the Lord, the purity of 
HP Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's government hath been opened in my 
underſtanding; and, under this exerciſe, that 
of friends being active in civil ſociety, in 
putting laws in force which are not agree- 
able to the purity of righteouſneſs, hath, 
for — Vears, been an inereaſing bur- 
then upon me; having felt, in the open- 
Ings of univerſal love, that where a people, 
ee of the truth of the in ward teach · 
of Chriſt,” are active in putting laws in 
ä which are not confiſtent with 
— wiſdom, it hath a neceſſary tendency to 
dimneſs over their minds: and, as my 
Ms hath been thus exerciſed, and a tender 
fympathy'in me toward my fellow-members, I 
Have, within a few months paſt, in ſeveral 
meetings for diſcipline, . mg Concern 
on _ . 
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th t 70 v ihe friends? in 25 gun E i 
embarking at Cheſter, in 5 with Sa. 
muell E 1 in a ſbip bound to London— Hr, 
deep exerciſe, in obſerving the difficulties and 
hardſhips the common ſailors are expoſed b. 
Conſiderations on the dangers to which youth 
are expoſed, in bein fe to a ſtafaring .. 
y life: and its mcon 2 12 a prous eduga- 8 
ion His thoughts in à florm at ſea : with 
many inftrutive contemplations on 155 Voyage 
And 5¹⁰ arrival at London. 


. AVING been + time under a reli- 
gious concern to prepare for. croſſing 

the ſeas, in order to viſit friends in the nor- 

thern parts of England, and more particularly * 


in. Yorkſhire ; after weighty conſideration, © 


thought it expedient to inform friends, at our 


monthly-meeting at Burlington, of it; who, CN 


having unity with me therein, gave me a 
certificate ; and I afterward. communicated 
the ſame to our quarterly- meeting, and they 
| likewiſe certified their concurrence therewith. 
Some time after which, at the general ſpring- - 
meeting of miniſters and elders, I thought - 
it my duty to acquaint them of the religious 
exerciſe gs attended my mind ; with 
which they likewiſe ſigniſied their unity by 
a , dated the twenty-fourth * oY} 


176 Tur LIFE any TRAVELS 
the third month, 1772, e to friends 
in Great- Britain. 

In the fourth month following; I thought 
the time was come for me to make ſome en- 
gquiry for a ſuitable conveyance ; being ap- 

prehenſive that, as my concern was princi- 
pally toward the northern parts of England, 
it would be moſt proper to go in a veſſel 
bound to Liverpool or Whitehaven: and, 
while. I was at hiladelphia, deliberating on 
this occaſion, I was informed, that my belo- 
ved friend, Samuel Emlen, j jun. intending to 
go to London, and having taken a paſlage 
75. himſelf in the cabin of the ſhip, called 
Mary and Elizabeth, of which James Sparks 
vas maſter, and John Head, of the city of 
Philadelphia, one of the owners; and I feel- 
ing a draught in my mind toward the ſteerage 
of the ſame ſhip, went firſt and opened to * 
muel the feeling I had concerning it. 
My beloved friend appeared glad that I 


had thoughts of going in the veſſel with 


him, though my proſpect was toward the ſteer- 
age; and he, offering to go with me, we 
went on board; firſt in the cabin, a commo- 
dious room, and then into the ſteerage ; 
Where we fat down on a cheſt, the failors 

ing buſy about us: then the owner of 
| the ſhip came, and fat down with us. 

Here my mind was turned toward _ 
| the heavenly- counſellor ; and I feelin 
this time, my own will ſubjected, my * 
was con trite before him. 

i HGH | © :A motion - 
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A motion was made, by the owner, to go 


and fit- in the cabin, as a place more re- 
tired; but I felt eaſy to leave the ſhip, and 


made no agreement as to a paſſage in her; 


but told the owner, if I took a paſſage in tlie 

ſhip, I believed it would be in the ſteerage; 

but did not ſay much as to my exereiſe in that 
caſe.. - e inen | 36 ver Pha 
I went to my lodgings, and ſoon after went 
to bed, and my mind was under a deep exer- 
ciſe before the Lord; whoſe helping hand was 


manifeſted to me as I flept that night, and his 
love ſtrengthened my heart. In the morning 
I went with two friends on board the veſſel 
again; and, after a ſhort time ſpent therein, 1 


went, with Samuel Emlen, to the houſe of the 


owner; to whom, in the hearing of Samuel | 


only, I opened my exerciſe, in relation to a 
ſcruple with regard to a paſſage in the cabin. 


After this I agreed for à paſſage in the 


ſteerage ; and, hearing in town that "Joſeph 
White had a deſire to ſee me, I felt the re- 
viving of a deſire to ſee him, and went then 
to his houſe, and next day home; where 1 


tarried two nights: and then, early in the 


morning, I parted with my family, under 
2 ſenſe of the humbling hand of God upon 


me; and, going to Philadelphia, had oppor- 


tunity with ſeveral of my beloved friends; 


who appeared to be concerned for me, on 


account of the unpleaſant ſituation of that 
of the veſſel where I was likely to lodge. 


_ Having ſtayed two nights in Philadelphia, 


I went the next day to Derby monthly-meet- 


N ing; 
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ing; where, through the ſtrength of divine 
love, my heart was , enlarged toward the 
youth then preſent; under which I was help. 
ed to labour in ſome. tenderneſs of fpirit. 
Then, lodging at William Horne's, I, with 
one friend,” went to Cheſter ; where, meeting 
with Samuel Emlen, we went on board, the 
firſt day of the fifth month, 1772; and, as [I 
fat down alone, on a feat on the deck, I felt a 
ſuatisfactoty evidence that my proceedings were 
not in my owt: will, but under the power of 
%% Chat... Barer 
- Seventh day of the fifth month. We have 
had rough weather moſtly ſince I came on 
board; and the paſſengers, james Reynolds, 
John Till-Adams, Sarah Logan and her hired 
maid, and John Biſpham, were all ſea- ſick, 
more or leſs, at times; from which ſickneſs, 
through the tender mercies of my heavenly Fa- 
ther, I have been preſerved; my afflictions 
no being of another kind. 3 
There appeared an openneſs in the minds 
of the maſter of the ſhip and of the cabin- 
paſſengers toward me: we were often toge- 
—_— the deck, and ſometimes in the ca- 
My mind, through che merciful help of the 
Lord; hath been preſerved, in a good degree, 
watchful and inward ; and I have, this day, 
eat cauſe to be thankful, in that I remain to 
Aer 
As my lodging in the ſteerage, now near 
a week, hath afforded me ſundry opportu- 
nities of ſeeing, heating, and feeling, with 
1 Es” h reſpect 
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reſpect to the life and” ſpirit of many poor 
ſailors; an inward exercife of ſoul hath” at- 
tended me, in regard to placing our children 
and youth Where they may be likely to be 
exampled and inſtructed in the pure fear of 
the Lord; and I, being much amongſt the 
ſeamen; dure, from a motion of love, ſundry 
times taken opportunities, with one of them 
at a time alone, and in a free converſation la- 
boured to turn their minds toward the fear of 
the Lord: and this day we had a meeting in 
the cabin, where my heart was contrite under 
16 feeling of divine love. 

Now, concerning lads being trainel! ap * 
ſeamen : F believe a communication from one 
part of the world to ſome other parts of it, 
by ſea, is, at times, conſiſtent with the will 
of our heavenly Father; and to educate ſome ' 
youth in the practice of failing, I believe, may 
be right: but how lamentable is the preſent. 
corruption of the world! how impure are on 
channels through which trade hath a convey- 
ance ! how great is that danger, to which — 
lads are now expoſed, when placed on TP: 
board to learn the art of failing ! 

Oh! that all may take heed and beer of 
covetouſneſs ! Oh! that all may learn of Chriſt, 
who was meek and low of heart! Then, in 
_ faithfully following him, he will teach us to 
be content with food and raiment, with- 
out reſpect to che cuſtoms or honours of ys i 
world. 

Men, thus den will ful 4 tüte con- 
cern for their fellow-creatures, and a deſire 


N 2 | that, 
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that thoſe in She loweſt ſtations: may be aſſiſt⸗ 
ed and encouraged; and, where owners of 
ſhips attain to the perfect law of liberty, and 
are doers of the Woe, theſe will be r e in 
their deeds. 
Riſing to work in the Ahe is not com- 

menly pleaſant in any caſe; but, in dark 
rainy nights, it is very diſagreeable, even 
though each man were furniſhed with all 
conveniences: but, if men muſt go out at 
midnight, to help manage the ſhip in the 
rain, and, having ſmall room to ſleep and lay 
their garments in, are often beſet to furniſh 
themſelves for the watch, their garments or 
ſome thing relating to their bukineſs being 
wanting and not eaſily found, when, from 
the urgency occaſioned by high winds, they 
are haſtened and called up ; ſaddenly, here is a 
trial of patience on the poor ſailors and the 
poor lads their companions. 
If, after they have been on ideak; e 
hours in the night, and come down into the 
ſteerage ſoaking wet, and are ſo cloſe ſtowed, 
that proper convenience for change of garment 
is not eaſily come at, but, for want of proper 
room, their wet garments are thrown in heaps, 


and ſometimes, through much crouding, are 


trodden under foot in going to their lodgings 


_ and getting out of them, and they have great 


difficulties, at times, each one to find his own, 
here are trials on the poor ſailors. 

Nov, as I have been with them in my lodge, 
my heart hath often yearned for them, and ten- 
| Aer eines have been n in me, that all 


Owners 


5h FOHN WOOLMAN. T 
owners and maſters of veſſels may dwell in the 


love of God, and therein act uprightly; and, 


by ſeeking leſs for gain, and looking carefully 
to their ways, may earneſtly. — to remove 


all cauſe of provocation from the poor ſeamen, 
either to fret or uſe exceſs of ſtrong drink; 


for, indeed, the poor ereatures, at times, in 


the wet and cold, ſeem to apply to ſtrong OT. = 


to ſupply the want of other convenience. 
Great reformation in the world is wanting ; 
and the W of it, amongſt theſe who do 


buſineſs on great waters, hath, at this. time 


been abundantly opened before me. 
The eighth day of tlie fifth Wer —This 


morning the clouds gathered; the wind bleu 


ſtrong from ſouth-eaſtward, and before noon 
increaſed to that degree that ſailing appeared 
dangerous. The ſeamen then bound up ſome 


of their ſails, and took down ſome; and, the 


ſtorm increaſing, they put the dead- lights, ſo 


called, into the cabin winde was and E | 


a lamp as at night. _ 
The wind now blew ent 1 unt ths 


ſea wrought to that ee, that an awful ſe- 
riouſneſs prevailed in the cabbin, in which 1 


ſpent, I believe, about ſeventeen hours; for 1 


believed the poor wet toil ing ſeamen had need 


of all the room in the crouded ſteerage, and 
the . had von me | n 
invitations; + 

They ceaſed now * ing and put the 
veſſel in the poſture called, lying- to. 

My mind in this tempeſt, — the 


gracious aſſiſtance of the Lord, was preſerved 
| . M4: „ 


— 
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in a good degree of reſignation 3: and I felt, 
at times, a few words in his love to my 
mates, in regard to the all - ſufficiency of hin 
who formed the great deep, and whoſe care is 
ſo extenſive, that a ſparrow falls not without 
his notice; and thus, in a tender frame of 
mind, ſpake to them of the neceſſity of our 
Nielding in true obedience, to the inſtructions 
of our heavenly Fathet, who ſometimes, 
Groigh adverſities, intendeth our refinement. 

About eleven at night I went out on the 
deck, when the ſea — exceedingly, and 
the high- foaming waves, all round about, had 
in ſome ſort the appearance of es but _ not 
give much, if any, light. 

The ſailor, then at the helm, faid he lately 
faw a cor t at the head of the maſt. 
About this time I obſerved the maſter of 
the ſhip ordered the carpenter to keep on the 
deck; and, though he ſaid little, I appre- 
hended his care was, that the carpenter with 
his axe might be in readineſs, in cafe of any 
extremity. 

Soon after this, the rehemency: of the 
wind abated; and, before ere * 
again put the ſhip under ſail. 

The tenth day of the month, and firſt of 
the week, it being fine weather, we had a 

meeting in the cabbin, at which moſt of the 

ſeamen were preſent; this meeting to me was 
_ . ſtrengthening tine. 
The thirteenth day of the mock: As 1 


continue to lodge in the ſteerage, I feel an 
— * * to expreſs 8 
farther 
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farther of the ſtate of my mind, in reſpect to- 
poor lads bound apprentice. to learn the art of - 
failing. As I believe failing is of ſome 'uſe in 
the world, a labour of ſoul attends me, that 
the pure counſel of truth may be humbly | 
waited for in this caſe, by all concerned 1 in 
the buſineſs of the ſeas. 

A pious father, whoſe mind is exerciſed ſos 
the everlaſting welfare of his child, may not, 
with a peaceable mind, place him out to an 
employment amongſt a people, whoſe common 
courſe of life is manifeſtly. corrupt and pro- 
phane ; ſo great is the preſent defect amongſt 
| ſea-faring men, in regard to piety and virtue : 
and, through an abundant traffic, and many 


ſhips of war, ſo many people are employed 5 


on the ſea, that this ſubject of placing lads to 
the employment appears very weighty. 

Prophane examples are very corrupting, and 
very forcible. And as my mind, day after 


day, and night after night, hath been afﬀfeted _ 


with a ſympathizing tenderneſs toward poor 


children, put to the employment of ſailors, 


I have ſometimes had weighty converſation 
with the ſailors in the ſteerage, who were 


moſtly reſpe&ful to me, and more and more ſo _ | 


the longer I was with them: they moſtly ap- 
peared to take kindly what I ſaid to them; but 
their minds have appeared to be ſo deepl | 
impreſſed with that almoſt univerſal depravity _ 
amongſt ſailors, that the poor creatures, in their 
. anſwers to me on this ſubject, have revived in 
my remembrance that of the degenerate Jews 

N ga alittle 
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a little before the captivity, as repeated by Jere- 
miah the 1 There is 5 1805 
Now, under this exerciſe, a ſenſe of the 
deſire of outward gain prevailing amongſt us 
hath felt grievous, and a ſtrong call to the 
| profeſſed followers of Chriſt hath been [raiſed 

in me, that all may take heed, leſt, through 

loving this preſent world, they be found in a 
continued neglect of duty, with reſpect to a 
faithful labour for a reformation. 

Silence, as to every motion proceeding from 
the love of money, and an humble waiting 
upon God to know his will concerning us, 
have now appeared neceſſary: he alone is able 
to ſtrengthen us to dig deep, to remove all 

which lies between us and the ſafe founda- 

tion, and ſo direct us in our outward employ- 
ments, that pure univerſal love may ſhine 
forth in our proceedings. OPER AN? 

Deſires ariſing from the ſpirit of truth are 
pure. deſires; and when a mind, divinely 
opened toward a young generation, is made 
ſenſible of corrupting examples, powerfully 
working, and extenſively ſpreading amongſt 
them, how moving is the proſpet ! 
The fixteenth day of the Month. Wind 
for ſeveral days paſt often high, what the 
failors call ſqually, rough ſea and frequent 
rains. This Jaſt night a very trying night to 
the poor ſeamen : the water, chief part of 
the night, running over the main deck, and 
ſometimes breaking - waves came on the 
quarter-deck. The latter part of the night, 
as Hay in bed, my mind was humbled * 15 

| tne 
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the power of divine love; and refi edneſs a ; 
the great Creator of the earth and the ſeas, re 
newedly wrought in me, whoſe fatherly. — | 
over his children felt precious to my ſoul : 
and deſires. were now renewed in me, to em- 
brace. every opportunity of being inwardly 
acquainted with the hardſhips and difficulties 
of my fellow- creatures, and to labour in his 
love for the ſpreading of pure univerſal right- 
eouſneſs on the. earth. The opportunities 
were frequent of hearing converſation amongſt 
the ſailors in reſpect to the voyages to Africa, 
and the manner of bringing the deeply- 2 


oppreſſed ſlaves into our iſlands. The thoughts 5 


of their condition, frequently in chains and 


fetters on board the veſſels, with hearts 


loaded with grief, under the apprehenſions 
of miſerable ſlavery; my mind was Rar 
opened to meditate on theſe things. 
On the ſeventeenth day of the month, and 
firſt of the week, we had a meeting in the 
cabbin; to which the ſeamen generally came. 
My ſpirit was contrite before the Lord ; Whaſa 5 
love, at this time, affected my heart. by. 
This afternoon I felt a tender ſympathy — 
ſoul with my poor wife and family left be- 
hind; in which ſtate, my heart was enlarged 
in deſires that they may walk in that humble 
obedience wherein the everlaſting Father may 
be their guide and ſupport, through all the 
difficulties in this world; and a ſenſe of that 
. aſſiſtance, t through which my mind 


ath been ſtrengthened to take up the croſs 


no leave them, to travel in che — of truth, 
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hath begotten thankfulneſs in my heart to 
„„ = 9s : 
On the twenty- fourth day of the month, 
and firſt of the week, a clear pleaſant morning: 
and, as I ſat on deck, I felt a reviving in my 
nature, which, through much rainy weather 
and high winds, being ſhut up in a cloſe un- 
healthy air, was weakened. {= * 
Several nights of late I felt breathing dif- 
ficult ; ſo that a little after the riſing of the 
_ feeond watch (which is about midnight) I got 
up, and ftood, I believe, near an hour, with . 
my face near the hatchway, to get the freſh air 
at the ſmall vacancy under the hatch door; 
which is commonly ſhut down, partly to keep 
out rain, and ſometimes to keep the breaking- 
waves from daſhing into the fteerage. 

I may, with thankfulneſs to the Father of 
mercies, acknowledge, that, in my preſent 
+ weak ſtate, my mind hath been ſupported to 

bear the affliction with patience ; and have 
Tooked at the preſent diſpenſation as a kindneſs. 
from the great Father of mankind, who, in 
this my floating pilgrimage, is in ſome degree 
bringing me to fo that, which many thou- 
ſands of my fellow-creatures often ſuffer in a 
Treater degree. | ut 
5" My . failing, the trial hath been the 
heavier ; and T have felt tender breathings in 
my ſoul after God, the fountain of comfort, 
Whoſe inward help hath ſupplied, at times, the 
want of outward convenience: and ſtrong de- 
fires have attended me, that his family, who 
ate acquainted with the movings of 8 
ä > Spirit, 
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Spirit, may be ſo redeemed from the love of 


money, and from that ſpirit in which men 15 


feek honour one of another, oy in all bufi- 
neſs, by ſea or land, we ſtantly kerp 
in view the coming of his 4 on earth, 
as it is in heaben; and, by faithfully: follow 
this ſafe e, — forth examples, 
—— to Jead out of- that 7 N the 
. creation: groans'! B oF 
This day we had a meeting in the dir 3 
in which I was favoured" in ſome degree to 


experience the fulfilling of that ſaying of the 


prophet, , The Lord hath” been a ſtrength. 
«* to the poor, a ſtrength to the needy in their 
diſtreſs;: for which, my heart is a in 
thankfulneſs before him l. 

The tw¾enty- eighth day of the r — 
wet weather of late, mall winds inclining to 
calms: our ſeamen have caſt a lead, I ſuppoſe 
about one hundred fathoms, but find no bot= 
tom : foggy weather this morning. 


Through the kindneſs of the great Pune | | 


of men my mind remains quiet; and a de- 
gree of exerciſe, from = eb day, attends 
me, that the pure peaceable government of 
— may ſpread and prevail amongſt man- 
ind 
The leading on of a young reer in 
that pure way in which the wiſdom of this 
world hath no place; here pon and tu- 
tors, humbly waiting for the heavenly Coun- 


ſellor, may example them in the wank, as it 
is in Jeſus; — this, for ſeveral days, hath 
_ the exerciſe of my mind, ch 2" oo ws 

w 
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how quiet, is that ſtate, where the ſoul ſtands 
in pure obedience to the voice of Chriſt, and 
a watchful care is erer ruer not to follow 
the voice of the ſtranger! 

Here Chriſt is felt to be our chephierd; ads 
under his leading, people are brought to a 
ſtability; and, where he doth not lead for- 
ward, we are bound, in the bonds of pure 
love, to ſtand ſtill and wait upon him. In 
the love of money, and in the wiſdom of this 
world, buſineſs is propoſed; then the urgency 
of affairs puſhes forward; nor can the mind, 
in this ſtate, diſcern the good and eps will 
of God concerning us. | 

The love of God is manifeſted in e 
calling us to come out of that which ſtands 
iin confuſion: but, if we bow not in the 
name of Jeſus; if we give not up thoſe 
proſpects of gain, which, in the wiſdom of 
this world, are open hors us, but ſay, in | 
our hearts, I muſt needs go on, and, in go- 
ing on, I hope to keep as near to the purity 
of: truth as = buſineſs before: me will admit 
of; here the mind remains entangled, and 
the ſhining of the light of life into the ſoul 
is obſtructed. - 

In an entire ſubjection of our wills the Land N 
graciouſly opens a way for his people, where 
all their wants are bounded by his wiſdom ; 
and here we experience the ſubſtance of what 
Moſes the prophet figured out in the water of 
ſeparation, as a purification from fin. 

Eſau is mentioned as a child red all over, 
like a ROY garment: in Eſau is I | 
the 


or JOHN WOOLMAN. 189 
the natural will of man. In preparing the 
water of ſeparation, a red heifer, without ble- 
miſh, on which there had been no yoke, was 
to be ſlain, and her blood ſprinkled: by the 
prieſt ſeven” times toward the tabernacle” of 
the congregation : then her ſkin, her fleſh, 
and all pertaining to her, were to be burnt 
without the camp; and of her aſhes the 
water was prepared. Thus the crucifying the 
old man, or natural will, is repreſented; 
and hence comes a ſeparation from that car- 
nal mind, which is death. _ 

He Who toucheth the dead belly: of a 
« man, and purifieth not himſelf with the 


% water of ſeparation, he defileth the ta ber- 


«© nacle of the Lord; he is uncle Ps "Numb. 
xix. 1 

If any, through the 10e of gain, go forth 
into buſineſs, wherein they dwell as amon 
the tombs, and touch the bodies of thoſe v 
are dead; if theſe, through the infinite love of 
God, feel the power of the croſs of Chriſt to 
crucify them to the world,” and' therein learn 
humbly to follow the divine Leader; ; — here 
is the judgment of this world-; — here the | 

rince of this world is caſt out. H 

The water of ſeparation is felt ; and; though 
we have been amongſt the ſlain, and; through | 
the deſire of gain, have touched the dead 
body of a man, yet, in the purifying love of 
«Chriſt, we are waſhed in the water of fe 


ration; are brought off from that buñnelb, 1 


from that gain, and from that fellowſhip, 
which was not agreeable to his holy will: and 


1 he 
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I have felt a renewed confirmation; in the 
time of this voyage, that the Lord, in his 
infinite love, is calling to his viſited children, 
ſo to give up all outward poſſeſſions and 
means of getting treaſures, that his Holy 
Spirit may To ave. free courſe in their hearts, 
and direct them in all their proceedings. 

To feel the ſubſtance pointed at in this 


. man . know 4 as to his own 
WI 

1 No man can 1 God, and live.” This 
Was ſpoken by the Almighty to Moſes the 
prophet, and as ti * our en Re- 
deemer. 

As death comes on our own wills, and a 
new. life is formed in.us, the heart is purified 
and prepared to underſtand clearly. * Bleſſed 
« are the pure in heart; for they ſhall ſee 
God. In purity of heart the mind is 
divinely opened to behold the nature of uni- 
verſal 1 or the righteouſneſs of 
the Kingdom of God. No man hath ſeen 
« the Father, fave he that is of God ; he 
* hath ſeen the Father. | 
The natural mind is active about the things 
| 4 this life; and, in this natural activity, buſi- 
neſs is propoſed, and a will in us to go forward 
in it. As long as this natural will remains un- 
ſubjected, ſo long there remains an obſtruction 
againſt the clearneſs of divine light operating 
in us; but when we love God with all our 
heart; and with. all our ſtrength, then, in this 

e, we love our neighbours as  oufſelves ; 
1 a tenderneſs. of heart is felt toward all 
IT people 
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people for whom. Chriſt died, even ſuch. who, 
as to outward circumſtances, may be to us as 
the Jews were to the Samaritans. Who is 
my neighbour ? See this e anſwered 
by our Saviour, Luke x. 20. | 

In this love we can fay, — jeſus is the 
Lord; and the reformation in our ſouls is 
manifeſted in a full reformation of our lives, 
wherein all things are new, and all things are 
of God; 2 Cor. v. 18. in this the e 
gain is ſubjected. | 

When employment is honeſtly followed i in 
i the light of truth, and people become diligent | 
in bukineſs, ** fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the 
« Lord ;” Rom. xii. 11. here the name is 
opened: This is ihe name by which he 
« ſhall: be called, THE "LORD OUR 
6s RIGHTEOUSNESS. 91 jerem. xxiii. 6. 
Oh ! how precious is this name ! it is like 
ointment poured out. The chaſte virgins are 
in love with the Redeemer ; and, for the 
promoting his  peaceable kingdom in the 
world, are content to endure hardneſs, like 
good ſoldiers ;. and are ſo ſeparated in ſpirit 
from tlie defire of riches, that in their em- 
ployments they become extenſively careful to 
give none; offence, neither to Jews nor Hea- 
then, nor the church of Chriſt. _ _ + 

On the thirty-firſt day of the month, and 
firſt of the week, we had a meeting in the 
cabbin, with near all the ſhip's company 
— whole being near thirty. In this meet- 

ing, the Lord, in mercy, favoured us with 
the W of his love. * 
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The ſecond day of the fixth month. Laſt 
evening the ſeamen found bottom at about 
ſeventy fathoms. * 

This morning, fair wind, a pleaſant, 
As I fat on deck, my heart was overcome 
with the love of Chriſt, and melted into 
contrition before him; and, in this ſtate, 
the proſpect of that work, to which I have 
felt my mind drawn when in my native land, 
being in ſome degree o _— before me, I felt 
like a little child ; and my cries were put up 
to my heavenly father for preſervation, that, 
in a humble dependance on him, my ſoul 
might be ſtrengthened in his love, and kept 
| 1 waiting for his counſel. 

I This afternoon we ſaw that part of England 
called the Lizard. 

Some dunghill fowls yet remained of thoſe 
the paſſengers took for their ſea-ſtore : I be- 
lieve about fourteen periſhed in the ſtorms at 
ſea, by the waves breaking over the quarter- 
deck; and a conſiderable number with ſick- 
neſs, at different times. I obſerved the cocks 
crew, coming down the Delaware, and while 

we were near the land ; but afterward I think 
I did not hear one of them crow till we came 
near the land in England, en they ann 
crowed a few times. 

In obſerving their dull ange at ſea, 
and the pining ſickneſs of ſome of them, I 
often remembered the Fountain of goodneſs, 
who gave being to all creatures, and whoſe 
love extends to that of caring. for the ſpar- 
oP, rows 3 and believe, where the love of God is 

: verily 
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verily perfected, and the true ſpirit of govern- 


ment watchfully attended to, a tenderneſs 


toward all creatures made ſubject to us will be 
experienced, and a care felt in us, that we do 
not leſſen that ſweetneſs of life, in the animal 
creation, which the great Creator intends for 
them in our government. 

The fourth day of the month. About noon 
a pilot came off from Dover; where my be- 
loved Friend Samuel Emlen, went on ſhore, 
and thence to London; but I felt eaſy in 
ſtaying in the ſhip. e 

The ſeventh day of the month, and firſt 
of the week. Clear morning; we lay at 
anchor for the tide, and had a parting meet - 
ing with the ſhip's company; in which my 
heart was enlarged in a fervent concern for 
them, that they may come to experience 
ſalvation through Chriſt. We had a head- 
wind up the Thames; lay ſometimes at an- 
chor; ſaw many ſhips paſling, and ſome at 
anchor near; and had large opportunity of 
feeling the ſpirit in which the poor bewilder- 
ed ſailors too generally live. That lament- 
able degeneracy, which ſo much prevails on 
the people employed on the ſeas, ſo affected 
my heart, that I cannot eaſily convey the 
feeling I have had to another. : 


"0 "ena 
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albu . CHAP. A1. 
e Gf bam 221276210 He bu 
Hit e the early-meeting in Lande 
and, wing . —.— York 
vit ing ; and other. meeting 
wee e Ul rd, Warwick, I 
ant. Nottingham, York,” and Weſtmoreland ; 
and thence: again into Yorkſhire,” and'to'the 
Cuy of York ; noith ſome inſtructiue thoughts 
. andobſervations, and letters on drvers:ſubjetts. 
His hearing of the deceaſe of "William Hunt; 
and forme: account , bim — Hit fickneſs at 
= ork 5 and ed of bis Pilgrimage” hers: 1 1 
0 N. the: Selb day> of the bah mont, 
17%, , we landed at London; and 1 
went ſtraighntway to the yearly- meeting of 
miniſters and elders, pee e ring 
(1 ſuppoſe) about half an hour. 
In this meeting my mind was humbly 
contrite: in the. afternoon the meeting of 
buſineſs opened; which, by adjournments, 
held near a week. In theſe meetings I often 
felt a living concern for the eſtabliſhment of 
friends in the pure life of Truth; and my 
heart was enlarged in the meeting of mini- 
ſters, meeting of buſineſs, and in ſeveral meet- 
ings of publick worſhip ; and I felt my mind 
united in true love to the faithful labourers 
now gathered at this yearly- meeting. 
On the fifteenth day of the month, I left 
London, and went to a a quarterly-meeting at 


Hertford. 


The 
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Ehe firſt day uf the ſeventh-manth; 1 Rave 


bn at - quarterly - meetings at Sherrington, 
Northampton, Banbury; and Shipſton . and 


had ſundry meetings between: my mind hath 


been bowed under a ſenſe of divine goodneſs 
manifeſted amongſt us; my heart hath been 
often enla in true love, both amongſt 
miniſters and elders, and in publie meetings; 


that through the Lord's goodneſs, I believe 


it hath been à freſh viſttation * Jy: in 
particular to the youth. 

The ſeventeenth day of the ads Was 
this day at Birmingham: have been at mbet- 
ings at Coventry, Warwick, in Oxfordſhire, 
and . ſundry other places; have felt the 


humbling hand of the Lord upon me; and 
through his tender mercies find pens in the : 


labours I have gone through. 


The twenty- ſixth day of the month. 1 e 
continued travelling northward, viſiting meet- 
ings: was this day at Nottingham; which, 


in the forenoon eſpecially, was, through di- 


vine love, a heart-tendering ſeaſon: next day 


had a meeting in a friend's houſe with friends 


children and ſome friends; this, through the 
ſtrengthening arm of the Lord, was a time | 


to be thankfully remembered. 


The ſecond day of the eighth ate — | 
firſt of the week. Was this day at Sheffield, 


2 large inland town : have been at 
meetings laſt week; and feel inward thank 


fulneſs for that divine ſupport, which heck | 


been en extended to me. 


O 2 The 


. . ˙ -w — —  — ——  — . . 
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The ninth day of the month, and firſt of the 
week, was at Ruſhworth : have lately paſſed 
through ſome painful labour; but have been 
eomforted, under a ſenſe of that divine viſit- 
'_ ation; ich I feel ene toward! bore 
young: peo 

1 day of ths! michaels mi fir 


0 of the werk, T was at Settle: it ad Tats 


been a time of inward poverty; under which 
my mind hath been raſerved in a watchful 
tender ſtate, feeling 25 the mind of the holy 
Leader, and 1 find 7 pears! in the erer have 
3 through. 
I have felt great diſtreſs of: — ſe: n 
came on this ifland, on account of the mem- 
bers of our ſociety being mixed with the world 
in various ſorts of buſineſs and traffic, carried 
on in impure channels. Great is the trade to 
Africa for ſlaves! and, in loading theſe ſhips, 
abundance of people are employed in the 
factories; amongſt whom are many of our ſo- 
ciety, Friends, in early times, refuſed, on a 
religious principle, to make, or trade in, ſu- 
perfluities; of which we have many large 
teſtimonies on record: but, for want of faith- 
fulneſs, ſome gave way; even ſome, whoſe 
examples were of note in our Society; and 


from thence others took more liberty. Mem- 
bers of our ſ 


ocietfyorked in ſuperfluities, and 
bought and ſold them ; and thus dimneſs' of 
fight came-over many: at length, friends got 
Anto the uſe of ſome ſuperfluities in dreſs, and 
in the furniture of theit houſes; and this hath 

| ſpread 


— * . 
g 4. - 
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ſpread from leſs to more, till TIE af £7 


ome kinds is common amongſt us. 17 
In this declining ſtate, many oak: ut the 


example one of another; and too rs. neglect 25 


the pure feeling of truth. Of late years, a 
deep exerciſe hath attended my mind, that 


friends may dig deep, may carefully caſt fortn 
the looſe matter, and get down to the rock, 


the ſure foundation, and there hearken to : 
that divine voice whieh gives a clear and cer- 
tain ſound ; and I have felt in that which” 
doth not derives) that if friends, who have” 
known the truth, keep in that tenderneſs of 
heart, where all views of outward gain are 
iven up, and their truſt is only on the Lord, 
be will. graciouſly lead ſome to be patterns 
of deep ſelf-denial in things relating to trade 
and handicraft labour; and that ſome, who 


have plenty of the treaſures of this world, 


will example in a plain frugal life, and pay 
wages, to lach as they may hire, more liberally 
than is now cuſtomary in ſome places. 
The twenty-third day of the month. Was 
| this day at Preſton-Patrick, and had a com- 
fortable meeting. I have, 0 times, been 
entertained at the houſes of friends, who had 
ſundry things about them which had the ap- 
pearance of outward greatneſs; and, as I have 
kept inward, way hath opened for converſa- 
tion with ſuch in private, in which divine 
—— hath favoured us together with 
eart-tendering times. | 
I reſted} a few days, in body and mind; 
with our friend Jane Crosfield ; who was 
1 once 


the week, at Kendal in Weſtmorelandi; and 
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once in America: was, on the Eee. 


at Greyrig meeting the-thintichoadayide - ug 

month, and firſt of the weeeeec. 

I I have OW pi poverty of late; Sic: 

| 0 rted to keep in the patience: 

e ful, under a of the good - 
neſs of the Lord toward thoſe tha ate amp 

_ contrate ſpirit. 

The ſixth day of the ninth e and 
firſt af the weck. Was this day at Counter 
fide; 2 mecting-houſe, and very full: 

and,; * opening of pure love, it was 

a ſtrengthening time ach Me, and (I ee 
to many more. + 

The thirteenth day of tha . Was 


"iP this day at Richmond, a ſmall meeting; but, 


the tawn's' people coming in, the houſe was 
crowded: it was a time of heavy labour; and 
(x believe) was a profitable We s | 
At this place I heard that my kinſman 
W illiam Hunt, from North- Carolina, who 
was on Wer 211 viſit to friends in England, 
ed this life on the ninth day of the 
nanth . month, inſtant, of the alf at 
Newcaſtle, — goed in the miniſtry 
when a youth; is a therein were 
of good ſavour. nd travelled much in that 
work in America, I once heard him fay, in 
public k teſtimony, that his concern was (in 
that- vat) to be devoted to the. ſervice of 
Chriſt ſo fully, that he might not ſpend: one 
e in pleaſing him: Os "FA 1 words, 


A, | joined 


ak F 4 


joined l — worn a — 
ſtirring up the pure mind in mau abt tron 
On this viſit to England: I have felt ſume 
inſtractions ſealed on my mind; which fam 
concerned to leave in writing, for the uſe af 
ſuchias:are called to the Kation oft a miniften Is 
of Chriſt. L ng Sansa AGEL i 422. gi. 
Chriſt being the Prince of Peace; and ve 
being no more than-miniſters, I find it ne- 
ceſſary for us, not only to feel à concern in 
our aut going forth, But to experience the 
renewing re in the eee 
meetings. ors, O 0 ini atv 
J felt a concern, in Amerira, to prepare for . 
this voyage 3 and being, through the mercy | 
of God, brought ſafe here, my heart was like 
a veſſel! that wanted vent; and for ſeveral 
weeks, at firſt, when my mouth was opened 
in meetings, it often felt like the raiſing of a 
gate in a water courſe, where a weight of water 
lay upon it and in theſe labqurs there ãp- 
a freſh viſitation to many; etpheidly | 
the youth; but ſometimes, after this; J felt 
empty and poor, and yet felt '@ neceſſity» * 
point meetings: •»•»„.( 
In this ſtate 1 was exerciſed 'toabide in the 
pure life of truth; and in all my labours to 
watch diligently agai r ee ſelf i _ 
88 ai 9 ety 0 Rand 
I have frequ a nece to 
up, 8 ſpring of the miniſtry was 
low; and to ſpeak from the neceſſity, in that 
which ſubjecteth the will of the creature; 
ane Au I was united with the ſuffering | 
O ” ſced, 
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ſeed, and found nnn in theſe. 
mortifying labours. 8 
As I have been . in a michl 
ere to the divine Leader, N I 
diſpenſations, enlargement at times fol- 
lowed, and the power of truth hath. riſen 
higher, in ſome meetings, than I ever knew | 
it before through m. 
Thus I have been more and more n end | 
| =; as to the neceſſity of depending, not 
upon a concern which I felt in America, to 
come on a viſit to England, but upon the 
freſh —— of Chriſt, the Frince of | 
peace, from day to i 
Now, of late, I 8 in . ap point- 
ment of meetings, not wholly, but in — | 
and 1 do not feel liberty to appoint them ſo 
| quick one after another as I have heretofore. - 
The work of the miniſtry being a work of 
divine love, I feel that the openings thereof 
are to be waited for, in all our apppintments, 
Oh | how deep is divine wiſdom Chriſt 
puts forth his miniſters,” and re before 
them: and oh ! how great is the danger 
of departing from the pure feeling of that 
which leadeth ſafel ß! 
Chriſt knoweth the ſtate of the eople 1 
and, in the p protecting the 8 —— 
their ſtates are op ened to his Servants; 
Chriſt noch when the fruit - bearing 
| branches themſelves have need of purging. - 
Oh that theſe leſſons may be remembered 
by me l and that all who appoint Meetings 
may proceed in the * feeling of _ — | 
a 
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I have ſometimes felt a — * ſtand 
up; but . | 
hath ſo-much prevailed in-many, pure 
life of truth — been ſo pre 
I have gone forward, — 


— ons 3 


road caſt up and well prepared, but as a man I 
walking through a miry place, in which are 
ſtones, here and there, ſafe to ſtep on, but ſo 


ſituated, that, one ſtep. being taken, time is 
neceſſary to ſee where to ſtep next. 


Now I find that, in the pure obedience, | 
the mind learns contentment; in in, e 5 
weak and fooliſh to that wiſdom which is 5 
the world; and, in theſe lowly labours, they 
who-ſtand in a low. place, rightly exerciſed 
under the croſs, will find nouriſhment. _  -, 

The gift is pure; and, while the eye is 
ſingle i in attending thereto, the underſtanding | 
is preſerved clear : | ſelf is kept out. We re- 
joice in filling up that which remains of the 
aliens of Chriſt, eine which 
is the church. 

The natural Man loveth eloquence, and 
many love to hear el 1 orations; and, if 
there is not a careful attention to the gift, 
men who have once laboured in the pure 
goſpel- miniſtry, growing weary of ſufferin 
and aſhamed of a ng weak, m kindle 3 
a fire, compaſs themſelves about wi ſparks, 55 
and walk in the light, not of Chriſt Who is 
under ſuffering, but of that fire which they, 
going from the gift, have kindled; and that 
in hearers, which is gone from the meek - 
deer an ſtate, into the worldly wiſdom, 1 
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be-warthel with "this! five, and ſpeak hi; rh] 
ef Hite tbours: hat which is of God gu. 
ind eat which is of the n 
1122 1920. fed dot la 51: 
bop: hath attente' wy 
mind, that the miniſters amengſt us may be 
preſerved in the meek feeling life of truth, 
where we may have no deſire- but to follow 
Chriſt and be with kim; that, when he is 
under ſuffering, we may ſuffer with him, and 
never deſire to riſe up in dominion, but — 
che virtue of his'own 2 may N us. 


Di moren, MOHD toe 4 (3 O73 SHEEDOT © 
You mod! — — bas ; los an: 
A few ay after writing! mec dane 
tions, our dear friend, in the courſe of his 
religious viſits,” came to the city of Vork, 


aud attended moſt of the ſittings of the 
quartetly-meeting there; ; but, before it was 


thers 
_ wownet' by 
3 Wacht, fon ney 


over, was taken ill of the  (mall-pox; © Our 


friend, Thomas Prieſtman; and 9 
attended him, preſerved the following minutes 
of his expreſſions in the time of his ſiekneſs 
and of bir ee of ef yan 
'" Firft-day, the entye Nventk of the "oy 
month, 1772» His "diforder appeared t0'do'the | 
per. 999 whe — 
11: 85 ſaid he felt the diforderito 
affect his head, 'fo that he could: think little, 
ind ür ab a chnd 207 4 4 
Third-day he Cee eller projeri-- 
Lord my God, the amazing Horrors'of 
darkneſt were gathered around me and covered 
me all over, and 1 A nosway to 80 15 iy 
| elt 


and extent of the n of m 
ed from che chrine har 


I'felt the depth 
fellow - ereatures ſ 


— Woo. „ 


mony, and it was heavier than I cbuld hear? 


and I was cruſhed down under it; I lifted up 
my hand, I ſtretched out my arm, but there 
was none to help me; I looked round about! 
and was amazed; in the depths of miſery, O 
Lord! I remembered that thou art omnipotent, 
that I had called thee Father, and I felt that L 
loved thee, and I was made quiet in wn es 
and I waited-for-deliverance' from thee; thou 
hadft pity upon me when no man could help 
me; I ſa that meekneſs under ſufferingwas - 
ſhewed to us in the moſt affecting example of 
thy Son, and thou taughteſt mo to folder him, 
and I faid, '*- thy will, © Father, be done.“ 
Ath day morning, being aſked; how he 
felt himſelf; he meckly — Ido mot 


know that I have ſlept this night, I feel the 


diſorder making its progreſs, but my mind 
is mercifully preſerved in ſtillneſs and peace: 
ſometime after he ſaid, he was ſenſible the 
pains of death muſt be hard to bear; but, if 
eſcaped them now, he muſt ſometime paſs 
through them, and he did not know that he 
could be better prepared, but had no: will in 
it. He ſaid he had ſettled! his outward af - 
fairs to his mind; had taken leave of his 
wife and family as never to return; leavin 
them to the divine protection; adding; — 
h I feel them near to me at this time, 
yet I freely give them up, having a hope that 
they will be provided for. And a little after 
ſaid, This trial is made eaſier than — 
Berta -- | ave 
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have thought, my will wholly. taken 
; for if I were anxious Lor the event, it 
| would have been harder; but Jam not, and "i 
my mind enjoys a perfect calm. 5 
In the night a young woman Wu Siren 

him ſomething to drink, he ſaid, My child 
thou ſeemeſt very kind to me, a poor creature, 
the Lord will reward thee for it. A while af- 
ter heicried out with great earneſtneſs of ſpirit, 
Oh my Father l my Father l and ſoon after 
he ſaid, Oh my Father l my Father } how 

1 art thou to my ſoul in this trying 
ſeaſon l Being aſſced if he could take a ſittle 
| nourifament; after ſome pauſe he replied, my 
child, I cannot tell what ſay to it; I ſeem 
nearly arrived where my ſoul ſhall have reſt 
from all its troubles. After giving in ſome- 
thing to be inſerted in his journal, he ſaid, 
F believe the Lord will now excuſe me from! | 
exerciſes of this kind; and I ſee no work but 
one, which is to be the laſt wrought by me 
in this world; the meſſenger will come that 
will releaſe me from all theſe troubles; but 


it muſt be in che Lord's time, which lan 


waiting for. He ſaid he had laboured to do 
whatever was required, according 
lity received, in the remembrance of which 
he had peace; and though the diſorder was 
ſtrong at times, and — like a whirlwind 
come over his mind, yet it had hitherto been 
kept ſteady, and centered in everlaſting love; 
adding, and if that be mercifully continued, 


I aſk nor deſire no more. Another time he 


en bad eng bad a view of viſiting this 


nation, 


to the abi- 
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nation, and, ſometime before he came, hal a 

dream, in which heſaw himſelf in the northern 
parts of it, and that the ſpring of the goſpel 
was opened in him much as in the beginning 


of friends, ſuch as George Fox and William 


. Dewſberry,” and he faw the different ſtates of 
the people, as clear as he had ever ſeen flowers. 
in a garden; but in his going he was 
ſuddenly ſtopt, though he could not ſes for 
what end; but, looking towards home, fell 
into a flood of tears which waked him. 
At another time he ſaid, my draught ſeemed 
ſtrongeſt towards the North, and I mentioned, 
in my own monthly-meetin g. that attending 
the Quarterly- meeting at York, nag” amt 
there, looked like home to me. Te 
Fifth- day night, havin rojbdeaiſ — 
ed to take cre ph — view — his 
ſtomach, but without effect, the friend, then 
waiting on him, ſaid, through diſtreſs, What 
ſhall I do now ? He anſwered with great 
compoſure, ' Rejoice evermore, and in every 
thing give thanks; but added a little _ 
this is ſometimes hard to come alt. 
Sixth; day morning, he broke forth early in 

ſupplication on this wiſe : O Lord, it was thy 
power that enabled me to forſake ſin in my 
youth, and I have felt thy bruiſes for difobe- 
dience; but, as I bowed under them, thou 
didſt heal me, continuing a father and a friend: 
I feel thy power now, and I be beg that, in the 
approaching trying moment, thou wilt keep 
my heart ſtedfaſt unto thee. Upon his 


Siving directions to a friend concerning ſome 
little 
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Little things, ſhe ſaid, I will take care, but 
hope thou wilt live to order them thyſelf. 
He zeplied, My hope is in Chriſt; and, thoug 
In ſeem a little better, A, change in th 
di ſorder may ſoon happen, — | 
ſtrength be diſſolved and, if it. ſa happens, 
I ſhall be gathered to my everlaſting reſt. On 
her ſaying, She did not doubt that, but could 
not help mourning to fee ſo many faithful ſer-· 
vants removed at ſo —— he faid, All 
good cometh from the Lord, whoſe power is 
the ſame, 2 — beſt. The 
7 had given directions about wrap- 
his corpſe: perceiving a friend to weep, 


aid, I would rather thou wouldſt guard 


| againſt weeping for me, my; ſiſter 3 I ſorrow . 
not, though I have had ſo conflicts: 
but now they ſeem over, and matters well 
ſettled ; and I look at the face of my dear 
Redeemer; for ſweet is his ae; Feen 
| eee is comely. 

Firſt-day, fourth of the tenth ne 1 | 
—— and in general difficult to be un- 
derſtood, he uttered a few words in comme 
moration of the Lord's goodneſs, and added, 
How tenderly have I been waited. on in this 
time of affliction in vhich I may ſay in Job's 
words, Tedious days and weatiſome nights 


are appointed unto me; and how many are 


ding their time and money. in vanity and 
ſuperfluities, while thouſands and tens of 
Sy thanknds want the neceſſaries of life, who 
| > 9 © OT weer 


6Y' 26> at 
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at ſuch a time as this, in tome de ee ſoften- 
ed, by the adminiſtering 2 things! 

Second-day morning, th 2 who 
appeared very anxious = ſt him, being 
preſent, he queried about the * probability oe 
ſuch a load of matter being thrown off his 
weak body ; and, the apothecary making ſome 
remarks implying he thought it might, he 


ſpoke with an audible voice on this wiſe — 


My dependance i is on the Lord Jeſus, who, I 
51 will forgive my fins, which is all I hope 
for; and, if it be his will to raiſe up this 
body again, I am content; and, if to die, I 
am reſigned ; and, if thou canſt not be caly 
without trying to aſſiſt nature, I ſubmit. 

After which his throat was fo much affected, 
that it was very difficult for him to ſpeak ſoas 


to be underſtood ; and he frequently wrote 2 


when he wanted any thing. About the ſecond 
hour, on fourth-day morning, he aſked for 
pen and ink, and, at ſeveral times, with 
much difficulty, wrote thus: I believe my 
being here is in the wiſdom of Chriſt; I. 
know not as to life or death. 

About a quarter before fix the ſame morn- 
ing, he ſeemed to fall into an eaſy fleep, 
which continued about half an hour ; when, 
ſeeming to awake, he breathed a few times 
with more difficulty, and expired, without L 
ſigh, groan, or ſtruggle ! 250 


END OF THE JOURNAL. 
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17 mind hath often been ofetted EVI 
row, an account of the prevailing ef that 


hoy Shs. * 


Pirit, which. leads from an humble: waiting. on 


the inward teaching , C brift, to purſue ways 
of living, attended 290 unneceſſary... labour, 
and which draws 1 eee of. many 1 


214 ANT comin v©< T2700; 
le to ſeek after out war er, to firrve for 
rags frequently 8 pied ha K - 
Ir forth wats ehitligrievour cult. 
Tt is with reverence that I acknowledge the 
| mercies of our heavenly Father, who, in infinite 
love, did vifit me in my youth, 2 wrought a 
belief in me, that —.— þ true obedience a flate 
of 3 purity may be known in be 5 life, in 


hich kind lov | 
ky 1 * * my . us,” % oo ove | | 


with w 


ng 3 refignation to endure hardſhips for the 
Nabe THT1A $3587 raſpip 


2 el rhe e i« Angle, rie whole: bogy ir 
« full of ligbt, Matt. vi. 22. but, for want 9 
_ . [fe defrres] and an imagimafyi ſuperiori- 

ty, darken the mind; hence injuſtice frequently 

: 3 e, to con. 
25 eftual remedy. 

— in 22 — 


e 
eat ee . _ 5 5 * contend; 
parties often remain bt I acquainted wit 
| were 
before; but where people walk in that pure 
light ie alh their cr wor am Wrought 
in God,” John iii, 21. and under oppreſſion 
pegſovere in the” mend Sdivic, ane! abide hm! in 
"uf" our eur aff Poely "complying 
2 no Wakes ag ths the Tori 
n opening the 
nd 2 ee 1 2 
ee * \. 9 ne e 


A time 
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divine work will ſo ſpread and prevail, that 


es ad wb un bn 


« nor learn war any more, SPIE hs. 45/0 


as we, through the tender mercies of 6% do 
feel that this precious wort is begun, I am con- 
cerned to encaura thren and Hera. in a 
boly care and  dilgerice, that zach g 

live, under the ſanftifying power of — as 
to be redeemed from all unneceſſary cares ; that 
our eye being feng le to bim, no tuſibines, However 
prevalent, which are contrary to the wiſdom 


from above, may binder us from 2 Lal 


lowing bis. 571 leadings, in whatſe io 
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and not to ſeek” after. nor. tes out- 
ward treaſures, any farther than his Holy 
Spirit leads us therein, is a happy ſtate ; as 
faith the prophet, ** Bleſſed is to man that 
* truſteth in the Lord, and whoſe hope the 
« Lord is.” | | 
Pure wiſdom leads he into lowlineſs of 
mind, in which they learn reſignation to the 
divine will, and contentment in ſuffering for 
his cauſe, when they cannot keep a Clear 
conſcience without ſuffering. | 
In this pure wiſdom the mind is attentive to 
the root and original ſpring of motions and de- 
fareyy and, as we know the Lord to be our 
60 3 and find no 8 but in humbly 
walking before him, we feel a holy engage- 
ment, that every defire which leads therefrom 
may be brought to judgment. 
While we proceed in this precious way, 
and find ardent longings for a full * 5 
8 rom 


* 
1 
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_ ching vrhich defiles; all 

t — not conſiſtent 2 the 1 
| 2 > falk above, ate conſidered "as" fnares 3 
and an inward concern is felt; that we may | 
live under the croſs, and faithfully attend to” 
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that holy Kit which is ſufficient t FR — 
1] 


out of +813 TOL ur 

When I bare coiled tha Sing of - 
Chriſt, Matt. vi. 1g. © Lay not up for your- 
« ſelves treaſures upon * Bis omnipo- 
« tence hath often 5 to my mind. 


While we believe that he is every. where” 


reſent with his people, and that perfect 
| — wiſdom, ay — are pol . A 
how comfortable is the confideration !' 

Our wants may be great, but his power 

reater. We may be oppreſſed and de- 

fi iſed, but he is able to turn our patient ſaf- 

rings into profit to ourſelves, and to the 
: ade et of his work on earth.” His 
people, who feel the ow of his croſs, to 
crucify all that is ſelfiſn in them, who are 
engaged in outward concerns, from a con- 
vincement that it is their duty, and refign 
themſelves, and their treaſures, to him; theſe 
feel that it is dangerous to give way to that 
in us, which craves Wr 55 een in 
this world. 

As the heart, truly ebtitrick earneſtly . 95 
fires to know Chriſt, and the fellowſhip 
„ of his ſufferings, Phil. iii. 10. ſo far as 
the Lord for gracious ends may lead into 
them; as ſuch feel that it is their intereſt to 
put their truſt in God, and to ſeek no gain 
* „ but 


I ings of his ſpiri 


3 -& contrary, 2 75 not 
Vit. e 4s divine teacher; and. 

ta not e aner en 
n e that wh hich. is behind of 

1 0 Chriſt Col. 1%4. in 

patiently ſuffering for the eB oh» 
 auſneſs'iny the darth, hut have an cye toward 
the power of wen, and the qutward advan- 
— 7. ealth; theſe A often N 5 
ents appear prohtable, 

even ea the gains ariſe from uch 4 trade 
2 bufineſs hich, proceed. from the work- 
ngs of that ſpirit, which is eſtranged. from 
the 1 — As: of an humble, contrite 


44 100 on * | 14s „ 3 


„ oy — * ſubject, 1 feel my 
mind tenderly affected toward ee honeſtly- 
diſpoſed people, who. have been brought up 
in A ade with thaſe b 
8 culties. a Ci if. } 
To ſach I. may fax 74% the feeling S our 
heavenly Father s love, and number myſelf 
with — Oh] that our eyes may be fnzle 
to the Lord |. may we reverently wait on him 
for ſtrength, to lay aſide all unneeeſſary ex- 
pence of excry kind, and learn enten ment 
in a plain fimple life. 

May wie, in lowlineſs, Galant. to the 7 So 
t, and enter upon any out- 
ward employ. which he graciouſly points out 
to us, and then whatever difficulties arife, in 
conſequence of our e 1 110 they 
wall work for gur 890d; G4) 4s Run min 360 9 
nd + J. S Small 


Small treaſure. to 4, reſigned. mind 3s ſuſie 
cient... How happy is it 40 be content, iin 


and, HUMAN POLICY, „% 


a little, to live 4 1 hamility, and feel thatiin i 


us, Which breathes out this language. Abbs 
Fathen ! Jad om an ! 
0H chat; called tlie 7 of this world; 
had no reſemblance of true wiſdom, the nam 
of wiſdom, 1 ſuppoſe, wad: not. been given 
Witty. motion. 3: - ba1 2d.oT 
As waſting outward. eee 46 
vain deſires, on ont hand 3 fo: 46, gent 
and neglect, on che other, do often — — 
men —_ their. families in trouble, and cedyes 
thom to want and diſtreſs; to ſhun both theſe 
oppoſite vices: is 
reſemblance; of wiſdom; but while people, 
thus provident, haye it principally in yiew4o 


good in itſelf, and hath 2 


get riches and power, and the friendſhip of 


ow world, and.do not A 
195 of truth to lead them in purity; theſe, 
krough an anxious care to obtain the end 
delt reach forth for gain in worldly wiſ- 
dom, and, in regard to their inward ſtate, 
fall into divers, temptations and ſhares... R 
though ſuch may think of applying wa 
to good purpoſes, and to uſe theit poπ] a, 
prevent oppreſſion, yet wealth. and power are 
often applied otherwiſe 3 nor can a depart 
from che leadings of our holy Shepherd, 
without going into confu 
Great Wealth is frequently attended. with 
power, which r divine loye en 
al: the min rightly; and, a to 
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humility and — our — 2 
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a1$ On Lavo UR. 
after us, how great is the uncertainty 1 If, 
min acquiring Wealth, we take hold on che 
_ wiſdomh Which is from beneath, and depart 
from the leadings of truth, and example our 
children herein, we have great cauſe to appre- 
hend that wealth may be a ſnare to them, and 
prove an injury to others, over whom their 
wealth may give them power PLL. ee 
To be redeemed from that wiſdom which 
is from beneath, and walk in the light of the 
Lord, is a precious ſituation : thus his people 

are brought to put their truſt in him; and, in 
this bumble confidence in his wiſdom, good- 
neſs,” and power, the righteous find a refuge 
in adverſities, ſuperior to the greateſt outward 
helps, and a comfort more certain P ny wy 
| 9 8 e can a 
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TAVING, PID my childhood; hank uſed | 
i to; bodily labour for a living, I _y 
; — my experienee therein. 
Right exerciſe affords an innocent pleaſure 
in the time of it, and prepares us to enjoy 
the ſweetneſz of reſt but, from the extremes 


each way, ariſe inconveniences. 


Moderate exerciſe © s the om Ba ofves 
the blood a lively circu — ig and the better 
enables us to judge rightly reſpecting that 
| portion of labour which is the true __ 
T9: | « The 


acive The n of 1 not, hor gather 
« into barns; * your heavenly Father feed> | 
« eth them, Matt. vi. 26; nor do 1 beliere 25 
that infinite goodneſs and power would have 
allotted labour to us, had he not ſeen that * 
bour was proper for us in this life. 
The original deſign and true 1 
— are ſubjects that, to me, appear worthy | 
of our ſerious conſideration. 
Idle men are often a burden to Wende, 
neglect the duty they owe to their families, 
and become burthenſome to others alſ 
Ass outward labour tends to our health, od 
adds to our happineſs in this life, ſo, on the 
contrary, entering upon it in a ſelfiſh) ſpirit, 
and purſuing it too langt or; hone hard, have a 
OY: effect. "> 14 
I have obſerved, char t too \ ach labour: not | 
only makes the underſtanding dull, but ſo in- 
trudes upon the harmony _ the body, that, 
after ceaſing from our toil, we have another 
ET eres gh. before we can be ſo com- 
ed as to enjoy the ſweetneſs of reſt, 
Sg Prom too ra labour in the heat fre- 
ently proceed immoderate ſweats; which 
* I believe; open the way for Ae 
and impair out conſtitutions. 
When we go beyond the true W 
Noe” feel wearineſs approaching, but think 
buſineſs may ſuffer ** ceaſe, at ſuch a 
time firitucus: liquors are frequently taken, 
with-a wow TOI ths aca a fa 
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see ſound that too much labour, in the 


fummer; heats the blood that taking ſtrong 
_ drink; rt the body under ſuch labour, 


td 
_ nereaſoth"that heath — though a per- 
fon may be ſo far temperate as not to manifeſt | 
the leaſt diſorder, yet the mind, in ſuch 4 
circumſtance, doth not retain' that: calmneſs. 
vg Ret which we ou v e- en to 
ve in „aft 
Thus toiling in the kobe; * driekin 
ſtrong liquor, make men more reſdlute and 
conſiderate, and tend very much — 
from ſuceeſsfully following him 1 mock 
and low-of heart. 
As laying out buſineſs, more ban is con- 
fiſtent with pure wiſdom, is an evil; ſo this 
evil frequently leads into more! Too much 
buſineſs leads to hurry. In — and 
toll too much ſtrong drink is often uſed; and 
hereby many proceed to noiſe and wanton - 
net, and ſome, though more conſiderate, do 
often ſuffer loſs, as to a true NI 
of mind. Dec i eins oi 2 b 
= "i Gapi/ncere defires'in op heart; abt no 
, nor intereſt, -might be laid-ſo high as 
be Mare to tenants: that e ee of 
gain may draw any pro Ole in baſineſy':'/ 


n eares, to ſupport 'cuftoms which —— not 
have 


their foundation in pure wiſdom, may 
place in our minds; but that we may build 
In tlie Hire Foundation; and feet our holy 
Shepherd te lead us, who gloneis able to 

ſerve us, and bring forth from every pm 
Which defiles. 


'S 


Having - 


there 


: o U&B0UR „ 
Having ſeveral times, in my trarelt, hal! 
opportunſty to dbſetve: thelabour/and nunncr 
of liſt of great numbers of ſlaves; it 5 
to me that the true medium is lamehiably 
neglected by many Wan them their por 
tion of labour. ttt te #1 " 74 - 23 Hrn! 1040 5 

Without ſaying muth / dt this time; con- 
cern ng buying g and ſcllin men, I erm r 
. who have as juſt m right to/Tiber — 
have; ner about the great miſerics 
fuſion of blobd, conſet ——ů— 
ſlave-trade; and to ſpeak as favourably = | 
may be, with regard to continuing th 55 
bondage who are among us,—we ase 5 
8 + ity in it; for, Whatever 
tenderneſs may de manifeſted by individuals, 
in their life-time, toward them, yet for people 

to be tranſmitted, from a man to his 

tys in the hel pleſd eondition of ſlaves; appears 

beengten wen the nature of the g 
pirtt. * ſuch proceedings it often" 
"ws; that f in — decline of life are 

e monies equitably” due to them, 

and committed to . care, and ſubjected to 


the abſolute power, of young unexpetiencetd 


une 
men, who know but little about the weak 
neſs of old age, nor underſtand the language 
of declining Fife. 

Where parents give their! eſtates ib their 
children, and then depend on them for a 
| maintenance, they ſometimes meet with great 
inconveniences ; but, if the power of poſſeſ- 
fioh, thus obtained, doth oft ten reverſe the 
; obligations of gratitude and filial duty, and 
makes 


5 222 o LABOUR; 
* . pon hs that -youth are often. igno- 


— of. old age, how hard is 
antient Negroes, who, deprived 


| — wages equitably due to them, are left 
to young people, who have been uſed to look 
upon them as their inferiors ! 
For men to behold the fruits of theiy a 
bour withheld from them, and poſſeſſed by 
others, and in old age find themſelves deſti- 


7 ute of thoſe comfortable accommodations, 


F their tims: of | 
” ure requires . 
Men they feel pains, and Riffneſs ; in heir 
and — -10g weakneſs of appetite; and 
Lax alittle labour i is weariſome, _ fill be- 
hold themſelves in the neglected. uncomfort- 
able — 4 — and ee % k 
uniympatninng mann: 
| BG wan -to he-thits/arvatvd ;foorn, 00s, ge- 
neration to another, who, beſides their own 
—_— think on the ſlavery entailed on 
| —_ „and are grieved, what diſ- 
le thoughts muſt they have of the 
profeſſed followers of Jeſus | and how-muſt 
their groans aſcend. to that almighty Bein 
Who will 1 a 1 for 50 ebf 


"A Plalm i ix. 9. 
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orbιι t 20 ic f ä 
I God. Mark X. mw 7 993 7 GRIT 00128 
en 270 Fre r35t gg 27. 35 TE write id | 
7 .endourage childees.to 4 
a views to get ptaiſe of men, % . 
appears an — to their being inwardly 
acquainted with the ſpi e For it 
is the work of the Holy Spirit to direct the 
mind to God, that in all our proceedings ve 
may have a ſingle eye to him. To give alms 
in ſecret, to falt in in ſecret, and Iabour: to 
keep clear of that diſpoſition reproyed ih our 
Saviour, But all their works they do ** 6 
« be ſeen of men, Matt. xxiii. 85. 
That divine light which enli Sbtens all 
men, I believe, does often ſhine in — minds 
of children very early, and to humbly wait 
for wiſdom, pie our conduct toward them 
may tend to forward their acquaintance with 
it, . ſtrengthen them in obedience thereto, 
| to me to be a duty on all. 
By cheriſhing the ſpirit of pride, *. the 
love of praiſe in in them, I believe they may 
ſometimes improve faſter in learning, than 
otherwiſe they would; but to take meaſures 
to forward childres i in learning, which natu- 
rally tend to divert their minds from true 
\ humility, appears to me to one: "oF: the 
vos of this'wofld.! ©; 7h 416 5 27 * | 


—_- 


that meckneſs and low 
ae 
Sine 2@a!9d-iodr o / do ne 21m 14s. 


thts" of dife' which 
tention of pions 


believe are not rightly prepared to train 
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If tutors are not 33 with ſanctifi- 
cation of ſpirit, hor expetichced ia an hum- 
ble 2 for the —— of truth, but 
ſollo y the mazims of the wiſdom of this 


word, fuch children as are under their tu- 


ition, appear to me to be in danger of im- 
bibing thoughts and ee reverſe to 

neſs of heart WHCh 
for all the true followers of 


Children, at un age it for ſohools, are in a 
es the nt at- 
people 3 and, if we commit 


— of ſuch, hdd minde-we 


them up in the nurture and admonition of 
© the Lord,” we are in danger of not acting 
the part of faithful parents toward them; 
for our heavenly Father doth not require us 
10 d evil that may come of it;; and it 
is needful that we deeply exmine-ouriſebves, ” 
—_ get entangled in the wiſdom of this 
'and, through wrong -apprehenfions, 
perry Bm methods, in education, as may 
prove a _—_ —_— to *the minds of our 


children Hricgt 2:37 chinas 
It 6 lovely agbt to behold indivrerivchibd- 
re — 

Were their tender minds are in imminent 


they are ſent to ſuch ſchools 


danger of being led aſtray by tutors who do not 


Jive 4 ſelf-denying life, or by the converſation 


ef ſueh — ory not live in inhocence, 


10 is a caſe much to be lamenteq . 
While 


On SCHOOLS 225 
While a pious tutor hath the charge of no 
more children than he can take due care of, 
and keeps his authority in the truth, the good 
ſpirit, in which he leads and governs, works 
on the minds of ſuch as are not hardened, 
and his labours not only tend to bring them 
forward in outward learning, but to open 
their underſtandings with —— to the true 
Chriſtian life: but, where a perſon hath 
charge of too many, and his thoughts and 
time are ſo much employed, in the outward 
affairs of his ſchool, that he does not ſo 
weightily attend to che ii and conduct of 
each individual as to be enabled to admi- 

niſter rightly to all, in due ſeaſon; pa | 
ſuch omiſſion, he not only ſuffers, as to 5 
ſtate of his own mind, but the minds of the 
children are in danger of ſuffering alſo:. 
To watch the ſpirit of children, to nurture 
them in goſpel love, and to labour to help 
them againſt that which would mar the 
beauty of their minds, is a debt e owe 
them, and a faithful performance of our 
duty not only tends to their laſting benefit 
and our own peace, but alſo to ren their | 

company agreeable to us. 11 

Inſtruction, thus 1 cake 
pure witneſs in the minds of ſuch children 
as are not hardened, and begets love in them 
towards thoſe who thus lead them on: but, 
where too great a number is committed to a 
tutor, and he, through much cumber, omits 
a a careful attention to the minds of children, 
there is Geer of diſorders gradually in- 
Q_ crealing 
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ereabng amongſt therm, till the effects there- 
of appear in their conduct en eee 
eaſily remedied. Hi Mic 22 
A Care hath lived un my e 1 8 ave 
time tight be em ployeld by parents, at home, 
and by tutors at — in weightily attend- 
ng 40 the ſpirit: and inclinations of children, 
that we may fo lead, inſtruct, and govern 
them, 3 tender part of life, tliat nothing 
may he omitted, in dur power, to help them 
on their way ta become the children of out 
Father, —4 is in htaven 
Meditating on the — of ſchools, 1 
our provinces, my mind hath, at times, been 
affected with e and, under. theſe exer- 
cifes, it hath appeuted to me, that, if thoſe, 
who have. large eſtates, were faithful ſtew- 
ards, and laid no rent, nor intereſt, nor 955 
demand, higher than is confiſtent with uni- 
verſal love; and if thoſe, in lower circumſtan- 


ces, would, under a moderate employ, ſhun 
unneceſſary expence, even to the ſmalleſt ar- 


ticle; and all unite in humbly ſeeking; to the 
Lord, he would graciouſly inſtruct us and 
ſtrengthen us to relieve the youth from 
various ſnares, in ine apy us tet are 
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by the 
1 light, we experience that, throu 
an mbar 0 ————— God the mind 
ſtrengtlened in obedlente and that; by gra-. 
tifying thoſe deſires which ate not of this be. 
petting ,\ thoſe approaches to him are obtruct. 
and the decelvable ſpirit gains ſtreugth. 
eh traths being as 1 0 were engtaven 
upon our hearts, and our everlattivig iütereſt 
in Chriſt 8 concerned herein; We ber 
come fervently engaged, that noxhing ma 
be nouriſhed which tends to feed p Pep 
ſelf-love in us. Thus, in pure obediencè, We 
are not only inſtructed in our duty de God, 
but alſo in the affairs which neceſſarily re. 
late to this life, and the ſpirit of truth which 
guides into all truth, leavens the mind with 
a pious centern; that * whatſoever We do, in 
6 5 may be done in His Hare.” 
Henee ſuch buildings; Aavtnurs; od, 40a 
talment⸗ ab beſt afifwer out necellities;" and 
are the leaſt likely to feed that ſelſiſii Ipirit 
which 1s our Ley} ip the moſt bus cure : 
ts us. ö 
In chis ſtate. tho mind is tender; 11 600 
wardly watchful, thab the love of gain draw 
us not into any buſineſs, which may weaken 
bur love te our heavenly Father, or bring un- 
necellary trouble to any of his creatures. 


'$: our ir winderſlandinige are © 
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Thus the wa ually opens to ceaſe from 

that f pirit, . — and things 
fetched far, which ſo mixeth with the. cuſ- 
toms of this world, and fo intrudes upon the 
true harmony of life, that the right me- 
dium of labour is very much departed from. 
And, as the minds of people are ſettled in a 
ſteady concern not to hold nor poſſeſs any 
thing but what may be held — — wi 
the ann from above, they conſider what 
they poſſeſs as the gift of God, and are in- 
* exerciſed, that in all parts of their 
conduct they may act Cable to the nature 
of the peaceable government of Chriſt. 
A little ſupports ſuch a life; and, in 2 
ſtate truly reſigned; to the Lord, the eye is 
| ſingle, to ſce what outward employ he leads 
aro, as a means of our ſubſiſtence, and a 
u care is maintained to hold to that with. 
out aunching farther... |, 
There is a harmony i in the ſeveral parts of 
| this divine work in the hearts of people; he, 

who leads them to ceaſe from thoſe gain- 
ful employments, carried on in that wiſdom 
which is from beneath, delivers alſo from the 
deſire after worldly greatneſs, and reconciles 
the mind to a life fo plain, that a little doth 
| ſuffice. 1 

- Here the real comforts of life are not Jef: 
ſened. Moderate exerciſe, in the way of true 
wiſdom, is pleaſant both to mind and body. 

F ood: ay raiment ſufficient, though i In 60 


greateſt ſim — is Accepted, wich content 
and gratitude 6G 0? de | 
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The mutual love, ſubſiſting between the 
faithful followers of Chriſt, is more pure than 
that friendſhip which is not ſeaſoned with 
humility, | how ſpecious eder the n 
e.. | 
- Where people depart from pure: Wia in 
one caſe, it is often an introduction to depart | 
from it in many more; and thus 4 ſpirit 
which ſeeks for outward greatneſs, and leads” 
into worldly wiſdom to attain it and peared f 
it, gets poſſeſſion of the mind. 

In beholding the cuſtomary de arture from 
the true medium of labour, and that unne- 
ceſſary toil which many go through, in ſup- 
porting outward n and Fan 
delicaciess 1 

In beholding how che tre calmneſs. of life- 
is changed into hurry,” and that many, by 
eagerly purſuing outward / treaſure; are in 
great danger of Wthering: as to the inward 
ſtate of the mind : 111820 
In meditating on the a of this i . 

and on the deſolations ĩt makes amon 1 00 9 
profeſſors of r I may thankfully 
acknowledge, that I often feel pure love be- 
get longings in my heart, for the exaltation 
of the peaceable Kingdom of Chriſt, and an 
engagement to labour according to the gift 
beſtowed on me, for the promoting an hüim- 


ble, plain, temperate, way of living: a; he. 4 | 


where no unneceſſary cares nor expences may 
encumber our minds, nor leſſen our 2 1 
to do good; where no deſires after riches, 
or Fm may lead into' hard dealing; 
x Q 3 where 


230 On Tut RIGHT USE ar ru r 
where. no connections with worldly-minded 
men may abate our love to God, nor weaken! 
_ a/true zeal for righteouſneſs : a life; wherein: 
wia may diligently labour for refignedneſs ta 
do, a oh ſuffer, ne our heavenly Father 
may allot for ue in e = world to 
himſelf. 01 
| \ ben be det Kaiah ha#: 1890 his 
viſion, and declared that a time was © 
wherein ſwords ſhould be beat into plough- 
he ſhares, and ſpears into/pruning-hooks, and 
that nation ſhould not lift up fword againſt 
*< nation; nor learn war any mote; he im- 
mediately, directs the minds of people to the 
divine Welker in this remarkable language, 
% O houſe of Jacob, come ye and let OR 
in the hght of the Lord. Iſatah ii. 3. 
To wait for the direction of this Light; in 
alli temporal as well as ſpiritual concerns, ap- 
neceſſary; fox if in any caſe we enter 
lightly into temporal affairs, without feeling 
this ſpirit of truth to open our way therein, 
and: the loue of this | world proceed 
a k for gain by that buſineſs, or 
3 which, is not © the Father, but of 
the world, 1 John is. 16, we fail in our 
teſtimony, to 45 purity and peace of his go- 


_ .  verqment, F 


chaſtiſement. 
This matter kak lis Mer on my „mind, 
it being evident, that a life KG huwble; leſs. 
ſnnple SS plain, than that which Chriſt- 
leads his ſheep into, does neceſſarihy require 
BR ſupport, which. 88 does not pro- 


4 $ vide 
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vide for; hence there is no 7 — ty of our 
being a peculiar people, fo zealous of good 
« works;/ as to e no cee with works 
« of darkneſs,” Titurii 14. Ephef v. 11. 
while we have wants 80 ſupply which have 
their foundation in euſtom, and do not come 
n the meaning of theſe reffions,” 

« yout heavenly Father kneweth t ye have” | 
« need of all theſe things. Matt. 115 32. 

Theſe things which * beholds ne 
for his people, "ag fails not to give Hem" in 
his own way and time but as his ways Are 
above dur ways; and His thoughts ahove Gur 


thoughts, ſo imagin wants are differnt 5 
from thels things whic he 9 that we 85 
have need of. 160 001047 ne 110 


As my Data have Won or” this 
on compaſſion hath filled my heart to- 
my x gall th involved in cuſ- 

hot, grown up in “ the wiſdom of this 
« world, which is fooliſhneſs with God,” 
1 Cor. iii. 19 ; and O that the youth may 
be ſo thoroughly experienced in an humble 
walking before the Lord, that they may be 
his children, and know him to be their re- 
fuge, their ſafe unfailing refuge, through the 


various dangers W this uncertain ſtate 
of being. 


If thoſe whoſe minds are reid from 
the love of wealth, and who are content with 
a plain, ſimple, way of living, do yet find that 
to conduct the affairs of a family, without 
giving countenance to unrighteous proceed- 


N r 
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If this be the caſe, how lamentably do they 
expoſe themſelves to temptations, who give 
way to the love of riches, conform to expen- 
five living, and reach forth for gain, to ſup- 
port cuſtoms, which our holy Shepherd leads 
OP ĩ ͤ . ˙² houom won 44 
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"AND HOW IT, 18. 10 BE MAINTAINED... 


rd printed in the Year 1770. 


M1ican v. 7. 


And the remnant of Jacob ſhall be in the 
be of many people as a dew from the Lord, 

as the ſhowers upon the graſs, that tarrieth not 

for man, nor waiterh fo the ſons of men. 85 


INTRODUCTION. 


| . S mankind from one arent are divided into 
ny families, as trading to ſea is 


greatly 2 within a few ages aft ; amidſt 
this extended commerce, how neceſſary it it ' that 


the Poet Nee ä of Cbriſt keep JO Joh ] 


. 


26/7] THFRAMUCET ION ( 73 
holy name, and be employed about trade and 
traffic no farther than —— equity evi- 
dentiy gecompany / ! that we may give no juſt 
cauſe none ant or un- 
able to plead their own C © a 1d. may continu- 
ally keep in view the ſpreading of 5 true and 
3 2 his fon Teſus 
Chriff amongſt our fellow - creatures, which, 
through his infinite love, ſome feel to oe nore 
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ND E R the bumbling diſpenſatiom 
of the Father of mereies, I have felt 


an 2 labour for the good of my fellow- 


creatures, and a concern that the holy Spirit, 
which alone can reſtore mankind to a ſtate of 
true harmony, may with ingle 
be waited for and followed. 
I «ruſt these are many under that Mette 
which, 1 faithfully 2 to, will make 
them quiek of dae in the fear of 
the Lord, and TT ify with firmneſs to be 
true patterns of the - chriſtian life, Who in 
living —— walking may hold forth an invita- 
tion to others, to come out of the entangle - 
ments of the ſpirit of this world. 70 gh} 71 7 


. 


* 


nels! eg · haart 
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And that which I feel firſt to expreſs is a 
care for thoſe who 5 in circumſtances which 
appear difficult, with reſpect to ſupporting 
che families in a way hifferable to Res wit. 
dom, © that they may not be diſcouraged, but 
remember that, in humbly obeying the lead- 
ing of Chriſt, he owneth. us as his friends; 
« Ye are my friends if ye do whatſoever I 
% command you; and to be a friend to 

Chriſt is to be united to him who hath all 
power in heaven and in earth; and, though a 
woman may forget her ſucking child, yet will 
he not forget his faithful ones. 
The condition of many who dwell in cities 
hath often affected me with a brotherly ſym- 
pathy, attended with a deſire that reſignation 
may be laboured for; and, where the holy 
Leader directeth to a country-life, or ſome 
change of employ, he may be faithfully fol- 
lowed 7; for under the refining hand of the 
Lord, I have ſeen that the inhabitants of ſome 
cities are greatly increaſed, through ſome 
branches of buſineſs Which his holy Spirit 
doth not lead into; and that being entangled 
in theſe things tends to bring a cloud over 


the minds of people convinced of the lead- 


ings of this holy Leader, and obſtructs the 
coming of the kingdom of Chriſt on earth as 

| it is in heaven. 2 Kn, bits bio 247 
Now, if we indulge a deſire to imitate our 
neighbours in thoſe things which harmonize 
not with the true Chriſtian walking, theſe 
entanglements may hold faſt to us, and 56 
DAR. | | Who, 
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who, in an awakening time, feel tender ſcru- 
ples, with reſpect 


noted in the church, ho yet may not be re- 
fined from every degree of droſs; and, by 


looking on theſe examples, and deſiring to 


ſupport their families in a way pleaſant to 
the natural mind, there may be danger of the 


worldly wiſdom gaining ſtrength in them, and 


— manner of «life, 
may look on the example of others more 


of their departure from that pure feeling of 


truth, which, if. faithfully attended to, would 


| trably contentment in the divine will even in 
@ very low: eſtate. 


One, formerly ſoaking on. the. "prialiinble- 55 


5 of true Aan ſaitl: He chat 
troubles not himſelf with anxious thoughts 
for more than is neceſſary lives little lefs 
than the life of angels, whilſt by a mind 
content with little, he imitates their want 
of noche ; Cave 8 Primitive d 6.2 
page 311 
lt is not e fags Tertullian, that 2 


"Chriſtian: be chaſte and modeſt; but he muſt 


appear, to be ſo: a virtue, of which he ſhould 
have ſo grrat a ſtore, that it ſhould-flow from 
his mind upon his habit, and break from the 
retirements of his conſcience into the ſuper- 
ficies of his life.” Same book, Page. 43. 

„The garments we wear, fays Clemens, 


ought to de mean and frugal: that is true 


ſimplicity of habit which takes away What is 
vain and ſuperfluous; that the beſt and moſt 
ſolid garment which is the W. from eu- 
rioſity.“ g Fege oy * leg C1 164} 11310 B. f * 
et 1 f Though 


* 
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Though the change from 
by a motion ſo as ſcareeſy to be per- 
ceived: yer when night is come we behold it 
wr different from the day; and thus, a8 
become wiſe: in their own eyes and 
t in their own fight, cuſtoms riſe up 
om the ſpirit of this world, and ſpread by 
Artie and little, till a departure from the 
fim chat there is in Chriſt becomes as 
di ſtinguiſhable as light from d Atul luth 
21 are cracified/tv: the world. . 
Our holy Shepherd, to Sat his Bock 
in firmneſs and perſeverance, reminds them 
of his love for them, Av the Father hath 
ved me, ſo have I loved you; continue 
o ein my love; and in another place graci- 
ly points out the danger of ting there 
— by going into unſuitable employments; 
This he repreſents in the fimilitude of offence 
from that uſeful active member, che hand; 
and, to fix the inſtruction the deeper, names 
the right hand, If thy right hand offend 
*/ thee; cut it off and caſt it from ther - If 
thou feeleſt offence in thy employment, hum- 
bly follow-him who leads into all truth, and 
is a ſtrong and faithful Friend: to dan who 
are teſigned to him 
Again, he pvints out choſd thinks which, 
_ appearing pleaſant to the naturul mind, 
not beſt for dy in the fimilitude-. of offence 
from the eye, If thy'right eye offend thee, 
* plack it out and vbaſt it from thee:” To 
pluck out the eye, or cut off the hand, is at- 


to night i — 


tended with ſharp 5 ; and bow gy 1 


8 217" r 
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the inſtruction Which car Redeemer! thus 
opens to us | that e may not faint underahe 
moſt painful trials, dus put out truſt in hin, 
even in him we ſent an 
in the wilderheſs ! who fed a multitude wich - 
a few barley. loaves, and is now as attentive 
to the wants ef his people as ever. 
The prophet Ifaiah repreſents the | 
tous doings of the Iſraelites toward the 
as the fruits of an effeminate life, As fut my - 
people, children are their op m——_—_— and 
= ADE Ge GE 0 ye | 
that ys beat my eto pieces, and 
the faces of the 1 ſa elend cent | 
Then he mentions the haughtineſs of the 
daughters of Sion, and enumerates mah or. 
naments, as inſtances of their vanity, ta up- 
hold which the poor were ſo hardly dealt 
with, that he ſets forth their poverty, their 
leanneſs, and inability to help themfelves, in 
the fimilitude ef a man maimed by violence, 
or beaten to pieces, and forced to an n 
painful operation of having his face e | 
worn away in the manner of grinding. 
And 1 thay here add, that, at times, wheh | 

1 have felt true love open my heart towards 
my fellow - creatures; wy been e ged ih 
weighty converſation in tlie cauſe of righte- 
oufneſs, the inſtructions I have ese un- 
der theſe exerciſes; in regard to the true uſe 
of the outward gifts of God; have 2 or 

8 Dy NE Tt On oa 


Kh I 1 bete 


angel to feed Elijah a, 


_ £40 O SNN Tn LORD. iN oon 
ud have hers beheld; how the defire - to 
ide . 7 ja a peg" life 
grievouſly. many, and been 

Me Cares to [their offspring; and though = 
imme Rave with a ſenſe of their 
diſfieulties, and N deſirous, at times, 
to be helped out of them; yet, for want of 
- abiding —— the humblin ag power power. 75 truth, 

they have continued in the lements; 
for in remaining — to this world, 
and giving way to a delicate. life, this ex- 
pense way: of living, in parents 1 1 in 
children, ab called OT Aa large e eng 
in an ſwering chis call the fades of the poor” 
have been Sigh: away, and ande thin eng 
hard deal ing. LIL 110 Wg 
There ig balm, theee i is a phyſician 3 nnd | 
| ©-wihat longings do I feel l that we may em- 

| the means appointed for our healing, 
and Know that removed which: now miniſters. 
cauſe, for the cries of many people, to aſcend 
to heaven againſt their oppreſſors, and that we 
may ſee the true harmony reſtoredlli 
Behold . how good and how pleaſant i it is 
Ls for brethren. to dvrell together. in unity!“ 

'T he nature of this unity is thus opened by 
the apoſtle :. If we walk in the light, as 
£ Chriſt is in the 11 ght, we ſhall have fellow 


13 4 Mip one with — ob and the 3 of 


Chriſt will cleanſe us from all ſin.“, 
- The. land may be; polluted with 8 


* blood, which. like PA blood of Abel may cry 85 


do the Almighty; but thoſe who “ walk in 
4 2 che licht as Chriſt is in * light, they 


know 
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know the L 


« fin.” 1 


- 


Walkingisa phraſe frequently uſed, — 
ture, to repreſent our journey through life, 


and appears to comprehend the various affairs 
and tranſactions properly relating to our be- 
F 0 his Re 
Chriſt, being the light, dwells always in the 
light; and if our walking be thus, and in 
every affair and concern we faithfully follow 
this divine Leader, he preſerves from giving 
juſt cauſe for any to quarrel] with us; and; 
where this foundation is laid, and mutually 
kept to, by families converſant with each o- 
ther, the way is open for theſe comforts in 
ſociety, which our heavenly Father intends 
as a part of our happineſs in this world; and 
then we may experience the goodneſs and 
leaſantneſs of dwelling together in unity; 
* where ways of living take place, which 


amb of God, who taketh away 


tend to oppreſſion, and, in the purſuit f 


wealth, people do that to others Which they _ 
know would not be acceptable to themſelves, 
either in exerciſing an abſolute power over 
them, or otherwiſe laying on them unequit- 


able burdens; here a fear, leſt that meaſure 


ſhould be meted to them which they have 
meaſured to others, incites a care to ſupport 
that by craft and cunning devices which ſtands 
not on the firm foundation of righteouſneſs: 
thus the harmony of ſociety is broken, and 
from hence commotions and wars do fre- 
quently ariſe in the world. P 
vets oft Fi 1: e 


242 On Sexvixne THE LORD IN ove 
Come out of Babylon, le, that 
ye be not partakers o* her ru Mgr xn ye 
receive not of her plagues.” Rev. xv. 3, 4. 
This Babel, or Babylon, was built in the 
ſpirit of ſelf-exaltation: . Let us build us a 
c city and a tower, whoſe top may reach to 
40 heaven, and let us make us a name. Gen, 
xi. 4. In departing from an humble truſt in 
God, and following a ſelfiſn ſpirit," people 
have intentions to get the upper-hand of their 
fellow - creatures, privately meditate on means 
toobtaintheirends, and havealan guage” in their 
hearts which is hard to underſtand. In Babel 
the language i is confounded. Ye Os 36795 
This city is repreſented as a a place of buſi- 
rinks; ahd thoſe Sniptoges i in it -as merchants 
of the earth: The merchants of the earth 
* are waxed rich through the abundance of 


„ her delicacies.” Rev. xviii. 3. 


And it is remarkable, in this call, that a 
n from the Father of mercies is, My 
people, Come out of Babylon, my people!” 
Thus his tender mercies are toward us in an 
imperfect ſtate; and, as we faithfully attend 
to the call, the path 'of righteouſneſs'1s more 
and more opened; cravings, ' which have not 
their foundation in pure wiſdom, more and 
more ceaſe; and, in an inward purity of 
heart, we experience a reſtoration of that 
which was loſt at Babel, repreſented by the 
(inf ired prophet in the RY of a pure 
* language.” Zeph. iii. 9. 5 
y for them who humbly. attend to 


the NY yy Come out of Babylon, my people.” 
For 
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For though in going forth we may meet with 


trials, which for a time may be painful, yetz 
as We bow in true humility, and continue in 
it, an evidence 1s felt that God only is wiſe; 
and that, in weaning us from all that is ſelf- 
iſh, he prepares the way to a quiet habitation 
where all our deſires are bounded by his wiſ- 
dom. And an exerciſe of ſpirit attends ie, 
that we, Who are convinced of the pure lead- 
ings of truth, may how in the deepeſt »reve- 
rence, and ſo watchfully regard this leader, 
that many, who are grievoully entangled in a 
wilderneſs of vain cuſtoms, may look upon 
us, and be inſtructed. And Ohl that ſuch; as 
have plenty of this world's goods, may be 
faithful in that with which they are entruſt- 
ed l and example others in the true Chriſtian 
Our bleſſed Saviour, ſpeaking on worldly 
greatneſs, compares himſelf to one waiting 
and attending on a company at dinner: 
«© Whether is greater, he that ſitteth at meat 
6e or he that ſerveth? Is not he that ſitteth 
% at meat? but I am amongſt you as he that 
« ſervcth.”. Luke ri. . 
Thus, in a world greatly diſordered, where 
men aſpiring to outward greatneſs were wont 
to oppreſs others to ſupport their deſigns, he, 
who was of the higheſt deſcent, being the 
Son of God, and greater than any amongſt 
the greateſt families of men, by his example 
and doctrines forecloſed his followers from 
claiming any ſhew of outward greatneſs, from 
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any ſuppoſed ſuperiority in themſelves, or 
derived from their anceſtor s. ? 
He, who was greater than earthly princes, 0 
was not only and low of heart, but his 


outward. a — was plain and lowly, ill 
and _—_ e ſtain the an of this 


— „uuns the de of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer of whom the beloved diſciple faid, 
He, that ſaith he abideth in him, ought : alſo 

to walk even as he walked.” 
John Bradford, who ſuffered erden 
0 — queen Mary, wrote a letter to his 
friends out of . priſon, a ſhort time before he 
was | burnt, in which are theſe expreſſions; 
<<; Conſider your dignity as children of God 
and temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and mem- 
bers of Chriſt; be aſhamed therefore to think, 
4 or do any thing, unſeemly for God's 

ildren and the firs of of Chrit Fo Fox 8 
AQzs and puerto page N 
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- On the example of CHRIST. 


4 A. S my mind hath been brouglit into a 
brotherly feeling with the poor, as to 


1 : the things of this life, who are under trials 
in regard to getting a living in a way an- 
ſwerable to the purity of truth; a labour of 

cart 
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heart hath attended me, that their way may 
not be made difficult through the love of mo- 
ney in thoſe whoaretriedwith plentifuleſtates, 

but that they with tenderneſs. of ROPE: _ | 
ſympathize with them. 

It was the ſaying of our bleſſed Recidatraniday 
Ve cannot ſerve God and Mammon.“ There 
is a 2 feeling of the way of purity, a wa 
in which the wiſdomof the world hath no part, 
but is opened by the ſpirit of truth, and is 
called the way of holineſs; a way, in which 
the traveller is employed in watching unto + 
prayer; and the outward gain we get in this 
journey is conſidered asa truſt committed tous 
by 11M who formed and ſup orts the world. 
andis therightful director of the uſe Wil apt 
cation of the product of it. 

Now, except the mind be preſerved chaſte, | 
there is no ſafety for us; but, in an eſtran 
ment from true reſignation, the ſpirit of the 
world caſts up a way, in which gain is _ 
times principally attended to, and in whic 
there is aſelfiſh application of outward reg 
ſures. | 

How agreeable to the true e of "a | 
ciety is that exhortation of the apoſtle! 
Look not every man on his ow]n things, 
but every man on the things of others. 
Let this mind be in you whic was er in 
* Chriſt Jeſus. 4 

A perſon in outward proſperity may have 
the power of obtaining riches, but, the ſame 
| wind —_ in him which is in C 195 Jeſus, 


1 93 he 
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he may feel a! tenderneſs of heart toward 
thoſe of low degree; and, inſtead of ſetting 
himſelf above them, may look upon it as an 
unmerited favour that his way through life 
is more eaſy than the way of many others; 
may improve every opportunity of leading 

forth out of thoſe: cuſtoms which have en- 

tangled the family; employ his time in look - 
ing into the wants of the poor members; and 
hold forth ſuch a perfect example of humili- 
ation, that the pure witneſs may be reached in 
many minds, and the way opened for a har- 

* monious walking togetg er. 

Jeſus Chriſt, in promoting the happineſs 
of others, was not deficient in looking for the 
helpleſs Who lay in obſcurity, nor did he 
ſave any thing to. render himſelf honourable 
amongſt men, which might have been of 
more uſe to the weak members in his Father's 
family; of | whoſe compaſſion toward us 1 
may no {peak a little. He, who was per- 
fectly happy in himſelf,” moved with infinite 
love, took not upon him the nature of an- 
gels, but our imperfect nature, and 
therein wreſtled with the temptations which 
attend us in this life; and, being the Son of 

HIM who is greater than earthly princes, yet 
became a companion to poor ſincere-heart- 

ed men; and, though he gave the cleareft 
evidence that divine power attended him, yet 

the moſt unfavourable conſtructions were 
framed by a ſelf-righteous people; thoſe 
miracles repreſented as the effect of a diabo- 

- lical power; and endęavours uſed to im 
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him hateful, as having his miſſion from the 
prince of darkneſs: nor did their envy ceaſe 
till they took him like a criminal and brought 

him to trial. Though ſome may affect to 
carry the appearance of being unmoved at 


the apprehenſion of diſtreſs, our dear Re- 


deemer, who was perfectly ſincere, having 
the ſame human nature which we have, and 
feeling, a little before he was apprehended; 
the weight of that work upon him for which 


he came into the world, was ſorrowful 


« even unto death: here the human nature 
ſtruggled to be excuſed from a cup ſo bitter; 
but his prayers centered in reſignation: Not 
my will, but thine; be done. In this con- 
flict, ſo great was his agony, that“ ſweat, 
„ like drops of blood, fell from him to the 
„ ground.“ F 
Behold now, as foretold by the prophet, he 
is in a judicial manner“ numbered with the 


_ *« tranſgreffors.” Behold him, as ſome poor 


man of no reputation, ſtanding before the 


high-prieſt and elders, and before Herod and 
Pilate, where witneſſes appear againſt him, 
and he, mindful of the moſt gracious deſign 
of his coming, declineth to plead in his on 
defence, but, as a ſheep that is dumb be- 
fore his ſnearer, ſo he, under many accuſati- 
ons, revilings, and buffetings, remaineth fi- 
lent. ' And, though he ſignified to Peter that 
he had acceſs to power ſuffioient to overthrow 
all.their outward forces, yet, retaining a reſig- 
nation to ſuffer for the fins of mankind, he 
exerted not that power, but permitted.them 
* : to 
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to go on ia their malicious deſigns, and pro 
nounce him to be worthy of death, even him 
who was perfect in goodneſs: thus, in his 
« humiliation, his judgement was taken a- 
% way, and he, like ſome vile criminal, 
“ led as a lamb to the ſlaughter.” Under 
theſe heavy trials (though poor unſtable Pilate 
was convinced of his inocence, yet) the peo- 
ple Raney looked upon him as a deceiver 
and blaſphemer, and the approaching puniſh- 
ment as a juſt judgement upon him: Th 
«© eſteemed him ſmitten of God and afflicted.” 
So great had been the ſurprize of his diſciples, 
at his being taken by armed men, that they 
**. forfook him and fled: thus they hid their 
faces from him; he was deſpiſed; and b 
their conduct it appeared as though they ef. 
teemed him not.” e 
But, contrary to that opinion, of his being 
ſmitten of God and afflicted, it was for our 
fakes that he was put to grief: he was 
% wounded for our tranſgreſſions; he was 
„ bruiſed for our iniquities; and, under the 
weight of them, manifeſting the deepeſt com- 
| on for the inſtruments of his miſery, la- 
boured as their advocate, and, in the deeps of 
affliction, with an unconquerable patience, 
cried aut, Father, forgive them; they know 
* not what they do!)! Ec 
Now, this mind being in us, which was 
in Chriſt Jeſus, it removes, from our hearts, 
the deſire of ſuperiority, worldly honour, or 
greatneſs; a deep attention is felt to the di- 
vine counſellor, and an ardent engagement 


2 
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to promote, as far as we may be enabled, the 


happineſs of mankind univerſally, This ſtate, | 


where every motion from a ſelfiſh ſpirit yield- 

eth to pure love, I may, with gratitude to the 
Father of mercies, acknowledge, is often o- 
pened before me, as a pearl to dig after, at- 
tended with a living concern, that, amongſt 
the many nations and families on the earth, 


thoſe who believe on the Meſſiah, that he 


i« was manifeſted to deſtroy the works of the 
* devil,” and thus to © take away the ſins of 
the world,” may experience the will of our 
heavenly F ather - may be done on earth 
« as it is in heaven.” Strong are the defires 
I often fee], that this holy profeſſion may re- 
main unpolluted, and the believers in Chriſt 
may ſo abide in the pure inward feeling of his 
ſpirit, that. the wiſdom from above may ſhine 
forth in their living, as a light by which others 
may be inſtrumentally helped on their Ways * 
the true menfous iin 


CHA ig . 


o, Merebandizing.. 


HERE the treaſures of pars: 0 are 
25 ned, and we obediently follow him 

who is th light of life, the mind becomes 
chaſte, and a care is felt that the unction from 
the Holy One war fo. be our r leader in ara; un- 
vi ppb | | _ 
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In being crucified to the world, n 
off from that friendſhip which is enmity with 
God, and dead to the cuſtoms and faſhions 
which have not their foundation in the truth, 
the way is prepared to lowlineſs in outward 
living, and to a diſentanglement from thoſe 
fnares' which attend the love of money; and 
where the faithful friends of Chriſt are fo ſi- 
tuated that merchandize appears to be their 
duty, they feel a reſtraint from proceeding 
farther han he owns their proceeding, being 
convinced that we are not our own, but are 
bought with a price, that none of us may 
<< live to ourſelves, but to him who died for 
7% us.“ 2 Corin. v. 15. Thus they are taught 
not only to keep to a moderate advance and 
uprightneſs in their dealings, but to conſi- 
der the tendency of their proceeding ; to do 
nothing which they know would operate a- 
gainſt the cauſe of andverſal righteouſneſs; and 
to keep continually in view the ſpreading of 
the peaceable kin gdom of Chriſt Nen n 
mankind. 5 
The prophet Ifaiah fpaks op the gathered 
church, in the ſimilitude of a city, where 
many being employed were all preſerved in 
pur ity: They ſhall call them the holy peo- 
ple, the For far of the Lord, and thou 
1 fhalt be called ſought out, a city not for- 
„ ſaken. Ixiii. 10. And the apoſtle, after 
mentioning the myſtery of Chriſt's ſufferings, 
exhorts, Be ye holy in all manner of con- 
* verſation. I Pet. i. 15. There is a con- 
verſation neceſſary in trade; and there is a 
111 converſation 
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- converſation ſo foreign from the nature of 
Chriſt's kingdom, that it ĩs repreſented in the 
fimilitude of one man puſhing another with 
a warlike weapon: There is that ſpeaketh 
« like the piercings of a ſord. Prov. xii. 18. 
Now, in all our concerns, it is neceſſary that 
the leading of the ſpirit of Chriſt be N 
waited for and faithfully followed, as the on- 
ly means of being — chaſte as an bar 
people, who < in all things are circumſpect 
Exod. xxiii. 13. that nothing wedo may 
the appearance of approbation of the works — 
wickedneſs, make the unrighteous more at eaſe 
in unrighteouſneſs, or occaſion the injuries 
committed againſt the oppreſſed _ Hats 
f lightly looked Over. 3217 11 0 5 
Where morality is ; kept toads ſupported 
by the inhabitants of a country, there is a 
certain reproach attends thoſe individuals a- 
mongſt them, who manifeſtly deviate there- 
from. Thus, if a perſon of good report is 
charged with ſtealing goods out of an open 
ſhop in the day- time, and on a publie trial 
found guilty, and the law in that caſe put in 
execution, he therein ſuſtains a loſs of repu- 
tation; but, if he be convicted a ſecond and 
third time of the like offence, his good name 
would ceaſe. amongſt ſuch as knew theſt 
things. If his neighbour, reputed an honeſt 
man, were charged with buying goods of 
this thief, at a time when the purchaſer knew 
they were ſtolen, and on a public trial found 
guilty, this purchaſer would , meet with diſ- 
2 en 1 we if he perſiſted in buying ſtolen 


goods, 
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goods, knowing them to be ſuch, and was 
publicly convicted thereof a ſecond and third 


time, he would no longer be confidered as an 
— Honeſt man by them who knew theſe 2 
nor would it appear of good to be 
found in his company, buying his traffic, 
till ſome evident tokens of ſincere repentance 
in him. But where iniquity is 
cortimitted openly, and the authors of it are 
not brought to juſtice, nor put to ſhame, 
their hands grow ſtrong. Thus the general 
corruption of the Jews, ſhortly: before their 
Rate was broken up by the ena ing is de- 
ſcribed by their boldneſs in impiety ; for, as 
their leaders were connected together in wick- 
edneſs, they ſtrengthened one another, and 
4 confident : ** Were they aſhamed when 
. they had committed abominations? nay, 
they were not at all aſhamed, neither could 
< they bluſh.” Jer. vi. 15. On which account 
the Lord thus expoſtulates with them; What 
, hath my beloved to do in my houſe, - mm 
„ ſhe hath wrought lJewdnefs with many 

% and the holy fleſh is paſſed from _ 
% hen thou doeſt evil, then thou rejoiceſt. ; 
Jer. Ki. 15. 

Now the faithful friends of Chriſt, who 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, and in- 
wardly breathe that his kingdom may come 
on earth as it is in heaven, he teacheth 
to be quick of underſtanding i in his fear, and 
40 be very attentive to the means he may ” | 
point for promoting pure righteouſneſs in t 
aneh; — as ſhame is due to thoſe _ 

Works 
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works manifeſtly operate againſt the gracious 


defign of his ſufferings for us a care lives 


—— . no wrong cuſtoms, however 
biaſs their ts, but 
2 95 gore: may ay hembly abide under the — F 
and be preſerved in a conduct which ma 
contribute to ſtrengthen the hands — 
wicked in their wickedneſs, or to remove 
ſhame from thoſe to Whom it is juſtiy due. 
The coming of that day is zus in which | 
we experience the truth of this expreſſion 3 
«© The Lord, our righteouſneſs,” Jer. xiii. 6. 
and feel him to be re unto us nen 
« and ſanctification.“ "= 
The example of a righteous man is des 
lookbd* at with attention. Where righteous - 
men join in buſineſs their company gives en- 
couragement to others; and as one grain of 
incenſe, deliberately offered to the prince of 
this world, renders an offering to God in that 
ſtate unacceptable; and from thoſe eſteemed 
leaders of people may be injurious to the 
weak; it requires deep humility of heart to 
follow 3 who alone gives ſound - 
wiſdom and the ſpirit of true diſcerning; and 


Oh! how neceſſary it is to conſider os "ou 5 


of a holy profeſſion! 
The conduct of ſome formerly nave oeca- 
ſion of complaint againſt them; · Thou haſt 
«« defiled thy ſanctuaries by the multitude of 
<* thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy 
« traffic.” Ezek. xxviii. 18. And in ſeveral 
fad it is charged againſt Iſrael thrae they 
ad PE 'the holy name. | = 50 
0 


” 
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The prophet Iſaiah repreſents inward ſanc- 
tification in the anne of bein Purged | 
from that which is fuel for fire dS 
cularly deſcribes the outward fruits, wh 
— thoſe whodwell in this inward. of 
line(s;,,;** they walk righteouſly. and 5 
uprightly. By? walking, he repreſents the 
| ne y through life as a righteous, journey; 
and, be ſpeaking uprightly, ſeems to point 
at that Which Moſes appears to have had in 
view when he thus expreſſed himſelf: Thou 
0 ſhalt not follow a multitude to do evil, 
nor ſpeak in a caſe, to decline after many, 
* to wreſt judgement. Exod. xxiii. 2. 
Fe goes on to ſhew their firmneſs in 8 5 
— them as perſons ſuperior to all 
arts of getting money which have not 
neſs for their. foundation: They 
« deſpiſe the gain of oppreſſions. And, far-- 
ther. he ſhews how careful they are that no 
| proſpects of gain may induce them to become 
partial in judgement, reſpecting an injury: 
„ They ſhake their bands from. holding 
« bribes,” lhe: oi 
Again, A een any K is fo — 
_— ſhedding blood that the cry of innocent 
blood goes alſo with it, he points out their 
care, to keep innocent blood from crying 
againſt them, in the ſimilitude of a man, ſtop- 
Ping his ears to prevent a ſound from enter- 
his head: They ſtop their ears from 
Nearing blood ; 1 — where they know 
2 — wickedneſs is committed, he points out, 
3 with care, that they do not, by an unguarded 
„Ar friendſhip 
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friendſhip with the authors of it, appear like 
unconcerned lookers-on, but as people ſo 
deeply affected with ſorrow that they cannot 
endure to ſtand by and behold it; this He re- 
preſents in the ſimilitude of a man ſhutting 
„ his eyes from ſeeing evil. 

Who, amongſt us, ſhall dwell wich the 
* ce bvedrlich fire? Who, amongſt us, ſhall dwell 
«with everlaſting burnings? He that walk- 
eth righteouſly and ſpeaketh uprighely : he 
that deſpiſeth the gain of oppreſſions, that 
4 ſhaketh His hands from holding of: bribes; - 
that ſtoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, 
< and ſhutteth his eyes from ay evil.” 
Iſaiah xxxiii. i 1 Hs 

He'proeeeds, in the ſpirit of wl is | 
ſuew how the faithful, being ſupported under 
temptations, would be preſerved from that 
defilement that there is in the love of money; 
that as they; who, in a. reverent Waiting on 
God, feel their ſtrength renewed, ars fait to 
<© mount upward,” ſo, here, their preſervation , 
from the'ſnare of unrighteous igain1s'repre- 
ſented in the "likeneſs: of a man, borne up 
above all crafty artful means of getting the 
advantage of another; They ſhall dwell on 
„ high;” and points out os ſtability and 
firmneſs of their condition, His place of 
defence ſhall be the munitions of rocks: 
and that, under all the outward appearances 
of loſs; in denying himſelf of gainful profits, 
for tiohteouſheſs fake, yet, through the care 
of him who provides for the ſparrows, he 
ſhould have a ſupply anſwerable to his infi- 


81 , nite 


1 
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nite wiſdom: Bread ſhall: be him; 
. his Waters ſhall be ſure.” And as our Sa- 
viour mentiong the ſight of God to be attain- 


able by the pure in heart, fo here the pro- 
phet 


| harmonious nature of his kingdom; 

_ +. thine eyes ſhall ſee the king in his beauty: 
and that 

which/attend the righteous, to “a habitati- 

e on eternal in the heavens,” they with an 

eye divinely open Bal hohbald the land that 
« is very far off. 

« He ſhall dwell on ; bigh, hin place of fon 
ic fence ſhall be the munitions of rocks, bread 
«© ſhall be given him, his waters ſhall be ſure. 
* Thine eyes ſhall ſee the king in his beauty; 


* they ſhall behold: the land chat is very far 


0 off. Ifaiah xxxiii. 16, 17. 

often remember, and to me the ſubject 
is awful, that the great Judge of all the earth 
doth that which is right, and that he, be- 
0 fore whom the nations are as the drop of 
% a bucket, is no reſpecter of perſons.” 
Happy for them, who, like the inſpired pro- 


for him.“ Ifaiah-xxvi. 8S. 

When we feel him to ſet as a refiner with 
fre, and know a reſignedneſs wrought in us 
to that which he appoints for us, his bleſſing, 
in a very low eſtate, is found to be more 
-cious than much outward treaſure in the 


ways of life where the pg go * his ſpirit 
n not followed. 


The 


pointed out, how in true ſanctification 
the underſtanding is opened, to behold the 


beyond all the afflictions, 


ches, in the way of his judgements wait 
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The prophet, in a fight of divine work a- 
mongſt many people, declared in the name 
of the Lord, I will gather all nations and 
„tongues, and they ſhall come and ſee my 
« glory.” Ifaiah 1371 18. And again,“ From 
the fiſing of the ſun to the going down of 
« the ſame, my name ſhall be great amongſt 
« the Gentiles, and in every place incenſe 
* ſhall be offered to my name, and a pure 
„offering.“ Malachi 1. 11. 
Behold here how the prophets had an in- 
ward ſenſe of the ſpreading of the kingdom ; 
of Chriſt; and how he was fpoken of as one 
who ſhould “ take the heathen for his inhe-. 
« ritance, and the utmoſt parts of the earth 
« for his poſſeſſion.” Pſal. ii. 8. That © he 
« was given for a light to the Gentiles ; and 
« for teen to the ends of the ark. of 
Iſaiah xlix. 6. 
When we meditate on this divine wth a8 
a work of ages, a work that the prophets felt 
long before Chriſt appeared viſibly on earth, 
and remember the bitter agonies he endured” 
when he** poured out his ſoul unto death,” i 
that the heathen nations, as. well as deer 
might come to the knowledge of the truth 
and be ſaved. | 
When we contemplate on this marvellous 
work, as that which „ the angels defire ts 
« Jook into,” 1 Pet. i. 12. and behold peo 
ple amongſt whom this light hath eminently 
broken forth, and Who have received many 
favours from the bountiful! hand of our hea-. 
. Father; not * indifferent with re- 
8 | ſpect 


— 
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_ to publiſhing the glad tidings amongſt 
e Gentiles, as yet fitting in darkneſs and 
entangled with many ſuperſtitions; but a- 
ny after wealth and worldly honours, 
take hold of means to obtain their ends, 
tending to ſtir up wrath and indignation, 
and to beget an abhorrence in them. to the 
name of Chriſtianity ; when theſe things are 
weightily attended to, how mournful 1s the 
_ ſubject! e 
It is worthy of remembrance, that people 
in different ages, deeply baptiſed into the na- 
ture of that work for which Chriſt ſuffered, 
have joyfully offered up their liberty and lives 
for the promoting of it in the earth, — 
Polycarp, who was reputed a diſciple of St. 
John, having attained to a great age, was at 
length ſentenced to die for his religion, and, 
being brought to the fire, prayed nearly as 
follows: Thou God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom 1 have received 
the knowledge of thee! O God of the angels. 
and powers, and of every living creature, 
and of all ſorts of juſt men which live in thy 
preſence; I thank thee ! that thou haſt gra- 
ciouſly vouchſafed this day and this hour to 
allot me a portion among the number of 
martyrs, among the people of Chriſt, unto 
the reſurrection of everlaſting life; among 
"whom I ſhall be received in thy fight, this 
day, as. a fruitful and acceptable ſacrifice; 
- wherefore for all this, I praiſe thee, I bleſs. 


„ "thee, I glorify thee, through the everlaſting 


High-Prieſt, Jeſus Chriſt, thy well beloved 


Son; 


* 
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Son; to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghoſt 
be all glory, world without end! Amen.” +, 

Biſhop Latimer, when ſentence of death, 
by fire, was pronounced againſt him; on ac- 
count of his firmneſs in the cauſe of religion, . 
ſaid, „I thank God moſt heartily! that 
he hath prolonged my life to this end; that 
I may, in this caſe, glorify him by this kind 
of death.” Fox's Acts and Mon. 936. | 

William Dewſbery, who had ſuffered much 
for his religion, in his laſt ſickneſs, encou- 
raging his friends to faithfalneſs, made men- 
tion, like good old Jacob, of the loving kind- - 
neſs of God to him in the courſe of his life, 
and that, through the power of divine love, 
he for Chriſt's ſake had joyfully entered pri- 
ſons. See introduction to his works. © 

I mention theſe, as a few examples, out of 
many, of the powerful operation of the ſpirit 
of Chriſt, where people are fully devoted to 
it, and of the ardent longings in their minds 
for the ſpreading of his kingdom amongſt 
mankind. Now to thoſe, in the preſent age, 
who truly know Chriſt, and feel the nature 
of his peaceable government opened in their 
underſtandings, how loud is that call Where- 
with we are called to faithfulneſs; that, in 
following this pure light of life, „we, as 1 
workers together with him, may labout 
in that great work for which he was offered 
as a ſaerifice on the croſs; and that his peace- 
able doctrines may ſhine through us in their 
real harmony, at a time when the name f 
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Chriſtianity is become hateful to many of the 
1 When Gehazi had obtained treaſures, which 
the prophet, under divine direction, had refu- 
ſed, and was returned from the buſineſs, the 
prophet, troubled at his conduct, queried if 
it was a time thus to prepare for a ſpecious 

4 Is it a time to receive money and gar- 
% ments, men- ſervants and maid-ſervants? 
The leproſy, therefore, of Naaman ſhallcleave 
to thee and to thy ſeed for ever.” 2 Kings 
v. 26. And oh! that we may lay to heart the 
condition of the preſent time, and humbly 
follow his counſel who alone is able to pre- 
pare the way for a true harmonious walking 
amongſt mankind. | 


. 


On divine Admonitions. 
UCH are the perfections of our heaven- 
— ly Father, that, in all the diſpenſations of 
118 providence, it is our duty, in every 
AIthing, to give thanks.” Though, from the 
firſt ſettlement of this part of America, he 
hath not extended his judgments to the de- 
gree of famine, yet worms, at times, have 
come forth, beyond numbering, and laid waſte - 
fields of grain and graſs, where, they have 
appeared; another kind, in great multitudes, 
1 Working 
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working out of ſight, in graſs- ground, have 
ſo eaten the roots thatthe ſurface, being looſen- 
ed from the ſoil beneath, might be taken off 
in great ſheets. 

Theſekinds of devil creatures appear- 5 
ing ſeldom and coming in ſuch multitudes, 
their generation appears different from moſt 
other reptiles; and, by the prophet, they were 
ö — £2 © God's army, ſent amongſt the peo- 

6 

That have been tempeſts of hail which 
have very much deſtroyed the grain Where 
they extended: through long drought, in 
ſummer, grain, in ſome places, hath been leſs 
than half the uſual quantity ;* and, in the - 
continuance thereof, I have beheld, with at- 
tention, from week to week, how dryneſs, 
from the top of the earth, hath' extended 
deeper and deeper, while the corn and plants 
have languiſhed : and, with reverence, my 
mind hath been turned toward u1iM, who, 
being perfect in goodneſs, in wiſdom, and 
power doth all things right. And, after 
long drought, when the ſky hath grown dare 
with a collection of matter, and Fonds: like 
lakes of water, hung over our heads, from 
whence the thirſty land hath been ſoaked, I 
have, at times, with awfulneſs, beheld the ve- 
hement operation of lightning, made ſome- 
times to accompany theſe e as a-mef- 

| 8 — 3 ſenger 
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When crops fail, I often feet a tender-care that the caſo of 
pop; Eats may be mercifully confidered, 
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ſenger from HIM who created all things, to. 
remind us of our duty in a right uſe of thoſe 
benefits, and give ſtriking admoniticns, that 
we do not miiapply thoſe gifts, in which an 
almighty power is exerted, in beſtowing | 
em upon us, | 3 
When I have conſidered that many of our 
fellow- creatures ſuffer much in ſome places, 
for want of the neceſſaries of life, whilſt thoſe 
who rule over them are too much given to 
luxury and divers vanities; and behold the 
apparent deviation from pure wiſdom amongſt 
us, in the uſe of the outward gifts of God; 
thoſe marks of famine have appeared like 
humbling admonitions from him, that we 
might be inſtructed by gentle chaſtiſements, 
and might ſeriouſly conſider our ways; re- 
membering that the outward ſupply of life is 
a gift from our heavenly Father, and that we 
ſhould no more venture to uſe, or apply, his 
gifts, in away contrary to pure wiſdom. 
Should we continue to reject thoſe merci- 
ful admonitions, and uſe his gifts.at home, 
contrary to the gracious deſign of the giver, 
or ſend them abroad in a way of trade, which 
the ſpirit of truth doth not lead into; and 
ſhould he, whoſe eyes are upon all our ways, 
extend hjs chaſtiſements ſo far as to reduce 
us to much greater diſtreſs than hath yet been 
felt by theſe provinces ; with what ſorrow of 
heart might we meditate on that ſubject! 
«© Haſt thou not procured this unto thyſelf, 
« in that thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy 
« God, when he led thee by the way? 


On pivins ADMONITIONS. 263 
« Thine own wickedneſs ſhall correct thee» 
« and thy backſlidings ſhall reprove thee : 
„ know therefore and ſee, that it is an evil 
« thing and bitter, that thou haſt forſaken 
« the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not 
« in thee, ſaith the Lord God of hoſts.” Jer. 
AY . . „ 
My mind hath often been affected with 
ſorrow, in beholding a wrong application of 
the gifts of our heavenly Father ; and thoſe 
expreſſions concerning the defilement of the 
earth have been opened to my underſtanding: 
« The earth was corrupt before God, and 
« the earth was filled with violence.” Gen. 
vi. 11. Again, Iſaiah xxiv. 5. The earth 
« alſo is defiled under the inhabitants there- 
« of, becauſe they haye—broken the ever- 
« laſting covenant.” | | | 
The earth, being the work of a divine pow- 
er, may not as ſuch be accounted unclean ; 
but, when violenceis committed thereon, and 
the channel of righteouſneſs ſo obſtructed, 
that in our ſkirts are found the blood of 
« the ſouls of poor innocents ; not by a ſe- 
« cret ſearch, but upon all theſe.” Jerem, _ 
11. 34.* ins 
When blood, ſhed unrighteouſly, remains 
unatoned for, and the inhabitants are not 
effectually purged from it; when they do not 
waſh their hands in innocency, as was figu- 
red in the law, in the caſe of one being found 
84 eee 
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V gee a caution and warning to Great- Britain and her co- | 
lonies, page 31. 
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lain; but ſeek for gain ariſing from ſcenes of 
violence and oppreſſion; here the land is pol- 
luted with blood. Deut. xxi. 6. N 
Moreover, when the earth is planted and 
tilled, and the fruits brought forth are applied 
to ſupport unrighteous purpoſes; here, the 

racious deſign of infinite goodneſs, in theſe 
Ris gifts, being perverted, the earth is defiled, 
and the complaint, formerly uttered, becomes 
applicable: Thou haſt made me to ſerve 
« with thy ſins; thou haſt wearied me with 
« thine iniquities. Iſaiah xliii. 24. | 
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„„ 
On loving, our Neighbours as ne 4 


HEN we love the Lord with all our | 
hearts, and his creatures in his love, 

we are then preſerved in tenderneſs both to- 
ward mankind and the animal creation; but, 
if another ſpirit gets room in our minds, and 
we follow it in our proceedings, we are then. 
in the way of diſordering the affairs of ſociety,  - 
If a man, ſucceſsful in buſineſs, expends 
part of his income in things of no real uſe, 
while the poor employed by him paſs through 
greatditficultiesin getting the neceſſaries of lift e, 
this requires his ſerious attention. 8 
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If feveral principal men in buſineſs unite in 
ſetting the wages of thoſe who work for hire, 
and therein have regard to a profit to them- 
ſelves anſwerable to unneceſſary expence in 
their families, while the wages of the others, 
on a moderate induſtry, will not afford a com- 
fortableliving for their families, and a proper 
education for their children; this is like lay- 
ing a temptation, in the way of ſome, to ſtrive 
for a place higher than they are in, when they 
have not ſtock ſufficient for it. 

Now I feel a concern, in the ſpring of pure 
love, that all, who have plenty of outward 
ſubſtance, may example others in the right uſe 
of things; may carefully look into the condi- 


tion of poor people; and beware of exacting 


on them with regard to their wages. 


While hired labourers, by moderate induſ- 
try, through the divine bleſſing, may live com- 
fortably, raiſe up families, and give them ſuit- 
able education, it a rs reaſonable for them 


to be content with their wages. | 
If they, who have plenty, love their fellow- 
creatures in that love which is divine, and in 
all their proceedings have an equal regard to 
the good of mankind univerſally, their place 
in ſociety is a place of care, an office requi- 
ring attention; and, the more we poſſeſs, the 
greater is our truſt; and, with an increaſe of 
treaſure, an increaſe of care becomes neeeſ- 


When our will is ſubject to the will of God, 
and, in relation to the things of this world, 
we have nothing in view but a comfortable 

| living 


- 
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living equally, with the reſt of our fellow - 
creatures, then outward treaſures are no farther 
deſirable than as we feel a gift in our minds 
equal to the truſt, and ſtrength to act, as duti- 
ful children, in his ſervice. who hath formed 


all mankind, and appointed a luke for | 


us in this world. 
A deſire for treaſures, on any atk FIR 
appears to be againſt that command of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, Lay not up for van trees | 
« ſures on earth. Matt, vi. 19. W332 
He forbids not laying up in the e 
againſt the wants of winter; nor doth he 
teach us to be ſlothful in that which propetiy 
relates to our being in this world but, in 
this prohibition, he puts in your ſelves: Lay 
„ not up for your ſelves treaſures here n | 
F earth,” | | 
Now, in the pure light, this lanai is 
underſtood; for in the Iove of Chriſt there is 
no reſpect of perſons; and, while we abide in 
his love, we live not to ourſelves, but to him 
who died for us; and, as we are thus united 
in ſpirit to Chriſt, we are engaged to labour 
in promoting that work in the earth for which 
he ſuffered.” 
In this ſtate of mind our b are. that 
every honeſt member in ſociety may have 
rtion of treaſure, and ſhare of truſt, anſwer- 
able to that gift with which our heavenly Fa- 
ther hath gitted us. 5 75 
In great treaſure there is a great truſt. 
A great truſt requireth great care. 
But the laborious mind wants reſt. * 
3 pious 


268 On: Loving our NEIGHBOURS! | 


A- pious man is content to do a ſhare of 
buſineſsin ſociety, anſwerable to the gifts with 
which he is endowed, while the channels of 
buſineſs are free from unrighteouſneſs; but 


is careful left at any time his heart be over- 


charged. 
In the harmonious ſpirit of fociety ix Chriſt 
is all in all.” Col. ui. 11 


Here it is that * old things are paſt away; | 


«all things are new, all things are of God,” 
2 Cor. v. 17, 18, and the deſire for outward 
riches is atan end. 

They of low degree, who have ſmall gifts, 
enjoy their help who have large gifts; thoſe 
with their ſmall gifts have a fmall degree of 


care, while theſe with their large giſts have a 


large degree of care: and thus to abide in the 
love of Chriſt, and enjoy a comfortable livin 
in this world, is all that is aimed at by ving 
members in ſociety to whom Chriſt is made 
wiſdom and righteouſneſs. 

But when they, who have much treaſure, 
are not faithful ſtewards of the gifts of God, 
great difficulties attend it. 

Now, this matter hath deeply affected my 


mind. The Lord, through merciful chaſtiſe- 


ments, hath given me a feeling of that love 
in Which the harmony of ſociety ſtandeth, 
and a ſight of the growth of that ſeed which 
bringeth forth wars and great calamities in the 
world; and a labour attends me to open it to 
others. 

Now, to act with integrity, according to 
that ſtrength of mind and body with which 


Our 
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our Creator hath endowed each of, us, ap 


neceſſary for all; and he, Who thus ſtands in 


the loweſt ſtation, appears to be entitled to as 
comfortable and convenient a living, as he 
whoſe gifts of mind are Adee and whoſe 
cares are more extenſiv eee 5:46 op 
If ſome, endowed with ſtrong d 
ings as men, abide not in the harmonious 
ſtate in Which we“ love our neighbours as 
« ourſelves,” but walk in that ſpirĩt in which 
the children of this world are wiſe in their 
generation, theſe, by the ſtrength of contri- 
vance, may ſometimes gather great treaſure; 
but the wiſdom of this world is fooliſhneſs: 
with God; and, if we gather treaſures in 
worldly wiſdom, we lay up *< treaſures for 
« ourſelves;” and great . treaſures,” managed 
in any other ſpirit than the. ſpirit of truth, 
diſorder the affairs of ſociety ; for hereby. 
the good gifts of God, in this outward crea 
tion, are turned into the channels of worldly 
honour, and frequently applied to ſupport 
luxury, while the wages of poor labourers are 


ſuch, that, with moderate induſtry and fru- 


gality, they cannot live comfortably, raiſe up 


families, and give them ſuitable education; 
but, through the ſtraightneſs of their condi- 


tion, are often drawn on to labour under wea- ' 
rineſs, to toil through hardſhips themſelves, 
and frequently to oppreſs thoſe uſeful — 
with which we are entruſtd. 
From age to age, throughout all ages, Fro 
vine love is that alone, in which dominion 
b. 1 8 is, and will be, rightly conducted. 
| In 
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In this the endowments of men are ſo em- 
| ploycd, that the friend and the governor are 
united in one, and oppretive cuſtoms come to 
2 end. ii 

» Riches, in e * of individuals in fox 
ciety, are attended with ſome degree of power ; 
and; ſo far as power is put forth ſeparate from 
pure love, ſo far the government of the Prince 
of peace is interrupted; and, as we know not 
that our children after us will dwell in that 
ſtate in which power is rightly applied, to lay 
up riches for them appears to be ann the 
nature of his government. 

The earth, through the labour of men un- 
der the blefling of him who formed it, yield- 
eth a ſupply for the inhabitants, from gene- 
ration to generation, and they, who walk in 
the pure light, have their minds prepared to 
taſte and reliſh not only thoſe bleſſings which 
are ſpiritual, but alſo feel a ſweetneſs and ſa- 
tisfaction in a right uſe of the good ou of 
God in the viſible creation. 

: Here we ſce that man's hap ppineſs ſtands not 
in t poſſeſſions,” but in a heart devoted to 
follow Chriſt, in that uſe of things, where 

cuſtoms, contrary to uajverſal love, have no 
| Power over us. 

In this ſtate our hearts are prepared to cruſt 
in God, and our defires for our children and 
rarer are, that they, with the reſt of man- 


ind, in ages to come, may be of that num- 


ber, of whom he hath ſaid, I will be a 

father to them, and they ſhall be ny ſons 

6s "I daughters,” 2 Cor. vi. 18. ü 
L | When 
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When wages in a fruitful land bear ſo ſmall - 
a proportion to the neceſſaries of life, that 
oor honeſt people who have families cannot, 
by a moderate induſtry, attain to a comfort - 
able living, and give their children ſufficient - 
learning, but muſt either labour to a degree 
of oppreſſion, or elſe omit that which appears 


mw 


to be a duty. A 1 7917 
While this is the caſe with the poor, there 
is an inclination in the minds of moſt people 
to prepare at leaſt ſo much treaſure for their 
children, that they with care and moderate 
induſtry may live free from theſe hardſhips 
which the poor paſs through. . 
Nov this ſubject requireth our ſerious con- 
ſideration: to labour that our children may 
be put in a way to live comfortably appears 
in itſelf to be a duty, ſo long as theſe our 
labours are conſiſtent with univerſal righte- 
ouſneſs; but if, in ſtriving to ſhun poverty, 
we do not walk in that ſtate where Chriſt is 
4% Hur life, then we wander; He, that 
« hath the Son, hath life, 1 John v. 12. 
« This life is the light of men, John i. 4. 
If we walk not in this light, we walk in 
darknefs, and“ he that walketh in darkneſs, 
„ knoweth not whither he goeth,” John 
Xil.-J$ +» | | 795 nes 
To keep to right means, in labouring to 
attain a right end, is neceſſary : if, in ſtrivin 
to ſhun poverty, we ſtrive only in that ſtate, 
where Chriſt is the light of our life, our la- 
bours will ſtand in the true harmony of ſo- 
ciety; but if people are confident that the 
| r 


— 
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end aimed at is good, and in this cane 
purſue it fo eagerly, as not to wait for the 
ſpirit of truth to lead them, then they come 
to loſs. Chriſt is given to be a leader and 
« commander of the people, Ifaiah lv. 4. 
Again; The Lord ſhall guide thee conti- 
<<; nually,” Ifaiah lviii. 12. Again; Lord, 
« thou wilt ordain peace for us; for thou” 


* alſo haſt wrought all our works in us, a 
Ifaiah xxvi. 112 | 


In the Lord have we righteouſneſs and 
« ſtrength,” Iſaiah xlv. 24. | 
In this ſtate our minds are preſerved wake 
ful in following the leadings of his ſpirit in 
all our rye in this world, wy a care 
is felt for a reformation in general, that 
our own poſterity, with the reſt of mankind 
in ſucceeding ages, may not be entangled 
by oppreflive cuſtoms; tranſmitted to them 
through our hands: but if people, in the 
narrowneſs of natural love, are afraid that 
their children will be oppreſſed by the rich, 
and, through an eager deſire to get treaſures, 
depart from the pure leadings of truth in one 
caſe, though it may ſeem to be a ſmall mat- 
ter, yet the mind even in that ſmall matter 
may be 'emboldened to continue in a way of 
proceeding, without er for the divine 
Leader. 


Thus people may een expert in dußnefs: 
wiſe in the wiſdom of this world, retain a 
fair reputation amongſt men, and yet, being 
ſtrangers to the voice of Chriſt, the ſafe lead- 
er of his flock, the treaſures, thus gotten, 


* may 


. wa 
* 
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thay be like ſnares to the feet of their poſte- 


bo i 14449 Fo 
.comifel- 


Now, to keep faithful to the ce 
tor, and; under trying oireu ſuffer̃ 
adverſity for We ee ſake; in this _ 
is a reward. GSD wot eng 

If we, being poor, are hard dealt with 
by thoſe who are rich, and; Py of this dith- 
culty, are frugal and induſtrious, and in true 
humility open our caſe to them who oppfreſs 
us, this may teach the pure witneſs in their 
minds; and though we ſhould remain under 
difficulties as to the out ward, yet, if we abide 


in the 5 Chriſt, all will work: for our 
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When we feel * ie is to ſufeti in the true 
ſuffering ſtate; then we experience the truth | 


of thoſe expreſſions, that, as the ſufferings 


* of Chriſt abound in us, ſo our conſolation | 


% aboundeth' Io Chriſt. 2 Cor: i, 5 
But if poor people, who are hardly dealt 


with, do not attain to tho true fuſfering ſtate, . 
do not labour in true love with 'thoſe-who 2 


deal hardly with them, but envy their out- 
ward greatneſs, murmur in their hearts ber 
cauſe of their own poverty, and ſtrive in the 


wiſdom of this world to get riches for them- 
ſelves and their children; this is like . 


dering in the dark. 

If we who are of a middle Kation, beneen 
riches and poverty, are affected at times with 
the oppreſſions of the poor, and feel a tender 


Nr for our poſterity. after us; oh | how ne- 


2 ceſſary 


* 
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of truth! 


eeſſary is it that we wait for the pure counſe} 
, Many have ſeen the.hardſhips of dhe pobr, 
felt An. cager deſire that | their: children may 
be put in a way to eſcape theſe hardſhips; 


but how few have continued in that pure love 


which openeth our underſtandings to proceed 


rightly under theſe difficulties! 2447 
Ho few have faithfully followed that ho- 
ly Leader, who prepares his people to labour 
for the reſtoration of true harmony amongſt 
our fellow- creatures 1966811 bas 2 in 
In the pure goſpel - ſpirit we walk by faith, 


„ and not by ſight!” 2 Cor. v. . 9401 


j 


In the obedience of faith we die to the nar- 


rourneſs of ſelf-love, and our life being hid 


with Chriſt in God, our hearts are enlarged 
toward mankind univerſally ; but, in depart- 
ing from the true light of life, many, in 
ſtriying to get treaſures, have ſtumbled upon 
the dark mountaiunsk nee 7 

Nov, that purity of life which proceeds 


from: faithfulneſs in following the ſpirit of 


truth, that ſtate where our minds are devo- 
ted to ſerve God, and all our wants are bound- 
ed by his wiſdom, this habitation has often 


been opened before me as a place of retire- 


ment for the children of the light, where 


vue may ſtand ſeparated from that which diſ- 


ordreth and confuſeth the affairs of ſociety, 
and where we may have a teſtimony of our 


innocence in the hearts of thoſe who behold 
us. 11 44. "> £ er 1 Tn | | 
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Through departing from tlie truth ias it is 
in jeſus, e ee ways of life 
attended with unneceſſary: ex pences, many 
wants have ariſen, the minds of people have 
been employed in ſtudying toi get Sed) and 
in this purſuit ſome, departing from equity, 


have retained a profeſſion of religion; dthers 
have losked at theit example, and thereby 
been Nrorigthengs ito-proceed farther in the 
lame way: thus many have encouraged the 
trade of ee Africa, ſelling them 
as ſlaves. l p ein e 5111. 0-2-5: 
It duct berh ccimputtack that near one hun- 
dred thouſand / Negroes ve, of late yeats; been 
taken annually from that: coaſt, by ſhips em- 
ployed in the Engliſnu trade. 
As have 22 religious viſits, in 
ſome parts of America, I have ſeen many of 
theſe people: under the command of . 
11 giindu, Gretnds. il (ito, Bs er 
I have:beheld themias Gentiles under peo- 
ple p rofeſſin ;Chriftianity, not only kept 18 
norant of the holy ſeriptures, but under 
great provocatiohs ta Wrath; of + whom it 
mand bo! ſaid, They that rule over them 
make them, to;howl; and the. holy:Name- 
« is abundantly blaſphemed. Iſaiah i: 5. 
Where children are taught to read the ſacred 
writings, While young, and exampled in-meek- . 
neſs and humility, it Is often helpful to them 
nor is this any more we a dabte due from us 
to a ſucceeding age. 
But where youth are pinched for want of 
the neceflaries of life, forced to labour hard 
5 under 
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under the harſni rebukes of rigorous over- 
ſeers, and many times endure unmerciful 
* ings: in ſuch an education, hom great 
: e diſadvantages” they lie under! And 
wenn forcibly do hel. things work againſt the 
 1ncreaſe of the nn of the: ben of 
peace! 1 0b. 437 . bam 26. 
N Humphrey Smith, in his workiag 12 daß, 
ſpeaking of the tender feelings of the love of 
God in 7 when he was a child, ſaid, 
By the violent wrathful nature, that ruled 
in others, was my quietneſs diſturbed, and 
anger begotten in me toward them, yet that 
of God in me was not wholly overcome, but 
his love was felt in my heart, and great was 
my grief when the eatthly-mindetineſs and 
wrathful nature fo 1 Wewer 1 Was 
hos e nb Trot warn 851 
„ And this 1 — 2 4 warning to . 
rents and others, that, in the fear of the li- 
ving God, you may train up the youth, and 
may not be a means of bringing them into 
ſuch alienation.“ N 
Many are the vanities' and jaxuries of the 
preſent age, and, in labouring to ſupport a 
way of living conformable: to the preſent 
world, the departure from that wiſdom that 
is pure and peaceable hath been great. 
Under the ſenſe of a deep revolt, and an 
overflowing ſtream of unrighteouſneſs, my 
life has been often a life of mourning, and 


tender deſires are raiſed in me that the nature 


of _ Practice _ be laid to pn. 
| I have 


n = =©2 
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I have read ſome books, written by prople 
who were acquainted with the W 0. | 
getting ſlaves in Africa: 

I have+had- verbal We of this Wa 
from ſeveral Negroes brought from Os | 
who have-learned to talk Engliſh; (ip 

I have ſundry: times heard an 
0 ak on this ſubject, Who have been in A 
rica on this buſineſs; and from all theſe ac- 
counts it appears evident that great violence 
is committed, and much blood ſhed i in * 
in getting ſlaves. 

When three or four 1 ſlaves are > pur 
in the hold of a veſſel in a hot climate, their 
breathing ſoon affects the air. Were that 
number of free people to go paſſengers, 1 
all things proper for ol ir voyage, 
would inconvenience ariſe from-their num- 
ber; but ſlaves are taken by violence, and 
frequently endeavour to kill the white peo- 
— that they may return to their native 

nd. Hence they are frequently kept under 
ſuch a ſort of confinement, by means of which 
a ſcent ariſeth in the hold of a ſhip, and diſ- 
tempers often break out amongſt them, of 
which many die. Of this intel air, in the 

hold of ſhips freighted with ſlaves, I have had 
| "foviral: accounts, ſome in print, and ſome 
verbal, and all agree that the ſcent is grie- 
vous. When wel people are ſold in America, 
and in the iſlands, they are made to labour 
in a manner more ſervile and conſtant than 
that witch YR wete. uſed-to at Een er that, 
bod COT 28 21 1293 1 
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with grief, with different diet from what hag 
been common with them, and with hard la- 
bour, ſome thouſands are computed t die, 
every year, in what is called the' ſeaſoning; | 
Thus it appears evident that great numbers 
of theſe people are brought, every year, to an 
untimely end; many of them being ſuch as 
nder injnsed us ii 2203.0 Hua; 
Where the innocent — . under hard- 
hearted men, even unto death, and the chan- 
nels of equity are ſo obſtructed that the cauſe 
of the ſufferers is not judged in ri ghteouſneſs, 
* the land is ee with blood.” 5 umb. 
1 33. An £04, 153295: [vF 
Where blood hath been ſhed unrighteouſy, 
and remains unatoned Tory the: cry thereof 1 1s 


very piercing. < iet Hr 
Under the lee 8 ofidivine 
Providence, this th deeply: affected my 


heart; and I feel ee to open, as I may 
be enabled, ay which: Seth Weerglpn 7 
mind. Re 12,2507 
When ok | iniquity of the haufen Lfroel 
„ .and:of- Judah was exceeding great; when 
the land was defiled with blood, and the 
2 city. full of perverſeneſs, Ezek: ix. 9, 
_ «© ſome were found ſighing and crying for 
the abominations of the times.” Ezek. ix. 4. 
And ſuch as live under a ri ght feeling of 
our condition as a nation, Wals Itruſt, 18 11 
be ſenſible that the Lord at this day doth call 
2 mourning, though many are ignorant of 
80 powerfub art bay cuſtoms,” when they 
7 ou "—_ that people growing bold 
| through 
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through the examples of one anotherf have 
often been unmoved at” tis moſt ſerious Warn- 
ings. b otiors UW : awry. 10 1;651 ns 1 82 


Our bleſſed Saviour, eg of the 


of the old world, ſaid, . They dideat, whey 5 


« drank,” they married; and were in 
marriage, until the day that Noah Went into 
«+ the ark, and E 
„them all.“ Luke xvii. 27. ery © 
The like heſpake concerning — bi 
Sodom, who! are alſo repreſented by the pro- 
phet as den and oppreſſive: 
« This was the fin of Sodom; pride, fulneſs 
„of bread, and abundance of idleneſs, was 


« found in her, and in her dau ghters; nei- 


ther did ſhe ſtrengthen the hands of the 
66 poor and needy. Rek. wi, 4900246 2547 

Now, in a revolt ſo deep as this, when. 
much blood has been ſhed unrighteouſly, in 
carrying on the ſlaye-trade, and in ſupporting 
the practice of keeping flaves, which at this day 
is unatoned for, and ctieth from the . and 
from the ſeas, againſt the oppreſſor : 

While this practice is continued, and, under 
a- great load of guilt, there is more unrighte- 
outils committed, the aa uy things i is rnd 
moving! MTS HI 


There is a love which: "als in ster 


and a parent beholdin 
hath a feeling of the 
love, the heart is enlarged toward mankind 


his child in miſery 


univerſally, and e 1 ſympathize with ? 
in the loweſt ſtations in 


ſtran gers „ thoug 
fe. 


iction; but, in divine 


14 | of 
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in Egypt, I truſt, hath looked down from his 
Holy habitation on the miſeries of theſe deep- 
_ ly-oppreſled people. Many lives have been 


leading ſome into the 
of this people, who cannot reſt without la- 


- 
p 4 A Y T” "7 
1 9 ON ” 
* 
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| 


feeling, when he ſaid, Have we not all one 


Father? Hath not one God created us? 
Why then do we deal treacherouſly, every 
man with his brother, in prophaning theco- 


4%, venant of our fathers? Mal. ii. 10. 
He, who of old heard the groans of the 
children of Iſrael under the hard taſk-maſers 


ſhortened through extreme oppreſſion, while 
they laboured to ſupport luxury and worldly 
greatneſs; and, though many people in out- 
ward proſperity may think littleof theſe things, 
yet the gracious Creator - hath regard to the 
cries of the innocent, however unnoticed by 
The Lord, in the riches of voy re is 

feeling of the condition 


*. * 


bouring as their advocates; of which, in ſome 
meaſure, I have had experience ; for, in the 
movings of his lovo in my heart, theſe poor 
ſufferers have been brought near to me. 


I have often been a witneſs to the ſufferin os 
of the unoffending aged and infirm, made to 
labour too hard, kept on a diet leſs comfortable 


than their weak ſtate required, and expoſed to 
great difficulties under hard-hearted men; and, 
under the heart-melting power of divine love, 
their miſery hath felt to me like the miſery of 


my parents. SGT 411 | 3 | 


: Innocent youth 


acquaintance; put on- board ſhips with hearts 
laden with ſorrow; expoſed to great hardſhips: 
at ſea ; placed under people whereitheir lives 


have been attended with __ provocation * ry 


anger and rewemge. 3m 14 151,257: 


With the 2 of 'theſe * 


mind hath often been affected, as with the 
afflictions of my children; and, in a feeling” 
of the miſery of theſe peo e, and of that great 


offence - which is miniſtered to them, my 
tears have been often . ont unn _ 


Lord. moor r 


That holy ſpirit; which affected bike ks 


when [was a youth, I truſt, is often felt by 
the in their native land, inelining 
their minds to that which is righteous; and, 


had the profeſſed followers of Chriſt, in all 


their conduct toward them, manifeſted a diſ- 
poſition anſwerable to the pure principle in 
their hearts, how might the holy name have 


been honoured amongſt the — and 
how might we have rejoiced: in the fulfilling: | 


of that prophecy! I, the Lord, love jud 

05 — — robbery for — 
« and I will direct their work i in truth, and 
make an everlaſting covenant with them. 
«« Their ſeed. ſhall be known amongſt the 


Gentiles, and their offspring amongſt the 


” ol people: all that ſee them ſhall acknowledge 


«them, that they are the feed which — — 
* hath bleſſed,” Iſaiah Ixi. 8, 99ke :: 
Sit 7 — 


on vorn 00s NEIGHBOURS? 28: 
from their native land, from their friends and 


+ 
"4 
* 


- ren? 5 
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But, in th reſent ſtate of things, how con- 

trary is 2 to that "meek ſpirit in 

which our Saviour laid down his life for us, 
that all the ends of enn. n know aal 
vation in his name! ani 1 77 
Ho are the A mg df our bleſſed Re- 
deemer ſet at nought, and his name blaſ- 
phemed, amongſt the Gentiles, through the 
—— Pe eee r, his e fol- 
wers hi den an 

My mind hath un been olfoliod;erentrom | 

the days of my youth, under a ſenſe of that 

marvellous nt for which God, in infinite 
goodneſs, ſent his Son into the world. 
Tue opening of that ſpring of living wa- 
ters, which the true believers in Chriſt ex- 
perience, by which they are redeemed from 

and covetouſneſs, and brought into a 

ſtate of meekneſs, where their hearts are en- 

larged in true love toward their fellow- crea- 
tures univerſally; — this work, to me, has 
heen precious, andthe ſpreading the MM | 
of the truth amongſt the Gentiles been veryde- 

N firable: and the profeſſed followers of Chriſt 
joining in cuſtoms ' evidently unrighteous, 
which manifeſtly tend to ſtir up/wrath and in- 
creaſe wars and deſolations, hathoften covered 

my mind with forrow. r 

If we'bring this matter home, i as (Job: 

propoſed to his friends, put our kee in their | 

*»foul's ftead:; (Job er 


- 
1 13 8 


If we conſider ourſelves 245 ourc ble 
as s expoſed to the hardſhips Which theſe 7 
ple a 


1 1 
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ple lanes the: ſupparting an imaginary 


| re $3: 212. pond alin. 


Did * an ——— _— of 
hu and jupe Vamongit aur oppreſors. 
— feel an increaſe af the weight 
of our burdens, and expect aur 8 
bar under oppreſſion after us;, 144647 

Under all this miſl <ry; hall we hone tg plead” 
our cauſe, — relief from man. 
how would our cries aſcend. to the God of the 
ſpirits of all fleſh, who.judgeth the werld in 
righteouſneſs, and, in bis own time, j WV res 
fuge for the oppreſſ ied ! u art ar. 

If they, who thus afflicted us, 3 to 
lay claim to religion, and were aſſiſted in their 
buſineſs by others, eſteemed pious people, who, 
through bifriendihip: with chew, ſtrengthened ö 
their — in tyranny: vn 

In ſuch a ſtate, - when we were huoger- 

bitten, and could not have ſufficient nouxiſn - 
ment, but ſaw them in fulneſs pleaſing their 
* with things fetched from fa: 
When we were wearied with labour, de- 
4 wah the liberty to reſt, and ſa them ſpending 
their time at eaſe : when garments, anſwer- 
able to our neceſſities, were denied us, while 
we ſaw them vlethoth in-thatwhich was coſtly 
delicate: 1 rawoq gr 1h Wh: 
— Under ſuch afliftion;'s how would theſe 
painful feelings riſe up a itneſſes againit 
their pretended devotion! and, if the name 
of their religion were mentioned in our hęar- 
ing. We it Whos in our cars, __ 
wor! 


E 
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- W6rd which: emen hard- 
neſs of heart! v4 
10 When a trade 18 carticdrony —— of 
els miſery, and they who auer by it are 
ee thouſand miles off, the danger is the 
al not laying q to 
einen go don. Ain 
ef ue flayes on the coaſt of Africa, 
——ůůůůů Golem private ly; wars alſo 
Are encouraged amongſt neee but all 
$56 at a great diſtan ce. 
Many — ariſe from dying men, which 
we hear not. 
= Many-cries are” uttered en ns fa- 
cherleſs children, which reach not our ears. 
Many cheeke are wet with tears, and faces 
aa. with an grief, NT we ſee. 


weunny encouraged: - The 5 


Not. 
Cruel 
-of robbers are ſtrengthened, and thouſands 
reduced to the moſt me een who. never 
CCC OUR 7g ct 4 
Were we for the term of one year only. to 


de eye=witneſſes' to what 8 in ns. 


theſe flaves Nen 1 0 
Mere the blood eds is there med to os - 
 Fprinkled on our 8: 1 1. 


Mere the poor captives bound with N 
hbeuvy laden with elephants teeth, to paſs be- 
eas: es on their way to the ſea: 
n "Were their bitter lamentations day aſter 
to ring in our ears, and — 
eries in the night tothinder us from ſleep- 


| 1 > | 
"> Were 
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Werte we r 
when the ſlaves on- board the ſhipe 
to kill the Engliſh, — tha 
thoſe bloody conflicts 1 ronbab Frog 10 

Wbat pious man could be abwitneſat 


things, and fee a trade carried an — 2 


ner, withoutbeingdeeply affected with ſa tr 
Through abiding: in the love of Chtiſt we 
feel a tenderneſs in ous (hearts toward, Qui 
fellow-creatures, entangled in o ive culr 
toms, and a concern :{0:\ to. Walk, that our 
conduct may not be a meangof. ſtrengthening 
them in error. iin ee 
tit wan ahh enen ohe Lord, through 
Moſes, | Thou ſhalt not ſuffer ſia uponythy 
| brother, thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy 

<© brother; and ſhalt not 
Lev. xix. 4 5383 HODML 52858 nn 
Again; Keep Gat from a falſe matter; 
« and: thick innocent ere e ſlay thou 
« not.” Exod: xxiii. 7. 1 erate 


+ The prophet Iſaiah mentions oppreſſion as 


that which the true church, in time of out- 


ward quiet, ſhould not only be clear of, but 
ſhould be fur from it; Thou ſhalt be far 
from oppreſſion, Iſaiah liv. 44. Now theſe 
words, far from, appear to have an extenſive 
meaning, and to convey inſtruction in regard 
to that of which Solomon ſpeaks, Though 
hand join in hand, the wicked —— 8 
* PDV. I. g. 0: e tho 
It was a complaint igrinſt o one of old. 
«« When thou ſaweſt a thief, thou conſentedt 
« with him.“ Pſal. l. 18. , e 


N ö f | 
#44 Io ” q * 


vcr dn upon ham,” 


6 9 
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The prophet- repreſents the de- 
| 1 den toward idolatrous ſacri- 
the tede of a Work carried on 
children, men, and women! The 
children gather weed; the fathers kindle 
the fire, and the women knead the dough 
tte bake cakes for the qucen f heaven“ 
Jer. Wi 18. aldi 5:1 Jubi 2 R390 I # 
It was a complaint of the Lord againſt 16. 
rael, through his prophet Ezekiel, that they 
ce ſtrengthened the hands of the wicked, and 

made the hearts of the righteous ſad. 

Ezek. xiii. 12. 7 10T19 fi on 
Some works of iniquity: carried on by ithe 
people were repreſented, by the prophet Hoſea, 
in the ſimilitude of ploughing, reaping, and 
eating the fruit; * have ploughed wick- 
e edneſs, reaped iniquity, eaten the fruit of 
Aying, becauſe didſt truſt, in thy own 
ay, to che multitude ny mighty men.” 
Hoſea x. A Je 3 1405 HEX BOY 22 Of; P? 
I have e en lo int ſince I 
carne on this iſland, on account of the mem- 
bers of our ſociety being mixed with the 
world in various ſorts of buſineſs, and traffic, 
carried on in impure channels. Great is the 
trade to Africa for ſlaves; and, in loading 
theſe ſhips, abundance of proplttaree em Pages 
a the manufaRories:///., 
Friends in early time refuſed, on a religi 
ous principle, to make or trade in oro 
ties, of which we have many large teſtimo- 
nies on record; but, for want of faithfulneſs, 
ſome gave way, even ſome whoſe examples 


* 


WET. , | were 


% # SAS 
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were of note in ſociety, and from thence - 
thers took more liberty: members of dur 
ciety worked in ſuperffuities and bougiit and 
ſold them, and thus dimneſs of fight ame 
over many. At length, friends got inte the 
uſe of ſonie ſuperfluitics in — and in the 
furniture of their houſes, and this hatiuſpread 
from leſs to more, till en of ſome 
kinds is common amongſt us 1G 
In this declining ſtate many 100 k at the. 
example one of another, and too mueh neg- 
ect the pure feeling of truth. Of late years. 
a deep exerciſe hath attended my mind, that 
friends may dig deep, may carefully caſt forth 
the looſe matter, and get down to the rock, 
the ſure foundation, and there hearken to 
that divine voice which given a clear * Mr" 
taia ſdund in 1 OY VR l tet 
And I Nas Felt i in 1 t wien de — hs 
ceive, that if friends, who: have known the 
truth, keep in that tenderteſs of heart, Where 
all views of outward gain are given up, and 
their truſt is only on the Lord, he will gra- 
ciouſly lead ſome to be patterns of deep ſelf- 
denial in things relating to trade and han- 
dicraft labour; and that ſome; WH¹O have 
plenty of the treaſures. of this world. willex- 
ample in a plain frugal life, and pay wages, 
to ſuch as they may hire, more Hiberally 
than is now cuſtomary in ſome. places. 
The prophet, ſpeaking; of the true $60 
faid, „Thy people alſo Aan. be all "Fighte> 
«08. 
Of the depth of this divine work ſeveral 
have ſpoken. * 


8 
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-Jokn'Gratton, in his Journal, p. 45, ſaid, - 


: The Bord is my portion, I ſhall not want. 
He hath wrought all my works 115 me. 
am nothing but hat Jam in him.. Ls! 


+ Gilbert Latey, through the powerful ope- 
rations of the ſpirit of Chriſt in his ſoul, was 
- brou t to that depth of ſelf-denial, that he 
could 3 with that proud ſpirit in other 
. which inclined them to want vanities. 
and ſi uities. This friend was often a- 
mongſt the chief rulers of the nation in times 
of perſecution, and it appears, by the teſti- 
 mony of friends, that his dwelling was ſo e- 
vidently in the pure life of truth, that, in his 
viſits to thoſe great men, he found a place in 
their minds; and that king James the ſecond, 
in the times of his troubles, made particular | 
mention in a ve reſpectful manner 1 what 
_ Gilbert once ſaid to Him. 
The ſaid Gilbert found a concern to write 
an epiſtle, in which are theſe expreſſions; 
« Fear the Lord, ye men of all forts, trades, 
and callings, and leave off all the evil that is 
in them, for the Lord is grieved with all the 
evils uſed in your employments r- you 
are exerciſed in.” © 
It is even a grief to ſee how you are ſer- 
vants to ſin and inſtruments of Satan.” See 
hib'works, p. 4% Ce. £ 
© George box, in an epiſtle, writes thus: 
Friends, ſtand in the eternal power of 
God, witneſſes againſt the pomgs and vani- 
ties of this world,” 


"al Such 


* 


K 
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. * Such tradeſmen, as ſtand. as, witneſſes 
in the' power of God, cannot fulfil ,che-peo- 
ple's minds in theſe, Vanities, and therefore. 
they are offended at them. , 4 51% ich 5 
Let all truſt in the Lord, and Wait par 
tiently on him; for, when truth firſt broke. 
forth in London, many tradeſmen could not 
take ſo much money in their ſhops, fon ſome 
time, as would buy them bread and water, 
becauſe they withſtood the world's Ways, 
faſhions, and cuſtoms; yet, by their patient 

waiting on the Lord in their good life and 
converſation, they anſwered the truth in peo 

ple's hearts, and thus their. buſineſs, ancreaſ- 
ed.” Book 6f Dodtrinals, p. 824. ,, 1... 


S * 


Now, Chrift our holy leader graciouſſy con- 
tinueth to open the underſtandings of his 
people, and as circumſtances alter from age 
to age, ſome, who are deeply baptized into a 
feeling of the ſtate of things, arg led by his 
holy Spirit into exerciſes in ſome feſpect dif- 
ferent from thole which attended the faithful 
in foregoing ages, and, through the conſtrain» 
ings of pure love, are engaged to open the 
feelings they have to others 
In faithfully following. Chriſt, the heart 1s 
weaned from the defire of riches, and we 
are led into a life ſo plain and ſimple, that a 
little doth ſuffice, and thus the Way opzneth 
to deny outlelves, under all the tempting al- 
lurements of that gain, which we know is 


1 


[4 \ 1 


the gain of unrighteouſneſs. 
0 | 4 21 | | | U 5 | , | : TX The 
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3 The apoſtle, ſpeaking on this ſubject, aſk- 
eth this queſtion; ** What fellowſhip hath 
_ ** righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs?” 2 Cor. 
vi. 14. And again faith, Have no fellow- 

<« ſhip with the unfruitful works of darkneſs, 
but rather. reprove them.” Epheſ. v. 11. 
Again, Be not partaker of othef men's ſins, 
_ keep thyſelf pure,” 1 Tim. v. 22: : N 
WMWWM Where people, through the power of Chriſt, 
are eee ſettled in a right uſe of things, 
freed from all unneceffary care and expence, 
the mind, in this true refignation, is at liberty, 
from the bands of a narrow felf-intereſt, to 
attend from time to time on the movings of 
his ſpirit upon us, though he leads into that 
through which our faith is cloſely tried. 
The language of Chriſt is pure, and, to the 
pure In heart, this pure language is intelligi- 
ble; but, in the love of money, the mand, being 
intent on gain, is too full of human conttivance 


3 ES... 
It appeareth evident, that ſome channels of 
trade are defiled with unrighteouſneſs, that 
the minds of many are intent on getting trea- 
Lures to ſupport a life, in which there are many 

-: unneceflary expence?.. 0 
And T feel a living concern attend my 
mind, that, under theſe difficulties, we may 
humbly follow our heavenly Shepherd, who 
graciouſly regardeth his flock, and is willing 
and/able to ſupply us both inwardly and out- 
 wardly with Wap provender, that hath been 
winnowed with the ſhovel and the fan, where 
ve may © ſow to ourſelves in righteouſneſs, 
46 reap 


-_ 
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« reap in mercy,” Hoſea x.-12. and not be 
defiled with the works-of iniquity, - 
 . Where cuſtoms 8 to pure Wilgown 
are tranſmitted to Lak! it 7 pears to be 
an injury committ Wen ; 550 often 
feel tender jon pie i toward a young genera- 
tion, and defires, that theif difficulties may not 
de increaſed through ui unfaithfulneſs 1 * us of 
the 4 - pag 
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72 ods to Africa FS Haves; BY in Tk 
management of ſhips going on theſe voy- 
ages, many of our lads an * men have a 
confiderable part of their edueation, 
Na, what piops father, deholding his ſon 
placed in one of theſe ſhips to learn the prac- 


tice of a mariner, could forbear mourning over 


him? 


Whete youth are exanipled in means of 


getting money, ſo full of violence, and uſed 


to exerciſe ſuch cruelties on their fellow -erea- 
tures, the diſadvantage to them in their edur 


cation is Very; eat. | 

But I feel it in my mind towtite concerning 
the ſeafaring life in genetal. 

In the trade carried on from the Welt-In- 
dies, and from ſome parts of the continent, 


2 the 
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/] EEE ID mas 
the produce of the labour of ſlaves is a con- 


ſiderable art. 3 1 1 tro eres 43 het exo gd 17 
As "ſailors are frequently at the ports 
Where paves abound, and converſe often with 
people who opprels them without the appear- 
_ance of remorſe, and often with ſailors employ- 
ed in the ſlaye- trade, how powerfully do theſe 
evil examples ſpread amongſt the ſeafaring 


youth! | 
I have had many opportunities to feel and 
underſtand the ſtate of the ſeafaring 


life amongſt us, and my mind hath often 
been ſad on account of ſo many lads and 
young men being trained up amidſt ſo great 
JJ A  ..; + 
Under the humbling power of Chriſt I 
have ſeen, that, if the leadings of his boly 
Spirit were faithfully attended to by his pro- 
.  feffſed followers in general, the heathen nati- 
ons would be exampled in rightequſneſs. A 
leſs number of people would be employed on 
the ſeas. * The channels of trade would be 
more free from defilement. Fewer people 
would be employed in vanities and fuper- 
„„ vs 1 
The inhabitants of cities would be leſs in 
number. Yo! 1 7570 | 1 om £21 ö 
Thoſe who have much lands would become 
' fathers to the poor. ae 12 327 15 
More people would be employed in the 
ſweet employment of huſbandry; and, in the 
path of pure wiſdom, labour would be an a- 
| greeable, healthful, employment. 


In 
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In he. opening of theſe things in my mind 

1 eel 1 living concern that wee 12 0 have felt 

divine Joye in gur hearts, may faithfully 00 
fr ehe ite Ws: * 15 05 Wal een 


id 1 2 

11 55 Mee Saviour, exhorti 

lowers love one another, adds, 55 

W « Joyed Maa, John xüli. 34 4, 20615 21 
He loved Lazarus, yet in his. fic ſickneſs +: 

not. h heal him, but left him e 11 5 

pains of death, that, i in reſtori him to lite, 


Yn be gonkirme Pole Ws 
Ul... ag 22 
He loved his. diſciples, but keot them fort 
on 4 e tended with ny ident 
amo 1175 Band- carted people, ſome Who 
would think that in Fil ing them they di did 
God ſervice. TRY 
80 deep is divine "love. are, in Redfly 
abiding in it, we are prepared to deny our- 
felves all that gain Which is, contrary. 10 
pure wiſdom, and to follow Chriſt, even wager 
contempt, and through ſufferings... 
While friends were kept truly humble, and 
walked according to the purity, of our, prin - 
ciples, the divine witneſs in many hearts was 
reached; but when a worldly ſpirit got en- 
trance, there with came in luxuries and ſus 


perfluities, and ſpread, by little and little, 


even amongſt the 2 4 rank in ſociety, 
and from thence others took liberty in that 
way more abundantly. 

13 the continuation of theſe things, from 
parents to children, re were many Ls 


9 3 
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to fopply, even wants unknown to " friends 
white they faithfully followed Chriſt; and, 
in ſtriving to ſupply thefe wants, many have 
| png on the poor; many have entered on 
_ employments, in which they often labour in 
Bro 4) ing pride and vanity. Many haye look. 
4 on one another, and been ſtren gthened in 
theſe things, one by the example X another; 
and, as tothe pure divine ſeeing, dimneſs hath 
tome over many, and the channels of true bro- 
i love been obſtructed, 
| * may have no intention to oppreſs, 


t entering on expenſive ways of life, 
heir * may ” 3 therein, and 


ſo ese . Ne expenſive cuſtoms, as 
to be rom * pure Hympathizing 
ſpirit,” 


As 1 3 . in England, 10 have had 
a tender feeling of the condition o | 
le; ſome of whom, though abt $2 Kis. 
ante have nothing to ſp toward paying 

for the ſchooling of their children. 

1 is a p proportion between labour and 
the neceflaries of life; and; in true brother! 

love, the mind is 212 to feel after the nece! 


Flies of the poor 


© Amongſt ihe poor, there are ſome while are 
weak throug h | gs and others of a weakly 
nature, through traits, in very pri- 
Mong THe, x aſking relief from the pub- 


Such, as are ſtrong and healthy, may do 
that buſineſs, which, to the weakly, may be 
opprefiive; ; and in in performing that, in a Os 


which 
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which is eſteemed a day's labour, by weakly. 
perſons, in the feld andin hie Tops, and by 


weakly women who ſpin and knit in the ma- 


nufactories, they. NAA Le through weari- 
E ieve, 


neſs; and many ſighs, I are err in 


ſecret, hea (branes might eaſe then 
burdens. * 4 03 anion * 

Labour, int ther ir eagles s 
but, in too much of it, there bY Abe 7 -, 
rineſs; and the wp a = 


ſornetimes increaſed gh want af R_ a7 

greeable. e more e 

ha Mea df d; war e in, the 
an their wages wil MFB. „ ni ges 
When I! have {cen plenty, in ſame. hauſes, 


to a degree of luxury, 5 5 condition of poor 
nalen bc ght u 8 learning, and the 


; condition of the weakly a and aged; whe ftrive 
to live by their labaur, have often feviyed in 
my mind, as caſes 7 which ſome, who lite in 
fulneſs, need to he put in remembrance. 

There are few, it any, Who could behold 
their fellow⸗ creatures lie long in diſtreſs, and 
forbear to help them, when they could do it 
without any 1 N but cuſtoms, re- 
quiring much labour ta ſupport them, do of- 

ten lie heayy on the poor, while they WhO live 
in theſe cuſtoms are ſoentangled in a multitude 
of J concerns, by they think but 
little of the 88 the poor prople go 

throu e | 920354 of 00" RE! 
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u of 800 plent 1 e lun 
15 _—_ IK CY 11509 Wor foip een Hus 5, 
RSHIP il Metice hath öften been 
e 5 my mind, and a ag at- 
ln at a eratioli ma del t 
nature of this Nock boa oe dee * 
rest expence arifeth in belitten to that 
hien is ealled divine worſhip.” 
A eunſiderab le part of this expetce i is applied 
toward outward greatheſs; and many poor 
people, in raifing of tithe, labour in ſupporting 
cuſtoms contrary to the ſimplicity that there is 
in Chriſt; toward wer Io; mind bath often 
been moved with pity, yx, ON: | 
In pure filent this we avian under the 
— anointing, and feel Chriſt to be dur cep 
Fe '$, . $48, $4 
_  Hefe the beſt of nf miniſters to the ſe- 
veral conditions of his flock, and the foul re- 
ceives, immediately from the divine fountain, 
that with which it is nouriſhed. 

As Ihave travelled/at times, where thoſe of 
other ſocieties have attended our meetings, 
and have perceiyed how little ſome of them 
knew of the nature of ſilent worſhip; I have 
felt tender deſires in my heart, that we, who 
often ſit filent in our meetings, may live an(- 
werable to the nature of an inward fellowſhip 


with God, that no ſtumbling-block, through 
We yy ng! in their way. — 
| N uc 
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which lieth on that which is called divingſer- - 
vice, in many places, and ſo much ar „che 

minds of many, people employed, in outward 
forms and ceremonies, that the opening of ap 


+4 


inward filent worſhip, in this nation tome — = 


hath: appeared to be a precious opening. 
Mithin the laſt four hundred years, many 
pious people have been deeply: exereiſed in 
ſoul, on account of the ſuperſtition which pe- 
vailed amongſt the profeſſed followers of Chriſt; 
and, in ſupport of their teſtimony againſt op- 
preſſive idolatry, ſome, in ſeveral ages, have fi- 
niſhed their courſe in the flames. 
It appears, by the hiſtory of the reforma- 
tion, that, through the faithfulneſs of the mar- 
_ tyrs, the underſtandings of many have been o- 
pened, and the minds of people, from age to 
age, been more and more prepared for a real 
ſpiritual worſhip, - 3 
My mind is often affected with a ſenſe of 
the condition of thoſe people, who, in different 
ages, have been meek and patient, following 
Chriſt through great afflictions: and, while 
I behold the ſeveral ſteps of reformation, and 
that clearneſs to which, through divine good- 
neſs, it hath been brought by our anceſtors; 
I feel tender defires, that we, who ſometimes 
meet in filence, may never, by our conduct, 
lay ſtumbling-blocks in the way of others, and 
hinder the progreſs of the reformation in the 
world. 3 | 
It was a complaint, againſt ſome who were 
called the Lord's People, that they brought 
EL he polluted 
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polluted bread to his altar, and fid the table 
of the Lord was contemptible. a Hun 
In xeal filent worſhip; the ſoul feeds on that 
wa. is divine; but we cannot partake of the 
ble of the Lord, and that table which i is pre- 
| by-the god of this world. 1 
If Chriſt is our ſhepherd and feedeth us: 
and we are faithful in followin 8 him, our lives 
will have an e language, and the table of 
the Lord will not be polluted... ks 
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artis ei 477 erty By 
EELING, at this time, a renewed gon 
F cern, that the pure principle of light: 
life, and the righteous fruits thereof, ma ſprœad 
gagement on my heart to labour with m hte 
thren in religious profeſſion, that none of .us 
may bea ſtumbling- block in the way of others 
but that we may ſo walk, that our conduct may 
reach the pure witneſs in the hearts of ſuch as 
are not in profeſſion with us. 
And, dear friends, while we publicly on 
that the Holy Spirit is our leader, the profeſ- 
ſion is in itſelf weighty, and. the werghtineſs 
thereof increaſeth, in proportion as we are 
noted among the profeſſors of truth, and 
5 active 


Wd 
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oy in dealing with ſuch as walk diſorder- 
” Many under our profeſſion, for want of due 
divine Teacher, have, in ſome things, mani- 
feſted a deviation from the 1 of our re- 
ligious principles; and theſe deviations, ha- 
ving crept in amongſt us by little and little, 
and increaſing from leſs to greater, have been 


= 
_ 
= 
© Þ, - 
.. 


Ak unndticed, that ſome, living in then, 


have been active in putting diſcipline in prac- 
tice, with relation to others, whoſe conduct 
hath appeared more diſhonourable in the 


world. COA 


Now, as my mind hath da be- 
fore the Lord, 1 have ſeen that the diſcipline 
of the church of Chriſt ſtandeth in that 
which is pure; that it is the wiſdom from 
above which gives authority to diſcipline; 
and that the weightineſs thereof ſtandeth nat 


FY 


in any outward" circumſtances; but in the 


authority of Chriſt, who is the author of it; 


and where any walk after the fleſh, and not 
according to the purity of truth, and at the 
fame time are active in putting diſcipline in 
practice, a veil is gradually drawn over the 
rity of diſcipline, and over that holineſs 
life, which Chriſt leads thoſe into, in 


„ hom the love of God is verily perfected.” 
eee ee 
12 n we labour in true love with offend- 
ers, and they remain obſtinate, it ſometimes 
is neceſſary to proceed as far as our Lord di- 
WIG IV 37 r ler 
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refted: „Let him be to "thee as an Heater, 
” man, Or a publican. att, Xviii. 1 BIR” 

Now, when ſuch are difowned,” and they 
who act therein feel Chriſt made unto them 
wiſdom, and are preſerved in his meek. re- 
ſtoring ſpirit, there is no juſt cauſe of offene 
miniffentd to any; but, when” ſuch! ab are 
ative in dealing with offenders indulge them- 
ſelves in thin 7 which are contrary 'to the 
purity of trut I judge others whoſe 
conduct appears more" diſhonourable' than 
theirs, here the pure authority of diſcipline 
ceaſeth as to 15 offenders, and a tempta- 
tion is laid in their way to wrangle and con- 
tend: Judge not, ſaid our Lord, that 
« ye be not judged.” Now, this forbidding 
alludes to . man's judgment, and points out 
the neceſſity of our humbly attending to that 
ſanctifying power under which the faithful 
experience the Lord to be © a ſpirit of judge- 
*© ment to them.” Iſa. xxviii. 6. And, as wwe 
feel his Holy Spirit to mortify the deeds of the 
body in us, and can ſay, It is no more I that 
live, but Chriſt that liyeth i in me,” ws 

right judgment! is known. _ 3 

And, while divine love prevails in out 
hearts, and ſelf in us is brought under judge- 
ment, a preparation is felt to labour ina right 
manner with offenders: but, if we abide not 
in this love, our outward performance in deal 
ing with others degenerates into formality; for 
this is the love of God, that we r — 

% comman nents,” 1 John v. 3. 
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ful ſtate af mind is felt that worſhip which 


ſtands in 3 will of God, on earth, as 
it & done in heaven, and keeping the holy 
| name: facred. To take a holy profeſſion upon 
us is awful; nor can we keep this holy name 
facred but by humbly abiding under the 
' exols of Chriſt. The e madeaheavy com- 
plaint againſt ſome, who prophaned this holy 
name by their manner of living: Through 
you (he ſays) the name of God is blaſphe- 
„med amongit the Gentiles.” Rom. ii. 24. 
Some of our anceſtors, through many tri- 
bulations, were gathered into the ſtate of true 


worthippers, and had fellowſhip in that 
which is . as one was inwardly 

moved to kneel.down in their aſſemblies and 
publicly call on the name of the Lord, thoſe 
in the harmony of united exerciſe, then pre- 
ſent, joined in the prayer; I mention this in 
order that we, of the preſent age, may look 
unto the Rock from whence we were hewn, 
and remember that. to unite in worſhip is a 


union in prayer, and that prayer, acceptable 
tothe Father, is only in a mind truly ſancti- 
s kept holy, and 
will on carth as 

it 


| Hed, where the ſacred name i 
the heart reſigned to do his wi 
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it is done in heaven; If ye abide in me,” 
ye ſhall, aſk what ye will in my name, 
« and it ſhall be done unto you. Now, we 
know not what to pray for as we ought, but 
as. the Holy Spirit doth. open and direct our 
minds, and, as we faithfully. yield to its in- 
fluences, our prayers. are in 75k will of our 
heavenly Father, who fails not to grant that 
which his on ſpirit, through his children, 
aſketh; - thus preſervation from fin is known, 


and the fruits of rightceuſneſs are brought 


forth by ſuch as inwardly unite in prayer. 
How weighty; ate our ſolemn meetings 
when the name of Chriſt is kept holy! 
Hou precious is that ſtate, in which the 
children of the Lord are ſo redeemed from 
e love N that they are accepted 
ind bleſſed in all that they do.” R. Barclay's 
Apology, p. 494. nnn 3 x . 85 
How neceſſary is it that we, who pres | 
theſe principles, and are outwardly, active in 
ſupporting them, ſhould faithfully abide. in 
divine ſtrength, that As He, who hath call- 
« Ed us, is holy, ſo we may be holy in all 
% manner of converſation.” 1 Pet. i. 43. 
If one, profeſſing to be influenced by the 
ſpirit of Chriſt, propoſeth to unite in a labour 
to promote righteouſneſs in the earth, and 
in time paſt he hath manifeſtly deviated from 
the path of equity, then, to act conſiſtent with 
this principle, his firſt work is to make reſti- 
tution ſo * as he may be enabled; for, if he 
attempts to contribute toward a work, . a 
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ed to promote righteouſneſs, "while it a; pears 
that He neglecteth or refuſeth to act righte- 
oy hidiſclf. his conduct Has 4 tendency to 
re the minds of thoſe who are weak in 

ith, who behold theſe VR and to 
| . veil” over the purity” of rigkteouſneſs, 
by carrying an appearance as _— that was 
righteouſneſs whi 4 not. 

Again, if I propoſe to allt in fup 11755 
thoſe doctrines wherein that purity of life is 
held forth, in which cuſtoms, proceeding from 
the ſpirit of this world, have no place, and, 
at the fame time, to ſtrengthen others in thoſe 
. cuſtoms, by my exam le; the firſt ſtep, then, 
in an orderly: proceeding, is, to ceaſe from 
thoſe cuſtoms myſelf, and, afterwards, to la- 
bour, as T may, be enabled, to romote the 
like diſpoſition and conduct in others. 

To be convinced of the pure principle of 
wal and diligently exerciſed 'in* walking 
arivveiably thereto," is neceſſary, before T can 
conſiſtently recommend this principle to o- 
thers.--- I often feel a labour in irit, that 
we,” Who are active members in religious ſo- 
ciety, may experience in ourſelyes the truth 
of thoſe not of the Holy One, 1 

will be ſanctifled in them that come nigh 
„ me.” Lev. x: 3. In this caſe,” my mind 
hath been often exerciſed, 'when Alone, year 
after year, for many years, and, in the re- 
newings of divine love, a a tender tare hath 
been incited in me, that we, 1 the 
inward principle of light to be dur teacher, 
may be a family,” anited in that purity of 
worſhip 
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worſhip which comprehends a holy Hife and 
miniſters ſuſtruckion de other: 
in tlie truth, Who, having a ſmall Hare uf the 
things of this life and coming to hate fami- 
lies, may be inwardly exerciſed before" che 
Lord to fupport them in a way” agreeable to 
the purity of truth, in which they ay feel 
his bleffing upon them in theit labbrs! the 
thoughts of ſuch being entangled with euſ- 
toms, {contrary to pure wiſdom,) conveyed to 
them through out Hands, doth often ver 
tenderly and movingly affect my heart; and, 

when look toward, and think on, the ſuc- 
ceeding generation, fervent deſites are raiſed 
in me, that we, by yielding to that Holy Spi- 
rit which leads into all truth, may not do 
the work of the Lord deceitfully, may not 
live contrary to the pony of the divine prin- 
ciple we profeſs; but that, as faithful Tabour- 
ers in dur age, we may be” inſtrumental in 
removing ſtumbling- blocks out of the way of 
thoſe who may ſucceed us. 
So great was the love of Chriſt, that he 
gave himſelf for the church, that he might 
* fſanctify and cleanſe it, that it ſhould be 
* holy and without blemiſh, not having 
ſpot or wrinkle or any ſuch thing.” Eph. 
v. 25. And, where any take the name of 
Chriſt upon them, profeſſing to be members 
of his church and. led by bis Holy Spirit, 
and yet manifeſtly deviate from the purity 
of truth, they herein act againſt the gracious 
deſign of his giving himſelf for them, and 
* X miniſter 
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miniſter cauſe. for the continuance of. his. af 5 
flictions, viz. in his body, the church. 
"16 \Chriſt;ſuffered afflictions in a body of fleth 
epared by the F ather: but the * of 
12 myſtical body. are yet unfniſhed; for 
they, who are baptized into Chriſt, are 'bap- 
ized into his death; and, as we humbly abide 
under his lanctifying pt er, and are brought 
forth into newneſs of life, we feel Chriſt to 
live in us; Who being the ſame yeſterday, 
to-day, and for ever, and always at unity 
with imſelf, his ſpirit, in the hearts of his 
people, leads to an inward exerciſe for the ſal- 
vation of mankind: and when, under a tra- 
vail of ſpirit, we-bebold a viſited. people en- 
tangled by the ſpirit of this world, with its 
wickedneſs. and cuſtoms, and thereby ren 
dered incapable of being faithful — tho to 
others, ſorrow and heavineſs, under a oh 
of. theſe things, are often ex ienced; 
thus, in ſome meaſure, is fled up that which 
remains of the afflictions of Chriſt. 1 
Our bleſſed Saviour, ſpeaking, concernin 
5 aifig offered in divine ſervice, lays, I 
_ <4 thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there 
„ remembereſt that thy brother bath ought 
« apainſt thee, leave there thy gift, before 
"of the altar, and go thy way; firſt be reconci- 
led to thy brother, and then come and 
offer thy gift. Matt. v. 23, 24. Now, 
there is no true unity but in that wherein 
the Father and the Son are united; nor can 
there be a perfect reconciliation but in ceaſing 
from that Which miniſters cauſe for the con- 
| tinuation 
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tinuation of the afflictions of Chriftx af ir 
any, profeſſing to bring cheir gift to the dir 


do remember the "cuſtomary contradrett 


which ſome 6f their fruits bèar to tlie p pr 
ſpiritual worſhip, here it appears neceſſary 


lay to heart this command, Leave my gift 


« by the altar. 
Chriſt pracioufly calls his people Retten; 
«© Whoſoever ſhall do the will of God;zthe fame 
« is my brother. Mark ili. 35. Now, if we 
walk contrary to the truth, as it is in Jeſus, 
while we continue to profeſs 'it; we offend 
againſt Chriſt; and if, under this offence, we 

bring our gift to the altar, our Redeemer 
doth not direct us to take back our gitts, he 
doth not diſcourage our proceeding in a good 
work, but graciouſly points cat the neceſſa- 
ry means by which the gift may be rendered 
acceptable : ** Leave (faith he) thy gift by 
« the altar: firſt go and be reconciled to thy 
© brother ;” ceaſe from that which grieves 
the Holy Spirit, ceaſe from that Which. is a- 
gainſt the truth, as it is in Jeſus, and then 
come and offer thy ODE 8 7 

F feel, while I am writing, Ata derne to 
thoſe, who, through divine favour, are pre- 
ſerved in a lively ſenſe of the ſtate of thie 
churches, and at times may be under diſ- 


couragements with regard to proceeding. + :.. 


that pure way which Chrift, by his Holy Spi- 
rit, leads into. The depth of diforder and 
weakneſs, which ſo much prevail, being 02 
pened, doubtings are apt to ariſe, as to the 
pofnbikty of proceeding as an aſſembly of 
X 2 the 


S 
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the Lord's people in the pure counſel of truth; 


and here. I feel a concern to expreſs, in up- 
2 that which hath been opened in 
mind, under the power of Pg "croſs of 
iſt; relatin 


the members whereof are guided by the Holy 
Spirit. 


4 Tho church is called the body of Chriſt, 
O1. 1. 2 $4 * 

Chriſt is called the. head of the Church, 
Eph. 1. 22. | 3 
The church is called the pillar and ground 
of truth, 1 Tim. iii. 15; 

Thus the church hath a name that ; is fs 
cred, and the neceſſity of keeping this name 
holy app evident; for, v Ping a number 
of people unite in a profeſſion of being led by 
the ſpirit of Chriſt, and publiſh their prin- 

pie to the world, the acts and proceedings 
that people may in ſome meaſure be con- 
ſidered as ſuch which Chriſt is the author of. 

Now, while we ſtand in this ſtation, if the 
pure light of life is not followed and regard- 
ed in our proceedings, we are in the way of 

ofaning the holy Name, and of going 
FD toward that wilderneſs of ſufferings and 
perſecution, out of which, through the tender 
mercies.of God, a church hath been gather- 
cd; * & Chriſt liveth in ſanctified veſſels,” Gal, 
it, 20. and where they behold his holy name 
profaned, and the pure. goſpel light eclipſed 
through the unfaithfulneſs of any who, by 
their ſtation, appear to be ſtandard- bearers 

under the Prince of Peace, the living mem- 
bers 


=yY — 


BY 


to a "ible gathered church, 
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bers in the body of Chriſt; in-bcholdingitheſe 
things, do in ſome degree experience t fel 
lowſhip of his ſufferings; and, as the wiſdom 
of the world more and more takes place ifi 
conducting the affairs of this viſible gathered 
church, and the pure Ieadings' of the Holy 
Spirit are leſs waited for and followed, ſo the 
true ſuffering ſeed is more and more oppteſ- : 

My mind is often affected W a ſenſe of 
the condition of fincere-hearted peoplein ſome 
kingdoms, where liberty of conference is not 
allowed, many of whom, being burthened in 
their minds with prevailing ſuperſtition, join- 
ed with oppreſſions, are often under ſorrow ; 
and where ſuch have attended to that pure 
light, which hath in ſome degree pong their 
underſtandings, and, for their faithfulneſs 
thereto, have been brought to examination 
and trial, how heavy are the perſecutions 
which in divers parts of the world are exer- 
ciſed ey them! How mighty, as to the 
outward, is that power by which oy" are 
borne down and oppreſſed! | | 

How deeply affecting is the's onde of | 
many upright-hearted people who' are taken 
into the papal inquiſition! What lamentable 
cruelties, in deep vaults, in a private way, 
are exerciſed on many of them! and how 
lingering 1s that death, by a ſmall flow fire, 
which they have' frequently endyred who 
have been faithful to the end! 

How many tender- ſpirited proteſtants have 
heen ſentenced to ſpend the remainder of their 

X 3 Les 


lives in a galley chained to oars, under hard- 
hearted maſters, while their young children 
are placed out for education, and taught 
principles ſo contrary to the conſciences of the 
parents, that, by diſſenting from them, they 
have hazarded their liberty, lives, and. all 
that was dear to them of the things of this 
world! -. | 0 


© 


There have been in time paſt ſevere perſe- 
cutions under the Engliſh government, and 
1 ſincere-hearted people have ſuffered 
death for the teſtimony of a good conſcience, 
hole faithfulneſs in their day hath miniſtred 
encouragement to others, and been a bleſſing 
to many who, have ſucceeded them; thus, from 
age to age, the darkneſs being more and more 
removed, a channel at length, through the 
tender mercies of God, hath. been opened for 
the exerciſe of the pure gift of the goſpel mi- 
niſtry, without - interruption from outward 
power; a Work, the like of which is rare, and 
unknown in many parts of the world) 
As theſe things are often freſh in my mind, 
and this great work of God going on in the 
earth has been open before me, _ liberty 
of | conſcience, with which we are favoured, 
hath appeared not as a light matter. 
A truſt is committed to us, a great and 
_weighty..truſt, to which our diligent attenti- 
on is neceſſary: wherever the active members 
of this viſible gathered church uſe themſelves 
to that which is contrary to the purity of our 
principles, it appears to be a breach of this 
-truſt; and one ſtep back toward the A - 
2 71 | neſs, 


| Wane nn. 6 


infinite love 
ſervants, in a Mork of ſeveral ages, and is like 
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toward u 
th done through: his faithful 


neſs; one 1 


laying the foundation for ute f Laffer= 
ings: — 3 Aline: i 1 8 Ai l 2 207 395 I * 


I feel a living invitation in my?! mind to 


Wh as are active in our religious ſociety; 


that we may lay to heart this matter? and 


conſider: the; ſtation in which we ſtand; a 


place of out ward liberty under the free exer- 
ciſe of our conſcience toward God, not ob- 
tained but through great and manifold afflic- 


tions of thoſe Who lived before us There is 


gratitude due from us to our heavenly! Fa- 


ther, and juſtice to our poſterity can our 


hearts endure, or our hands be ſtrong, if we 


deſert a cauſe ſo precious, 5 we turn aſide 
from a work under N ſo 3 * _ 
N laboured? St 51 4 


May the deep offerings of opfer 8 
ſo dear to us, that we may never trample un- 
der foot the adorable Son of God, nor count 
the blood of the covenant unholy'Þ7 1 

May the faithfulneſs of the miirtyrs; bellen 
the proſpect of death by fire was before them, 


be remembered! and may the porn con- 
ſtant ſufferings of the u upright- ere bee” \ 


vants of God in latter ages be revived in dur 
minds! and may we ſo follow on to know 
the Lord, that neither the faithful in this 
age, nor thoſe. in ages to come, may ever be 
brought under ſuffering, through our idling 
back Pn 58 work rr in the 


nd 544 2 10121 
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Wbile the active members in the viſible 
hered church ſtand upright, and che af- 
Ats thereof are carried on under the. leadings 
of the Holy Spirit, although diſorders may ariſe 
among us, and cauſe many exerciſes to thoſe 
vrho feel the care of the churches upon them, 
yet, chile theſt continue under the weight of 
the work, and labour in the meekneſs of wiſ- 
dom for the help of others, the name of 
Chriſt in the viſible gathered church may be 
kept ſacred; but while they, who are active 
in 1 ; . in a 
maniteft oppoſition to the purity of our prin- 
ciples, this, as e ee 10 ex- 
preſſeth it, is like as when a ſtandard- bear- 
rex 1 and thus the Wey opens to 
great and prevailing degeneracy, and to 
aue | r lee ahrough hs owes of 
divine love, are ſeparated to-the-goſpel of 
Ohriſt, and cannot unite with any thing 
whieh ſtands in oppoſition to the purity of it. 
The neceſſity of an inward ſtillneſs hath 
under theſe exerciſes appeared clear to my 
mind; in true ſilence ſttength is renewed, 
the mind herein is weaned from all things, 
but as they may be enjoyed in the divine 
will, and a lowilineſs in outward living, op- 
poſite to woridly honour; becomes truly ac- 
ceptable to us. In the deſire after outward 
gain, the mind is prevented from à perfect 
attention to the voice of Chriſt; but, being 
weaned: from all things but as they may be 
enjoyed in the divine will, the pure light 
ſhines into the ſoul: and, where the fruits of 
R 8 that 
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that fpirit Which is of tHis World are brought 
forth by many who profeſs, to be led by the 
ſpirit of truth, and cloudineſs, is felt to de 
atheting over the vifible gathered church, 
the ſincere in heart, who abide in true ſtillneſs, 
and are exerciſed therein before the Lord for 
his name's fake, have a knowledge. of Chriſt 
in the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, and in- 
ward thankfulnef is felt at times, that, through 
divine love, our own wiſdom is caft out, and 
that forward active part in us ſubjected, 
which would riſe and do ſomethin 4 in the 


viſible gathered church, without t e pure 
+ a. 4. | dat 5 . (20-4, 36.4 FEISS eee 
leadings of the Spirit of Chriſt. 


While aught remains in us different from 
a perfect reſignation of our wills, it is like a 
ſeal to a book, wherein is written? that good, 
« and acceptable, and perfect, will of God 
1 concerning us,” Rom, xii. 2. but, When 
our minds entirely yield to Chriſt, that 
ſilence is known, which followeth the open- 
ing of the laſt of the ſeals, Rev. viii. 1, in 
this filence we learn abiding in the divine 
will, and there feel that we have no cauſe 
to promote but that only in which the light 
of life directs us in our proceedings, and that 
the alone way to be uſeful, in the church of 
Chriſt, is to abide faithfully under the lead- 
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ings of his Holy Spirit in all caſes, and, being 
8 thereby in purity of heart and ho- 

ineſs of converſation, a teſtimony to the pu- 
rity of his government may be held forth, 
throvth ts, Te-Qmert:” 7 fe i ia. 
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As my mind hath, been thus, exerciſed, 1 
have {een that, to be active and buſy in 


_ viſible gathered church, ls bog the ad 
of. f the Holy ings 
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thus Robert Barclay, in his 800 on diſci- 
pline, holds forth, Tp, 65. 68, 8 * That 
the judgment, or concluſion, of the church, 
or congregation, 9 no farther effectual, as t 
the true end and deſign thereof, but as ſuc 
judgment, or concluſion, proceeds from the 
Spirit of God, operating on their minds Who 
are ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus.” .. 

Now, in this ſtop, I have learned, the necef. 
 fity of waiting on the Lord in humility, that 
the works of all may be brought to light, and 
thoſe to judgment which are wrought in the 
. wiſdom of this world; and have alſo ſeen that, 
in a mind thoroughly ſubjected to the power 
of the croſs, there is a ſavour of life to be felt, 
which evidently tends to gather ſouls toGod, 
. .while the greateſt works in the viſible gathered 
church, brought forth in man's wiſdom, re- 
main to be unprofitable, * 

Where people are divinely gathered into a 
holy fellowſhip, and faithfully abide under 
the ance of that Spirit which leads into 
all truth,“ they are the light of the world.” 
Mart. v. 14. Now, „ this profeſſion, to 

me, 
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—— 


me, hath appeared weighty, even beyond 
| — I can fully expreſs, and what our bleſ- 
ſed Lord ſeemed to have in view, When he 
propoſed the neceſſity of counting ene ge 
fore we: begin to build. 7 

I truſt there are many who, at times, 2 | 
divine viſitation, feel an, inward enquiry. after 
God; and when ſuch, in the ſimplicityof their 
hearts; mark the lives of a people who-profeſs 
to walk by the leadings of his Spirit, of what 
great concernment is it that our lights ſhine 
clear, that nothing of our conduct garty a 
contradiction to the truth as it is in ſeſus, or 
be a means of profaning his holy name, and 
be a ſtumbling block in the Way of roſe fn 
cere enquirers. 

When ſuch ſeekers as, 8 yo 4 4 | 
empty forms, look toward uniting, with: us 
as a, people, and behold active members a- a- 

mong us depart, in their cuſtomary Way of 
living, from that purity of life, which, under 
humbling exerciſes, hath been opened before 
them as the way of the Lord's people, how 
mournful and diſcouraging. is the proſpect! 
and how ſtrongly doth ſuch unfaithfulneſs ope- 
rate againſt the ſpreading of the peaceable har- 
monious principle and teſtimony of For a 
mongſt mankind! NT | 
Us: entering into that li, which is kia 
with Chriſt in God, we behold his peaceable 
government, where the whole family are 
verned by the ſame ſpirit, and the * doing 
« to others as we W ould they ſhould do un- 
* to us” groweth up as good fruit from a 
Ny 
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good tree, the peace, quietneſs, and harmo- 
nious Walking, in this government is beheld 
with humble reverence to him Who is the 
author of it; and, in partaking of the Spirit 
of Chriſt, we partake of that which labours; 
and'ſuffers for the increaſe of this peaceable 
rerniment among the inhabitants of the 
world p and J have felt a labour of long con- 
tinuance that we, who profeſs this peaceable 
principle, may be faithful ftandard-bearers 
r the Prince of Peace, and that nothing 
of a defiling nature, tending to diſcord and 
Wars,” may remain among us. | 

May each of us query with ourſelves, Have 
the treaſures I poſſeſs, been gathered in that 
wiſdom which is from above, fo far as urn 
appeared to me? 

Have none of my eee an equi- 
table right to any part which is called mine? 

Have the gifts and poſſeſſions, received by 
me from others, been conveyed in a way free 
from alt unrighteouſneſs ſo far as 1 have 
ſeen? 

The viiniplc of peace, in which our truſt 
is only on the Lord, and our minds weaned 
from adependence on the ftrength of armies, 
hath appeared to me very precious, and I 
often £5 ſtrong defires, that we, who pro- 
feſs this principle, may ſo walk, as to give 
_ juſt cauſe for none of our fellow-creatures to 
be, offended at us; that our lives may evi- 
dently manifeſt, that we are redeemed from 
that ſpirit in which wars are: our bleſſed 
Saviour, in pointing out the danger of ſo 
leaning 
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leaning on man, as to neglect the leadipgs of o 
his Holy Spirit, ſaid, * Call no man Jour 
« father upon the earth; for one is your. fa- — 
<« ther, which is in heaven,” Matt. XX. 9. 
Where the wiſdom from above is faithfull 4 | 
followed, and therein we are entruſted with. 
ſubſtance; it is a treaſure committed to our 
care in the nature of an inheritance, as an 

inheritanee from him, Who formed, and ſu 
ports, the world. Now, in this condition, * 
true enjoyment of the good things of this life 
is underſtood, and that bleſſing lt, in which 
is real ſafety ; this is what I apprehend our. 
bleſſed Lord had in view, when he pronounced, 
« Bleſſed are the meek, for they ſhall inherit 
« the carth.” _ 

_ Selfiſh worldly-minded men may hold lands 
in the ſelfiſh ſpirit, and, depending on the 
ſtrength of the outward power, be perplexed 
with ſecret uneaſineſs, left the injured ſhould 
ſometime overpower them, andthat meaſure be 
meted to them, which they meaſure to others. 
Thus ſelfiſh men may poſſeſs the earth; 
but it is the meek who inherit it, and enjoy 
it as an inheritance from the heavenly 2 7 
ther, free from all the defilements and - 
plexities of unrighteouſneſs. 

W here proceedings haye been in that wiſ- 
dom which is from beneath, and inequitable 
gain is gathered by a man, and left as a gift 
to his children, who being entangled by the 
ſame worldly ſpirit, have not attained to. that 
clearneſs of light in which the channels of 
ri ightcoulneſs are e and juſtice is done to 
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_thold Wg remain filent under injuries: here 1 
have-ſeen, under hümbling exerciſe of mint, 
that the ſins of the fathers are embraced by 
the children, and hecome their fins; and thus, 
in the days of tribulation, the iniquities o 


the fathers are vifired upon theſe children, 


who take hold of che Whieoblhek of their 
fathers,” and live in that fpirit in which thoſe” 
iniquitics were committed, to which agreeth 
the, prophecy of, Moſes, 1 à rebel 
lious people: They that are left of you 
« ſhall pine away in their iniquities, in your 
«enemy's land, and in the iniquities of their 
« fathers ſhall they pine away. Lev. xxvi. 39. 
And our bleſſed Lord, in beholding the hard- 
neſs of heart in that generation, 'and feeling 
in himſelf, that they Jived in the fame ſpirit 
in which the prophets had been perſecuted. 
unto death, ſignified, that the blood of all 
«« the. prophets, which was ſhed from the 
foundation of the world, ſhould be requir- 
ed of that generation, from the blood of 
Abel, unts the blood of Zacharias, which 
« periſhed between the altar and the temple.” 
LUKe XL... -. ca, Ss 
Tender compaſſion fills my heart toward 
my fellow-creatures eſtranged from the har- 
monious government of the Prince of peace, 
and a labour attends. me, that they may be 
gathered to this peaceable habitation. 
In being inwardly preparedto ſuffer adver- 
fity for Chriſt's ſake, and weaned from a de- 
pendence on the arin of fleſh, we feel, that 
there is a reſt for the people of God. and 
Po | | that 
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that it ſtands in a perfect reſignation of ur- 4 | 
ſelves to his holy will; in this condition, 
all our wants and defires are bounded by pure 
wiſdom, and our minds wholly attentive to 

the council of Chriſt inwardly communicated, 

which hath appeared to me as a habitation 

of ſafety for the Lord's people, in times of 
outward commotion and trouble, and deſires, 

from the fountaia of pure love, are opened 

in me, to invite my brethren and fellow-crea- 

tures to feel for, and ſeek after, that which 

gathers the mind into it. ee 


Mount -Holly, Neu- Jerſey, 
4th Month, 1772. 


JOHN WOOLMAN. 
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A Spiritual Diary and g J by 
„John Rutty, M. B. late of Dublin, 

in 2 Vols. Price 68, bound... 7 


8 and the general Diſpoſition of its 


— 


Deſcription of Guinea, its Situation, 


BOAKS pitted : - And fold by June * 


Inhabitants; with an Inquiry into the 


Riſe and Progreſs of the Slave- Trade, its. . 


Nature and, lamentable Effects, by Au- | 


thony Benezet. Price 28. 6d. fewed, or 38. 
bound. 3 Rs: 


by William Penn, The eighth Edition; 
on fine writing Paper. Price as. bound. 
| Grounds of a holy Life, by Hugh Tur- 


2 


ford, the eleventh Edition. Price 10d, 


bound; finer Paper ? k 
Epiſtles from the Vearly- Meeting of the 
People called Quakers, held in London, to 


N the Quatterly and Monthly-Meetings in 


Great Britain, Ireland, and elſewhere; from 
the Year 167 5, to 1759 incluſive, with an 
Index to the principal Subjects of Advice, 
Price 48. in Boards. 5 


The Hiſtory of the Riſe, Increaſe, and 


Progreſs of the Chriſtian People called 


Quakers, intermixed with ſeveral remark - 
able Occurrenees; written originally in 


Fruits of Solitude, in Refleckiene and 
Maxims for the Conduct of human Life, 5 


Low Dutch, and alſo tranſlated into En- | 


gliſh, by William Sewell. Price 148. 


Goſpel- | 


2 


lection of Doctrinal Books, given forth by 


Ell wOG 


Booxks printed : And fold, &e. 
- Goſpel-Truths demonſtrated in a Col- 


that faithful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, * 
George Fox: Containing Principles eſſen- 


tial to Chriſtiani d Salvation, held by 


the People called Quakers. Price 10s. 

Hfory of the Life of Thomas 
containing an Account of his 
Birth, Education, &c. with divers Obſery- 


-ations on his Life and Manners when a a 


Youth, and how he came to be convinced 
of the Truth ; with his Services and Suf- 
ferings for the ſame ; and ſeveral other re- 


markable Occurrences. Price 3s. 6d. 


A Collection of the Works of that an- 
cient, - faithful Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Thomas Chalkley ; to which is prefixed, 
A Journal of his Life, Travels, and Chri- 
ſtian Experiences, written by himſelf. 
Price 4s. 6d. | | 

The Life and Poſthumous Works of 


Richard Claridge, —_ Memoirs of his 


Experiences and Progreſs in Religion, his 
Changes in Opinion, and Reaſons for 
them ; with Eflays in Defence of ſeveral 
Principles and Practices of the People call- 
ed Quakers. Collected by Joſeph Befle; 
Price 58. | 

New-England judged by. the Spirit of 
the Lord ; containing a brief Relation of 
the cruel Sufferings of the People called 
Quakers in New-England, from the Time 


of their firſt Arrival there in the Year 1656, 


to the Year 1665. Price 38. \ 
5 | 


